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how power is generated and the bills paid by households in Britain than
any other single piece of EU legislation. Officials will outline the
European Union’s “2030 framework for climate and energy”. The
Brussels Paper will no longer impose requirements on how those
reductions are made via “renewable” energy power sources, including
solar farms. The cost of subsidising expensive renewable energy
technologies has been blamed for soaring energy costs for industry and
consumers across the EU. Officials confirmed that the proposal would
come “without binding national targets” to avoid high subsidies for
expensive renewable energy technology such as SOLAR PANELS. One
recent study estimated that every British household faced an average
£400 increase in energy bills over the next six years to pay for subsidies
under government plans to meet the EU’s  renewable targets.
Following a site meeting the Babergh Planning committee is due to meet
to discuss the plans on 19th Feb after the March BRN has gone to press.

THE SAND HILL DEVELOPMENT
Plans for the proposed development of 20 affordable houses and 5 market
sale houses on land east of Boxford Court, Sand Hill, Boxford, have been
withdrawn by the developer. Iceni Homes said it had been withdrawn to
allow amendments following feedback during the planning process.
Revised plans are expected in March.

There is a  planning application (B/13/01107) to build a 65 acre solar
farm (about the size of 37 football pitches) in between the villages of
Newton Green and Edwardstone. It will be clearly seen from
Edwardstone Church, a Grade I* Listed Building which occupies a
unique position in the valley it overlooks. If approved this part of the Box
Valley will be spoilt, most likely, forever.
Villagers have expressed concerned that the proposed site, which is next
to ancient farmland and a few hundred meters from a wood which is a
'site of special scientific interest', would ruin this part of the countryside.
They feel that this is the wrong place for a solar farm of this scale.
This farmland was originally graded class 2, but has been downgraded

by an independent body to 3A however it is still quality agricultural land.
“Local planning authorities should take into account the economic and
other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural land. Where
significant development of agricultural land is demonstrated to be
necessary, local planning authorities should seek to use areas of poorer
quality land in preference to that of a higher quality.”
The site is expected to produce 9 per cent of Babergh's domestic needs.
The PV panels will be there for 25 years but there is a bond in place for
decommissioning after that period, with the money guaranteed to do so.
However, the then owners could re-apply for another 25 years of solar
panels and the field won't necessarily go back to agricultural use. In fact,
the biodiversity of the site would have increased so much after 25 years
that it might be difficult to return it to agricultural land. It is argued that
the land might have become too valuable because of its good biodiversity
to return to agricultural land. and it would most likely stay for
“industrial” use.
“Legally-binding “renewable” energy targets are to be ditched by the

European Commission in a major about-turn an admission that the policy
has failed industry and consumers by increasing electricity bills. The
binding target for renewable energy has probably had more impact on
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Friday, 7 March, 8.00, Ticket £15
RIP RAP QUARTET
Kevin Flanagan and David Gordon do amazing things with beat
poetry and music inspired by Miles Davis, Keith Jarrett, Ralph
Towner, Jan Garbarek, Joshua Redman et al. With Kevin
Flanagan sax, David Gordon piano, Russ Morgan percussion
and Andrew Brown bass. American born Kevin brings new
grooves and atmospheric improvisation to this excellent band.
He has worked in a range of genres, from classical to rap.
David is a beautiful, thoughtful musician, very funny at times.
Russ and Andrew are the perfect engine room for the band..

Friday, 14 March, 8.00, Ticket £16  
Tammy Weis & Tom Cawley
"Isn't she great! Now there's a vocalist!" (Michael Bublé). An
evening of Canadian cool "with a luscious sound full of feeling"
(Julian Joseph). With Tammy Weis vocals and Tom Cawley
piano. "Not many people reduce me to tears, but Tammy's song
about her mother was the most touching I've ever heard, and
her voice is beautiful." (Jenni Murray, BBC). "An engaging live
performer with a Peggy Lee-like sense of cool" (Clive Davis,
The Times). At last a chance to hear this classy Canadian along
with one of our favourite pianists. We are recording this gig, so
do come and be part of this special night.

Friday, 21 March 8.00, £18
Ian Shaw
Unmissable, unmistakeable, (sometimes un-repeatable), a

master singer! "A profoundly sophisticated artist with a broad
grasp of music ... as well as an affecting, emotional and
sometimes very funny singer" The Guardian.

With Ian Shaw on vocals and piano.
Ian Shaw has been named, along with Mark Murphy and Kurt
Elling, as one of the world's finest male jazz vocalists. He is a
stunningly good pianist too. At this gig we get both of him. If we
are lucky, Ian might give us some of his third persona as a
standup comedian!
Twice winner of the BBC Jazz Awards Best Vocalist, people say
of him "Our finest jazz singer" (Time Out) and "The
contemporary scene's class act" (The Guardian).
More Ian Shaw.

Friday, 28 March 8.00, Ticket £16
Renato D’Aiello International Quartet
Tenorist Renato's "weighty, behind-the-beat sound shows how a
poetic imagination can rekindle a long-gone style without
nostalgia". (John Fordham). Joined by vocalist Marc Thomas,
tonight Renato provides a chance to wallow in something rather
special. With Renato d'Aiello sax, Hiroshi Murayama piano. Marc
Thomas vocals and Lionel Boccara drums.
"His solos tell a story. Their lines unfold with a natural flow,
especially on the ballads" (Jack Massarick) "D'Aiello's weighty,
behind-the-beat sound shows how a poetic imagination can
rekindle a long-gone style without nostalgia" (John Fordham)
Renato's playing is intense, but at the same time warm and
poignant. He showcases one of the most attractive and affecting
tenor saxophonist sounds in contemporary jazz.
His excellent companions are pianist Hiroshi Murayama, singer
Marc Thomas is a French version of American crooners like
Frank Sinatra and Nat King Cole, and Lionel is a classically
trained percussionist swiftly gaining a world-wide jazz reputation.
To buy tickets for any gig, obtain further information or add your name

to the mailing list please telephone the BOX OFFICE:
01787 211865

All cheques (with S.A.E. please) to:
Jazz at the Fleece, 18 The Causeway, Boxford, Suffolk CO10 5JR

BOXFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Our Annual Fun & Games Night held on Saturday 25th January proved
to be yet again a very enjoyable, sociable, hectic and at times very
competitive evening, which seemed to be enjoyed by all whether regular
competitors or new this year. For those of you who may not have heard
the outcome, the top three places were:
1st IF BUTS AND MAYBE 263 Points
2nd FADY DAFYS 223 Points
3rd = THIRD TIME LUCKY 215 Points
3rd = KERSEY DING DONGS 215 Points
A very big thank you to everyone who helped with this event, which
requires a lot of hard work: organising teams and helpers, buying all the
food and drink, preparing the food, serving behind the bar, setting the
games up, manning each game and clearing up afterwards. We are
indebted to all who helped in any way, as we could not have done it

without you. Thank you also to all the local businesses and individuals
who kindly donated raffle prizes, which is much appreciated. Finally,
thank you to the 16 teams who took part and we hope you all enjoyed the
evening, which is essentially about having fun. It also helps us with our
fundraising, where the funds are then granted out to organisations in the
local villages. We look forward to seeing you all again next year!
Boxford Community Council 

Veronica and Robert at the bar



Dear friends,
Floods on a Biblical scale...?

As I sit writing this, strong winds are still buffeting the rectory and lashing
the trees all around. Last night, the wind somehow even found its way
through tiny gaps at the window edges of our bedroom, whining and
moaning eerily like the proverbial banshee. This is nothing, of course,
compared with the experiences suffered across the west-country and more
recently the Thames Valley. How one’s heart goes out to the thousands
whose homes, businesses and communities have been swamped by several
feet of water.

I have noticed recently how journalist after journalist, in the newspapers
and on TV, has begun to use the same word “Biblical” in their reports, to
try to get across the sheer scale of the devastation the extreme weather has
brought in its wake. It’s understandable that people should be reaching for
a word, a concept, which indicates that this situation is something outside
our human ability to control - which, to a great degree, of course, it is. Even
with the best will in the world, even with all the dredging or rivers and
watercourses that could have been done, even with all the flood defences
which could have been put in place - experts seem to agree that the effects
of such exceptional weather could never have been fully mitigated or
prepared for.
When we use - or hear – that word Biblical, though, we need to sound a

note of caution. All too easily, “Biblical” can put across the idea that the
current floods are sent as a punishment sent from God. And there are those
religious extremists who have already suggested that such events are a
judgement on the way our society is going, citing gay marriage
specifically. What a travesty of the God of love that Christians believe is
most truly shown in the life of Jesus. Yes, in the Old Testament, as people
tried to interpret the events of their day, many natural events and disasters
would be ascribed to God, interpreted as his punishment. But Jesus showed
us an utterly different way. The best example of this is perhaps when some
of his disciples encountered people who didn’t receive their message
gladly, but rejected them. They were clearly angered and asked Jesus –
Lord, shall we call down fire from heaven to consume them? The Bible
says that Jesus did not just politely decline their request, he actually
rebuked them. The God he knew and embodied was a God who came not
to punish people, but to change their hearts and minds by loving them and
serving them, who had sent his Son not to strike people down dead, but to
lay down his life for them.
This is so different from the extremes of “religion” we sadly see today, in
so many parts of the world, where God’s will is believed to demand suicide
bombings, murder and atrocities. What a ray of hope to see on the news
yesterday one brave church minister in Central Africa, risking censure and
attack himself, to take into his church for shelter and protection hundreds
of Muslims imminently threatened by Christian militia seeking revenge for
Muslim attacks on their own communities. No one community in this
tragic situation, Christian or Muslim, is immune from accusations of
violence, but this pastor has taken a courageous first step in showing that,
somehow and somewhere, the bloodshed has to end, and that Christian and
Muslim must be shown to be able to forgive,  living together with mutual
respect and in peace.
So , yes, “Biblical” may be a useful word in conveying our sense of
helplessness in the face of such great forces of nature, but let’s beware of
slipping into a way of thinking in which God is out to punish his people
and ravage the earth. The whole story of Holy Week – Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter – for which the reflective period of Lent prepares
us – tells of a very different God. Through Jesus, it tells a story of
unconditional love, of humility and service to others, of an untiring seeking
of those who are lost, of a willingness even to lay down one’s life so that
others – so that we – can find new life, new hope. 
Blessings, Revd Judith.

THE MARCH LETTER FROM REV JUDITH
The Earl of Petticoat Lane by Andrew Miller

When you leave Liverpool
Street Station and cross
busy Bishopsgate, you find
yourself in the narrow old
streets of Spitalfields.  You
can admire the beautiful
Georgian homes of the
Huguenots, and the old
warehouses of the East
India Company, now
known as Devonshire
Square. The shops and
cafés are a delight,
attracting tourists, and it is
difficult to believe that this
was once an area of poverty
and deprivation. 
This was the heart of the
Jewish Quarter, where Jews
lived and traded from their
small market stalls scraping
a living in their newly
adopted country.
In the early twentieth
century this was home to
Henry Friedman; where he

went to school, attended the synagogue and where he honed his skills as
a young market trader. It is his life that his grandson Andrew Miller, a
journalist writing for the Economist, describes for us in his first book The
Earl of Petticoat Lane.  It is a perfect example of a “rags to riches” story,
of how an impoverished immigrant becomes English and contributes to
society.   
His sensitive writing allows us to smell and taste the hardships of those
early days, and to witness the struggle to survive, to find enough money
to pay the rent.  But Henry is resourceful, clever and charming. His days
of being brow beaten are over as he takes his beautiful wife Miriam out
of the East End to Harpenden, far from the bombs of the Second World
War. He sells lingerie made in his make-do factories and, despite a
shortage of elastic, frills and ribbons for his pretty underwear, his
business expands and he becomes wealthy enough to buy himself a Rolls
Royce and a chauffeur to drive it. He rubs shoulders with the rich and
famous and, ultimately, royalty.  
I found this enchanting and intimate portrait of his Grandfather a very
moving experience. From his lowly background Henry was ambitious to
make something of himself, to assimilate into the English way of life, to
prove to that he was somebody. This country allowed him to achieve his
dreams. 
The Earl of Petticoat Lane is beautifully written, and I found myself
fingering the book long after I had finished it.  I reluctantly put it down.  

Remember
The Box River News can be seen in full colour by downloading
from the internet.
Just go to boxfordvillagehall.co.ukand click on the BRN icon.
The Newsletter is usually available about two days after the
published press date

THIS MONTH’S GOOD READ  BY JO MARCHANT
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Once again LWHS members did the society proud by turning up in force
for our member only display of signed art prints by renowned local artist
Roger Lane, with around 40 making the evening a huge success.
With 24 USAAF 486th Bomb Group related local scenes on view, plus a
most interesting display of local wartime photos by our Chairman Dennis
Duffy, there really was lots to see and much discussion ensued. The buzz
our members created with their lively discussions was then much
enhanced with lots of US and British bunting, liquid refreshments and
some lovely pastry savories courtesy of Sue Horsley, which were
scrummy.
With first guests arriving well ahead of the 7.30 start and the last not

leaving until after 9.00, it was apparent a very good time was had by all,
and testament to the efforts put in by Roger, Dennis, Sue and the rest of
the LWHS committee.
We now very much look forward to welcoming guests new and old to the
LW Parish Room on Wednesday 19th February for our next talk, on
Boudica and the Iceni 60-61 AD by local expert Dr Nick Sign, who is
Vice-Chairman of the Suffolk Local History Council and Hon. Editor of
their journal Suffolk Review.  Do come along for what is sure to be
another entertaining and informative evening, though it is recommended
that you bring along a crash helmet; once Boudica got going, not even the
might of the Roman Army in Britain could stop her!            Andy Sheppard

SAND HILL, BOXFORD,
PLANNING APPLICATION WITHDRAWN. cont’d from page 1
It has been announced that the planning application for twenty affordable
houses and five marketable houses has been withdrawn.
This follows the significant amount of objections to the proposal and the
recommendations of the Suffolk Design Review Panel which listed a
large number of concerns on the plans of overall site layout,  the design
of the houses, both exterior and interior, the vehicular and pedestrian
accesses and many other areas regarding parking, drainage etc. The Panel
also suggested that the village green layout was too like a housing estate
and no consideration had been given to the superb views of the
surrounding countryside. English Heritage has commented ‘to fill the
field with houses would be a significant change to the village’.
The yourBoxford group is delighted that the objections of the residents
from all over the village have been listened to.  They feel that this has
given the village a huge opportunity to look at its whole future planning.
They have urged Boxford Parish Council to reconsider their options in the
light of potential other sites originally put forward which could be
developed with considerably less problems than the Sand Hill site.  The
2010 Housing Needs Survey states there should be two different sites
containing a maximum of 15 houses each.   Consideration should not be
given to one part of the survey which outlines the need for housing for 40
people without observing its recommendation of how this should be
achieved on smaller sites. 
The yourBoxford group recognises the need for affordable housing in the
village and is concerned that this should be planned in a constructive way
for the benefit of those who will be living there, at the same time retaining
the essential features of a village rather than allowing a drift into
something approaching a town environment. 
For further information: 
Sue Beven, 01787 210021 or e-mail: suebeven@talktalk.net. 

SESAW
There has been much talk of “The New Website” at Suffolk and Essex
Small Animal Welfare recently.   It’s a wonder the humans don’t trip up
as they peer at their mobile phones and post comments on the SESAW
Facebook page which is now linked to http://www.sesaw.co.uk/    You can
even click on my photo to read my blog!
There are also photos of some fluffly little bundles even smaller than me.
Yes, we have Guinea Pigs again, long and short haired in pretty colours,
ready and waiting for new homes.   If they are still with us, some of them
will be going to a Pet and Poultry show next month.   SESAW has been
invited to the event at Hollow Trees Farm Shop, in Semer, IP7 6HX on
Saturday 5th April from 10am to 4pm.  Pop in to see us and enjoy the
barbeque too.
There are lots of SESAW events planned including our annual Fete and
Fun Dog Show on Sunday 27th July.   Apart from the usual attractions
there will be a foot tapping Jazz Band to make sure the day really goes
with a swing.  
Meanwhile, you can take you mind off the weather at our Quiz Night at

Leavenheath Village Hall next month.   Phone 01206 799424 for tickets
at £9 each, including a plate supper.   If one of the questions asks how
much rain fell this winter, the answer is too much for little old me, Kenny
(the Boss) Chihuahua!    SESAW, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP.

LWHS ART DISPLAY Held on Wednesday 15th Jan

BOXFORD VILLAGE HALL
February Draw Results

1st No 65 Steve Skinner Calais Street £40
2nd No 155 J Phillips Butchers Lane £20
3rd No 54 C Day Daking Avenye £10
4th No 61 K R Tesner Colchester £5

Next draw will be March 4th at the Bingo
If you would like tickets for the Village Hall Draw telephone 01787 210640

Registered Charity No 304863

Have your say about ambulance services in Suffolk
Healthwatch Suffolk finds out what you think about health and social
care services in Suffolk so that it can use your views to improve services
for everyone. It is working with the East of England Ambulance Service
NHS Trust to obtain views from patients about their use of the service.
A survey has been created to obtain feedback from patients and the

public about perceptions and experiences of the ambulance service. It is
a fantastic opportunity for people to share their views and make a
difference to the service now and for the future.
Teresa Church (East of England Ambulance Service General Manager -
Suffolk) said 
“The vast majority of people who use the ambulance service receive a
very high level of clinical care.  However, this survey gives us the
opportunity to hear the views of a wide range of people from across
Suffolk.  At a time when we are making important improvements to the
Service, it is vital that we hear the thoughts of the people we serve, so that
we can best meet their aspirations.  I am delighted that we have the
opportunity to work so closely with Healthwatch Suffolk.  Together we
can develop an even better understanding of the views of local people
and, as a Service, make further progress to tackle the challenges we face”. 
If you have used the service recently, it only takes a few moments to give
your views.
It is easy to take part. Hard copies of the survey can be obtained from
Healthwatch Suffolk by calling 01449 703949. You can also take part
online by visiting www.surveymonkey.com/s/hwsamb. Surveys will be
handed out directly to patients by ambulance crews wherever it is
appropriate to do so for a period of two weeks. More information is
available on the Healthwatch Suffolk website
(www.healthwatchsuffolk.co.uk).



The kitchen at Groton Village Hall is starting to look like a kitchen again,
it has been insulated and plastered, the new kitchen is being installed as
I write this.  We would like to invite all Groton residents and any
interested people from other villages to the official opening of the new
kitchen {which has been funded by The National Lottery] on Saturday
8th March between 12.00 and 2.00pm Please come and enjoy nibbles,
fizz and celebration cake provided by the Management Team.  Please
come and see our splendid new kitchen. See you then.

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD PARISH ROOM

Another very enjoyable quiz was held on 8th February, with Mary’s quiz
racking the brains of the assembled competitors.   The questions    were
put to them by Brian Tora, who set a testing music round, as usual.  As
can be seen from the photo, at least one contestant got carried away with
the beat.   There was a very close finish with only half a point separating
the best teams.    The “true” winners generously shared the prize with the
runners up.   Everyone enjoyed Sue’s excellent two course meal, in the
interval.

GROTON’S KITCHEN, AN INVITATION



Here are two good news messages  together with reports on some
activity following the unrelenting spell of prolonged rain which we
have all experienced throughout January and February:
Suffolk County Councillors approve at Full Council proposed budget
savings and council tax freeze for 2014/15
SCC Elected Members gave its approval to the budget at the Full
Council Meeting on 13th February for the new financial year.  The
savings proposals are the first part of a four-year plan designed to fill
an estimated budget gap of £156 million, equivalent to 30% of the
council’s current annual budget (excluding schools). This on top of
more than £90 million saved since April 2011. The agreed savings
were: 
• £8.2 million in landfill taxes next year thanks to the new Energy
from Waste site, which is scheduled to open next year; 
• £9 million from administrative costs following the end of the
Customer Services Direct contract; 
• £10 million from the Adult and Community Services budget
including a greater focus on early prevention and closer working with
the NHS; 
• £6.7 million from the children and young people’s budget –
including a review of children’s centre services, to ensure they can
best meet the needs of young families, 
• £4 million from the capital budget.  All four years, between now and
2017 will also see a complete freeze in SCC’s portion of council tax.
Final approval of the budget is in the hands of the full council, who
will debate it at their next meeting on 13th February 2014.
We are determined to meet the budget challenge head-on: managing
the county’s money extremely carefully; seeking new and better ways
of providing the services people need, while helping with residents’
cost of living by keeping council tax down.
Call for a fresh approach to Health and Housing in Suffolk
Securing better-quality housing, and preventing the ill health that can
come with poor housing, were issues discussed by housing
organisations and local councils at a key meeting this week.  County
Cllr. Joanna Spicer, Chairman of the Health and Wellbeing Board,

was joined by Dr Dan Poulter, Under Secretary of State for Health
and MP for Central Suffolk, together with representatives from both
the private and public sector and independent landlords, to look at the
connection between health and housing.  Speaking on the issue,
Joanna Spicer said: “The evidence clearly points to close links
between people’s health and where they live.  Well-planned homes
can combat depression, support family cohesion and go a long way to
boosting overall health and happiness.”  Those at the meeting
considered how future housing needs can be met for people with
mental health needs, young people and older people, and how to
develop opportunities to work together in these areas to improve
housing to meet the needs of Suffolk people.
Suffolk comes to the aid of Somerset
One of our Fire and Rescue Service’s specialist rescue vehicles has
been sent to help out in Somerset, where communities are struggling
to cope with the effects of the severe flooding.  The ‘Unimog’, a four-
wheel-drive vehicle, is capable of driving through several feet of
water. It can be used to transport people and equipment where other
vehicles can’t go, including off road. Suffolk Fire and Rescue has a
second Unimog which is to remain in the county.  The response came
as part of established national arrangements to provide assistance to
other parts of the country when needed.  By this system, our fire
service was able to call upon fire engines from other services across
the country to help in Suffolk last December, in response to the tidal
surge.  
Boxford Activity  - Flooding in Ash Street
I am actively and urgently  supporting the plans for the remedial
action in Ash Street which is long overdue.  In conjunction with the
Parish Council this is now a matter of urgency to be done.  May I
thank the local residents for their patience.
James Finch -  Suffolk County Councillor - Stour Valley Division
Assington, Boxford, Bures St Mary, Edwardstone, Groton,
Leavenheath, Lindsey, Little Cornard, Milden, Nayland with
Wissington, Newton, and Stoke by Nayland
Tel  01206 263649   
Mobile 07545 423796  
Email: james.finch@suffolk.gov.uk 

FEEDBACK FROM JAMES FINCH
Your Suffolk County Councillor for the Stour Valley





NEWS FROM CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
Did You Know…...?
The Boxford Community Car Scheme grew out of an idea from one of
our local Doctors about 4 years ago. A group of volunteers provide
transport for residents registered with the Hadleigh or Boxford Practice
for appointments at Hospitals and Health Centres? we also include
Dentists, Opticians, Physio etc., for medical appointments.
We are increasingly called upon to help. To maintain this ‘service’ we
really do need more men & women volunteer drivers. To help with fuel
costs, patients pay drivers 45p per mile.
If you are able to support us, the amount of time given is entirely up to
you, and would be greatly appreciated. For more information:Please
ring Sue Green on 01787210603.

Groton Calendar 2015
A few photos have already been submitted for our next year’s calendar,
but just to remind you that we would like seasonal  photos of any Groton
venue and so if we get any snow or hoar frosts etc, please remember to
get out there with your camera, and get snapping during the winter
months, and then please send them to me, either by post or email [Jpegs
please] with your name, the venue, and the month. Pat Kennedy Scott,
Groton House, Groton , Sudbury , CO10 5EH or pkenscott@tiscali.co.uk

Polstead Playgroup
Polstead Playgroup was set up over 30 years ago. Based in Polstead
Village Hall, it is run for the parents by the parents with a strong team of
qualified Staff. In 2010, it achieved an 'Good' Ofsted rating. Our
philosophy is learning through play whilst introducing pre school
children to the basic concepts of numeracy, literacy and developing a
creative interest. Polstead Playgroup runs term time Mon- Fri 9.15am -
12.15noon and in addition, there is a lunch club until 1pm which runs
Mon, Tues, Thurs and Fri. Each session costs £8.50 which includes a light
snack and drink. Children are very welcome to attend from 2-4 years of
age.
Should you require any more information or would like to pop in for a
free trial session with your child, please contact Aimee Perry,
Playgroup Leader on 07799706927 or see our website
www.polsteadplaygroup.org or visit our Facebook page to see the range
of activities we get up to.

GIFT AID DONATIONS
With the departure of Tim Harbord to 'Pastures New', would parishioners
please note that all matters relating to Gift Aid donations for St
Lawrence's Church are now being dealt with by Chris Bowden, 2 Priory
Cottage, Church Road; 247784

Armchair Players - Keeping Drama Alive in Hadleigh
Launched in 2009, Armchair Players is Hadleigh’s play-reading and
drama club. We meet on the second Monday of every month at The
George pub in Hadleigh High Street.
Our name says it all. We read plays aloud in a friendly and informal
atmosphere - bringing drama to life with the minimum of dramatic 'fuss'.
On occasions we make group visits to local theatres to see plays
performed and/or participate in theatre-related events such as tours of the
backstage areas and presentations by Directors and other theatre
managers. Our meetings also include themed readings and other drama-
based activities. We even have plans to present Rehearsed Play Readings
for the benefit of small audiences who can sit, listen and enjoy.  Armchair
Players support the BBC Children in Need appeal with a special fund
raising event every year in November.  To date we have raised £2800 for
the appeal.
Everyone over 16 is welcome to join. Come and take part as a 'reader' or
as a 'listener'. Enjoy the fun of 100% participation either by reading aloud
a part in the selected play, or by just sitting back and listening as the
drama unfolds.  Our next meeting date is March 10th at 7:30pm. Why not
come along?  For more information call Maddie on 01473 824033.

Volunteer Cadet Scheme
Suffolk Constabulary is starting up a Volunteer Cadet Scheme and we are
seeking young people to be part of the Babergh unit.
Do you know anyone aged 13-16 years old that is living in the Babergh
area?
Would they like to…• help make the community a safer place?
• get involved with the Police? • support their local Safer Neighbourhood
Team? • wear a uniform? If “yes” could be answered to any of the above
then why not come along and find out more? An Information Evening for
all prospective Cadets and their parents/guardians is to be held at: The
Curve at Ormiston Sudbury Academy, Tudor Road, Sudbury Suffolk,
CO10 1NW

Starting at: 7pm Wednesday 22nd January. If you can’t make this date
you can email us at: hayley.fraser@suffolk.pnn.police

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SHOEBOX APPEAL
Another wonderful response to our shoebox campaign again! The
village filled 186 boxes this year - our highest total yet.
The lorry left Sudbury bound for Belarus on Saturday 7th December
and in the words of Nena Harding, our District Co-ordinator
"filled with love for the children". We are told that many children
have never received a present before and can't believe that someone
cares enough to send them one. To all those who helped us with bags
of toys, knitted hats, gloves and scarves and to those who filled their
own boxes we can't thank you enough. Also thanks to all who
supported us at the "Cream tea afternoon" and the cake stall and
coffee morning. We all enjoyed them and hope you did too.
Please get the knitting needles out again for next year - Ann has
patterns for glove puppets if you get tired of knitting hats and mittens!
Thank you once again from the shoebox team.
Any further information from Ann Porter on 210581  Shirley Watling
on 210024  Jennie Lindsleyon 210520

Leaders Wanted
The 1st Leavenheath Scout Group are looking for more adults to join
their leadership team and ensure that a full and challenging program
is delivered.  This is a very rewarding form of volunteering as you
will have a major impact on the personal development of local
children. No previous experience necessary as you will be working
alongside existing experienced leaders.  Full training for the role will
be given and there will also be the opportunity to obtain recognised
qualifications. If you are looking to enhance your CV or to give your
time for local children then please consider Scouting. We currently
have four sections at Leavenheath and these are; Beavers aged 6-8
years, Cubs aged 8-10? years, Scouts aged 10?-14 years and
Explorers aged 14-18.  All sections include boys and girls. If you
would like to give some of your time to Scouting please get in touch
with Garry Debbage-Philp on 07908 173396 or garph@hotmail.co.uk
who would be pleased to discuss the volunteering 



OFFICE TO RENT
BOXFORD

2 x large offices to rent in central Boxford.

Local amenities within a 5 minute walk.

Post Office, Local Shop and Eateries

Office 1 – 30 sq. m

Office 2 – 35 sq. m

Please call 07940 899398 for further details.

Wanted
Tucked away in your loft and 
gathering dust, do you have:

An Old Wind Up Gramaphone

Any 78 RPM Records?

or even a 50’s/60’s record player

Contact email: ed.kench@btinternet.com
or Telephone: 01787 211507

March



not be traced by the Ministry of Defence in June 1992; the reason given
was that, “a large proportion of the records of soldiers who served during
the period 1914 - 20 were totally destroyed by enemy air action in 1940.”
The only remaining Army record is Charles William Tricker’s Medal
Card.

[ The Medal Card shows that Charles was recruited to the 1st Battalion of
the Suffolk Regiment with their HQ at Bury St. Edmunds.  This was a
battalion of regular soldiers in France, which needed rapid reinforcement
in 1915 because of recent heavy casualties.  They were part of the British
Expeditionary Force that had tried to stop the rapid German advance into
Belgium and France.  Whilst there is no documentary evidence for
Charles's front line service, we can deduce his experience in action from
the recorded exploits of his battalion.
Charles would have probably received initial training at Felixstowe and

in Hampshire before embarking for France from Southampton via Le
Havre.  The Medal Card indicates that Charles’s first theatre of war was
France, entering on 11th March 1915.
Initially he would have probably joined the 1st Battalion where some

members were resting.  They were encamped just to the west of Lille,
behind the Front, in training and reserve.  The Battalion was under the
command of the 28th Division of the First Army, under the then
Lieutenant-General Sir Douglas Haig, and were one of four battalions in
the 84th Brigade to which Charles belonged.  A German attack was
expected soon on the Front Line to the east of Ypres, about 15 miles away.
The first German assault of the Second Battle of Ypres was launched on
the French sector on April 22nd 1915, behind a cloud of chlorine gas.
This was the first time it had been used.  The French troops were not
prepared and it is thought 6000 died that day.  Gas masks were only
issued later and the British did not use poison gas for another six months.
Men of the 28th Division already in the line (and possibly including
Charles Tricker) suffered that day the heaviest and most intensive artillery
bombardment which the Germans could devise.  The main assault was
launched at 9.00 am and was beaten back mainly by rifle fire.  All day the
Germans kept up the pressure, mounting attack after attack, each
preceded by accurate concentrations of artillery fire.  Casualties were
appalling, but the German advance was briefly halted.  The rest of
Charles's 28th Division was rapidly brought into the line to reinforce it
where the fallen French had left a gap.
The German Fourth Army Commander, Albrecht Duke of Württemberg,
moved his artillery forward and grouped three Army Corps opposite the
weakened British 28th and 27th Divisions holding the Front at
Frezenberg Ridge in readiness for a further attack.  The new British
defensive line was not satisfactory and included many unfinished narrow
trenches, some only three feet deep.  There were few available sandbags
and only small quantities of barbed wire for the outer defences.  There
were practically no communication trenches or dugouts.  Some sectors of
the new positions were very exposed to enemy fire.

Charles William Tricker, a Story of his World War One Service
Charles William Tricker was born on 8th February 1877, in “Hadleigh
Hamlet”, a small parish which included Ellis Street and Cox Hill,
Boxford.  He was the sixth child, and third son of Charles Bedford
Whymark Tricker, and Sarah Eley.  The large family consisted of eleven
children, of whom ten survived into adult hood.  As was the family
tradition, no sooner than he finished his schooling, Charles William
Tricker took up his father’s profession of Bricklayer; a profession that the
four previous generations had faithfully followed.
According to a “Militiaman’s Small Book”, thought to be that of Charles
William Tricker, on 9th July 1900, a Charles Tricker enlisted in the
Militia of the County of (unreadable but looks like “ESSEX”, and was
appointed to the 4th Essex Regiment, at Warley in the County of
(unreadable but looks like “ESSEX”), at the age of 17 years, 10 months.
(Warley Barracks, Brentwood was the home of the Essex Regiment.)
This small book gave the following details for this Charles Tricker.  Born
in the Parish of Hadleigh, in or near the Town of Colchester in the County
of Essex; Trade or calling: Brickmaker; Last Permanent Residence:
Colchester; Height: 5 feet, 2 ? inches; Complexion: Fresh; Eyes: Blue;
Hair: Black; Marks: Nil; Religion: C of E.  He was allotted the
Regimental number of 7905 or 1905.
His age given would have meant that this Charles Tricker was born on

9th September 1882.  However the details above differ significantly from
our Charles William Tricker and they could be for another Charles
Tricker.  Possibly Charles Thomas Tricker, a first cousin, once removed,
who was born about this time, in March 1881.  Charles William Tricker
would have been twenty three years, five months old on 09 July 1900, but
as we will see elsewhere, Charles’s recorded age in Army records was
often different from his actual age.
So what do we know of the First World War Army Service of Charles

William Tricker?  Charles William Tricker’s Army Service Record could

Box River News
BRANDS 
ESSENCE
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and of CHICKEN

Per Exhaustion and Weak Digestion
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Above: Charles William Tricker and Susannah Maria Tricker née Beere.  This
photo, a small postcard taken end of February to early April 1919, when Charles
returned to England from a German POW camp.  Charles was a Private in the 1st
Suffolk Regiment.  Note on back of card, in Susannah's hand, says, “With love
from Nell + Ben, from Sue + Charl, April 13th 1919”. 

Above: World War One Service Decorations of Charles William Tricker, ex 17901,
1st Suffolk Regiment.  A photo of Charles and his wife; his Service Medals; his
original 'German Metal' 1914 - 1915 Star ribbon bar; and an inscribed plaque
describing all. 

CHARLES TRICKER’S WAR
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At 5.30 am on the 8th May 1915, a violent German artillery bombardment
began on the British lines causing massive destruction – especially to 83rd
Brigade in vulnerable trenches on the forward slopes of the Ridge.  The
Battle of Frezenberg Ridge had begun.  The subsequent German infantry
assault was repelled by the surviving British battalions.  A second German
thrust on the ridge was held but a third assault at 10.00 am, either side of
Frezenberg village, forced the remaining defenders to fall back.  The
German attack was stopped on the right by 80th Brigade but, to the north,
Charles's 84th Brigade was almost totally destroyed in the onslaught.
They were poorly dug in beside a road.  By afternoon a two mile gap had
been punched in the British line at this point.  Tenacious defence, hastily
improvised counter-attacks and a crucial night advance of 10th Brigade
restored a precarious situation.
It is most likely that Charles was taken prisoner on this day, although

there is no proof of this.  We only know for certain that by August 1916
he was a registered German Prisoner of War.  He was fortunate to have
escaped with his life, having lost so many comrades.  His battalion lost
more than 400 men killed in this action – more than half its strength.  By
the end of the Second Battle of Ypres there were 59,275 British casualties,
10,000 French and 34,933 German casualties.  It has been described as,
“for its size, one of the most murderous battles of the war” (Cyril Falls).
The British still held Ypres town, but the Germans were now able to shell
it directly.  Fortunately they lacked the manpower and supplies to push
their attack further.  The 1st Battalion embarked from France for the
Balkans to fight the Bulgarian Army in November 1915, and we must
assume that Charles was already a German prisoner of war.]

We know that Charles William Tricker, a Boxford man, was being held
as a German prisoner of war by August 1916, because on the 1st August
1916, his twenty year old niece, Lilian ‘Lily’ Leaver sent him a photo
postcard of herself.  He must have been a prisoner for some time for Lily
to know how to contact him.  This postcard was addressed in the
following manner: ‘17901, Pte C. Tricker, 1st Suffolks Baracke,
Cellelager 6, Prov Hanover, Deutschland, Germany.’ Under this was the
address: ‘To British Prisoner of War, C/o General Post Office, Mount
Pleasant, London, E C.’ Lily Leaver gave her address as Kersey,
Hadleigh, Suffolk.The postcard was post marked ‘Boxford, Suffolk, 01
AU 16’, i.e. Boxford, Suffolk, 1st August 1916.

Lily Leaver wrote the following greeting to her uncle Charles: “(Kersey,
Hadleigh, Suff.)  My dear Uncle Charlie just a card, hoping you are still
keeping well as it leaves me the same at present.  As you see dear I have
come to see you but I would much rather have you come to see me.  Hope
& trust dear Uncle that it won’t be long before you will be able to come
home to us all again.  Mum Dad also Hilda are well & they send their
best & fondest love to you & so do I.  Now dearest Uncle I must close with
tons of love & kisses from your Ever Loving Niece.  Lily. X X X X X X X
X X X X.”
Experience from family stories shows initially that captivity for British

Prisoners of War was hard and at times brutal for them.  Those that were
‘lucky’ enough to be placed on farms as labourers did have it slightly
better.  As the war progressed conditions for P.O.W.’s also seemed to
become less harsh for them.
Family stories handed down to me by my father, George William Tricker,
say that my grandfather, Charles did not return home to Boxford until
after the war had well and truly finished; late January or early February
1919, being suggested to me.
The next dated reference to Charles William Tricker is another photo

postcard, this time from Barbara Emma Whymark ‘Bar’ Leaver nee
Tricker, (Lily Leaver’s mother), to her sister-in-law, Susannah Maria
Tricker nee Beere.  The excited text of this card is: [From:] “Bridge Farm
Cottages, Brent Eleigh, 9 “ 1 ” 1919”; [9 January 1919] to “Mrs C.
Tricker, Brook Hall, Boxford, Suffolk.  My Dear Sis, Many thanks for wire
this morning.  the times I have looked for that little brown envelope &
here it is at last I feel so excited what about you Brook Hall folks ain’t the
new year bringing us good luck let me have a card when Charl reach
home (if possible) what about Lily & the boys what a day for them all  I
have sent word to my girls + to sis Nell, [Ellen Mary Richardson nee
Tricker], so dear with love from us both to you all.  Bar XXX”.

This postcard was post marked Lavenham, Suffolk, 9th January 1919.
(The address, Brook Hall, is what we now call Cox Hill, Boxford.)  The
reference that ‘Auntie Bar’ makes, “what about Lily & the boys”,is a
reference to Charles William’s eldest daughter, Lilian Rose, and her four
brothers: Alfred Charles, George William, Edwin Arthur, and Albert
Edgar.  In January 1919, these children ranged in age from 15? years to
4 and ‘a bit’ years.  It is possible Charles had not seen his youngest child
as a wee babe, for the youngest child was born towards the end of 1914,
about four months prior to him entering the Western Front in France.

From this simple postcard, it is obvious that my grandmother ‘Sue’
Tricker had been informed by the Army, Ministry of Defence that her
husband Charles was on his way back to Boxford; and that he could be
expected home very shortly.

Above: British infantry “dug in” at Frezenberg Ridge.  Notice that they had not
even been issued with metal helmets for protection against shrapnel at this stage
of the war.

Above: The back of this card is postmarked, “Boxford, 1st August 1916”.  Lily sent this
postcard to her Uncle “Charlie” (Charles William Tricker) when he was a P.O.W. of
the Germans during World War 1. Source: Eddie S.M. Tricker, grandson of Charles.  

Left: This is the front of the postcard photo of Lilian “Lily” Leaver, aged 20 years.
It is the front of a postcard that Lily sent to her Uncle Charles, (Charles William
Tricker) when he was a P.O.W. of the Germans during WW1
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A “Protection Certificate and Certificate of Identity,(Bottom Right)
(Soldier Not Remaining with the Colours)” was issued on Friday, 7th
March 1919, at the Dispersal Office, Bury St Edmunds, to: Surname:
Tricker, Christian Names: Charles Wm, (William); Regimental No:
17901; Rank: Pte, (Private); Record Office: Warley; Unit: 1st Bn;
Regiment or Corps: Suffolk;Pay Office: Warley; Address for Pay: Brook
Hall, Boxford; Theatre of War: Eastern;Born in Year: 1881; Place of
rejoining in case of emergency: Thetford; Specialist Military
Qualification: P. of W.,(Prisoner of War).
“The above-mentioned soldier is granted 28 days furlough from the date
stamped hereon pending * 1 (as far as can be ascertained), which will
date from the last day of furlough after which date uniform will not be
worn except upon occasions authorized by Army Orders.”  (“pending *
1” meant for final demobilisation.)
[The clerk has listed Theatre of War as “Eastern”, but we know he was
captured whilst fighting on the Western Front.  This may be because the
1st Battalion returned in early 1919 from Macedonia in the Balkans,
where they had been fighting the Bulgarian Army on the Eastern Front, at
about the same moment that Charles returned to his battalion in the
England from Germany for demobilisation.  The clerk may therefore have
just ignored his P.O.W. history and recorded “Eastern” as this was where
the battalion he belonged to had recently been fighting.]
Charles was issued a Ration Book by Cosford RDC Food Control

Committee on Tuesday, 11th March 1919. (Cosford RDC was local
district council for Boxford at the time.)

We tend to not remember and think about the hard times had at Home
by the general population as a result of rationing during the 1st World
War.  I often wonder how my grandmother Sue made ‘ends meet’.  A
young mother with a family of five children, the youngest only four and
‘a bit’ years of age on his father’s return, how hard was it?  In my
pondering of this situation, I am reminded by my father’s family stories
about how he had to go out and work in order to help his mother by
bringing money into the household.  He was just twelve and a half years
of age when his father returned home!

Charles cashed three Army money orders on Wednesday, 2nd April
1919, at the Boxford Post Office, these no doubt being his final Army pay.
With the end of his 28 days furlough, which as we know commenced on

Friday, 7th March 1919; Charles William Tricker was demobbed from the
British Army to return to his civilian job of work, on 4th April 1919.
An incredible thing to think about is that all the photo post cards sent to

Charles William Tricker in Germany survived.  This is a testament as to
how important they were to him at the time.  A link with his home,
through all the hard and dreary times he experienced, whilst a prisoner of
the Germans.

So what was the impact of the Great War on my Grandfather?  Little is
actually known by me of the grief and trauma that he suffered.  I know

from family stories about his brother-in-law, Benjamin Thomas ‘Ben’
Richardson, who was also a Prisoner of War of the Germans, that they
were treated quite badly in the early days of their captivity.  As to ‘shell
shock’ to my grandfather, again little is known by me.  With the death of
my grandfather’s youngest son, my Uncle Arthur Donald Tricker in
August 2003, I inherited my grandfather’s 1st War World Service
Decorations from him.
It suffices to say my Grandfather’s medals had never been mounted; and

therefore never been worn by him.  They have rattled around in an old
glasses case for many years, complete with their original ribbons.  Such
was the impact of his Great War service on him!
These days my grandfather’s original World War One service medals; a

small photograph of him in uniform, with his wife, taken whilst he was
on furlough; his original ‘German metal’ 1914-1915 Star ribbon bar, (he
is wearing it in the photograph taken in 1919), and a suitable inscribed
plaque all sit proudly, mounted in a small picture frame hanging on my
lounge room wall.

Charles William Tricker continued to live and work within the local
Boxford area and community for the rest of his life.  He died on 19
January 1956, predeceasing his wife, Sue, by some eleven months.  At the
time of his death, he resided at 12 Cox Hill, Boxford.  Within recent
times, the wider family in England, Australia and New Zealand had a
gravestone erected over their Grandparents grave site in the Boxford
Lawn Cemetery.
[At least two local men died in the Battle of Frezenberg Ridge - May 1915.
Herbert Tricker, ex 8474, Private, 1st Suffolk Regiment enlisted Ipswich.
Killed in action 8th May 1915 aged 19 years. Born Groton, Boxford.  No
known grave.  Remembered on the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial,
Belgium, Panel 21.  Herbert was the fourth child, and third son of Edgar
Tricker and Selina Jane Whymark, (both from Groton, Suffolk), out of a
family of seven children.  Herbert Tricker is a second cousin, two times
removed to Edwin S. M. Tricker.
James King, ex 6840, Lance Corporal, 1st Suffolk Regiment, enlisted
Bury.  Killed in action 8th May 1915.  From Little Waldingfield.
Remembered on the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium, Panel 21.
We cannot be sure which James King this was and if any reader has any
further evidence it would be gratefully received.] 

Above: Photo taken at Brook Hall, Boxford in 1913.  Left to right: Cordelia Maria
Tricker née Griggs, b. 1873; Ellen Mary Richardson née Tricker, b. 1884; holding
her baby, Edith Grace Richardson, b. Oct-Dec 1912; Cordelia's daughter, Elsie May
Whymark Tricker, b. Nov 1898. Identity of young boys not known

Copyright 2013 Edwin S. M. Tricker other than text items in [.....]
Copyright 2013 Edwin S.M. Tricker for All illustrations other than 'British infantry
“dug in” at Frezenberg Ridge.' 



Newton Bridge
With several people away there were only four and a half tables in play
at the Bridge Drive held on Monday 3rd February.
Unfortunately there was some very slow play and we were only able to
get five rounds in.
The prize winners were;
Geoff and Phena Nott 1840      Barbara Latta and Ruth Crabtree 1420
There were only two prizes in view of the small numbers.
The next bridge drive will be on Monday 17th March, and then Monday
14th April (both a week later than previously stated).
I hope to see you all there and I promise to try to speed up play!  Please
arrive by 6.45 pm for a 7.00 pm start.
We play friendly Chicago bridge and are pleased to welcome new
members. If you need a partner please let me know and I will try to fix
you up.    Alan Vince. 01787 373963

BOXFORD WI
This month’s speaker was enjoyed by all the members. Thomasin Newton
gave us an informative talk about the colours that suit us and how we can
choose clothes, make up and jewellery that is stylish and appropriate to
our life style. 
Thomasin is a colour expert and an image consultant, who uses various
coloured drapes to identify which shades suit us best. These colours are
divided into the four seasons, and regardless of age and changes of hair
colour, we fit into one of these groups.
Several members volunteered to act as models for how this idea works.
During the tea break most of the members had the chance to ask
Thomasin which season they fitted into. We all thought we should go
home and have a good look at the clothes in our wardrobes, and see if we
had made the right choices. A few shopping trips are probably on the
way!
This month’s craft group made boxes from card and decorated them with
flowers using special punches.
Future Meetings
March 5th – Ugandan Beads – Alison Brain – Village Hall 1.30pm
March 13th – Knitting for the shoe-box appeal – Mary’s House 2pm
April 2nd – The East Anglian Witch Hunt of 1645-7 –Village Hall 2pm
April 10th – DIY or walk at Ager Fen

MILDEN SINGERS
Songs from The West End and Broadway
Shows on Friday 2nd May, doors open at 7.30pm show time 8pm with
licensed bar and buffet. Saturday 3rd May doors open 1.30pm show time
2pm with afternoon tea and licensed bar.
At and in aid of Milden Pavilion tickets £5 from Pearl 01449 741876

CACI facelift treatment launch – 
look 10 years younger!
Thursday 20th March 6.30 – 8.30pm – FREE ENTRY!
Peake Spa at Stoke by Nayland invites you to the launch of the fabulous
new revolutionary CACI non-surgical facelift treatment as used by
Jennifer Lopez!  Demonstrations and exclusive taster treatments offered.
Wine and Canapes.   To book your place please call 01206 265820/822
or email peake@stokebynayland.com.
For more details visit stokebynayland.com/caci

Wot’s On



BOXFORD GARDENING SOCIETY
Unless otherwise stated, meetings take place on the FIRST Tuesday of
the month at 7.30 pm in Boxford Village Hall and guests (£5 each) are
very welcome.   Just turn up!   For any further information, please contact
Events and Outings Organiser, Rosie Osborne, 01787 211 960, or email
rosie.osborne@btinternet.com

Boxford Over 60’s Club (for all ages)
We meet for approx 2.25 hours for a cup of tea or coffee and a chat. We
have a quiz or game of cards tec. and occasionaly Bingo.       
Shirley Watling 210024

Monks Eleigh Whist Drives
Future games on , February  12th, March 12th.

Stoke by Nayland Bridge Club
Do you and your Bridge partner want to play regularly in the afternoons?
Perhaps you did not know that there is a Duplicate Bridge Club that plays
every Thursday at Stoke by Nayland Village Hall from 1.50pm to 5.0pm.
This is a relaxed and friendly club where you will find a warm welcome
with no joining fee.Contact Roger Loose on 01787-210538 

Yoga classes
running Thursday mornings 9.00-10.00am and Friday evenings
from 6.30-7.30pm at Boxford Village Hall.
Come and enjoy an hour of stretching and relaxation. All levels welcome.
To book a place call Marianne Marshall (trained Alexander Technique
teacher and British Wheel of Yoga) 01787 210323 or email
mariannemarshall@fastmail.fm.

THE RUBY REVIEW
Dinner and a show in Boxford Village Hall - Friday & Saturday March
7th & 8th at 7.30pm.
This year marks the Ruby Anniversary of The Boxford Drama Group - 40
years of plays, pantos and home grown entertainment are celebrated in
The Ruby Review. There will be sketches, songs, comedy, drama, old
favourites and new material. A two course dinner will be served during
the interval and there will be a full bar and raffle. Tickets are £13.00 and
available from Boxford News.

PANCAKE LUNCH
Tuesday, March 4th [Shrove Tuesday] at Mary’s House, Swan street ,
Boxford, at 12.30
We are looking forward to seeing all our previous customers and
hopefully some new ones, for pancakes with lots of different fillings, to
mark Shrove Tuesday. Mary’s house provides a good venue for this
lunch, and there is always a jolly atmosphere, with good value pancakes.
All profits to St. Bartholomew’s church, Groton .

SPRING FOOD MARKET
Saturday, March 29th Groton Village Hall 10.30 ---- 2.30
Groton PCC are planning to have another Food Market, after two
previous successful ones; there will be more details next month with
information about stalls etc, but please do put this date in your diaries
now, and plan to visit Groton village hall on March 29th. Anyone who
would like to take a stall, please contact: 
Pat Kennedy Scott, [01787 210319].

Spring Concerts 2014
Artistic Director: Peter Holman
SUNDAY 30 MARCH 2014, 6.00 p.m.
St Mary’s Church, Boxford
Claire Tomlin soprano
Psalmody & members of Essex Baroque Orchestra
directed by Peter Holman
The Young Bach
JS Bach Gottes Zeit ist der allebeste Zeit (Actus tragicus)
Buxtehude Mu‚ der Tod den auch entbinden (Klaglied)
Buxtehude Herr, wenn ich nur dich hab
Buxtehude Membra Jesu nostri
In 1705 the young J.S. Bach walked 250 miles to visit the aged Dieterich
Buxtehude in Lübeck. Buxtehude was his greatest predecessor, and his
best-known work, an intense and passionate cycle of seven passion
cantatas collectively entitled Membra Jesu nostri (The Remains of our
Jesus), shows us why he made the journey. We perform it with J.S. Bach’s
first masterpiece, the Actus Tragicus (the funeral cantata ‘Gottes Zeit ist
der allerbeste Zeit’), and other music by Buxtehude. The concert features

Wot’s On
rich and varied combinations of solo voices, choir, violins, viols,
recorders and organ.
‘Claire Tomlin (soprano)…singing with such tenderness and beauty’ East
Anglian Daily Times
Tickets: £18 & £12 (half-price to those in full-time education

"FITNESS CLASSES - Boxford
Wednesday 7.00 - 8.00pm at Boxford Primary School, commencing 4
September. A variety of exercise techniques including circuit, weights,
aerobic work and stretches. Open to both men and women.Friday 9.15 -
10.15am at Boxford Spinney, commencing 6 September. A more gentle
class with objectives to  improve co-ordination, balance and keeping
strong in later life (50+).  Both classes are payable by the term.  
Call 211822"

Box River Knitstitch Group
We now meet at Mary's House in Swan Street from 2.30pm to 4.30pm
every Monday3pm to 4.30pm. Bring your own projects to work on and
get inspiration and help from others. For further details phone 01787
211488 or 01206 263301 

Monks Eleigh Whist
Come and join a group who play whist every second Wednesday of the
month( apart from December when its the third!.) in Monks Eleigh
Village Hall.  We play 12 hands, refreshments are provided and we have
a raffle. We aim to have a social game of cards and a fun evening so
beginners to experienced players are welome.

Gardening Talk: 'Horticultural Photography'
Tuesday 18th March 
Michael Warren will be giving an illustrated talk on 'Through the Year
with a Horticultural Photographer'. Church Hall, Bear Street , Nayland
CO6 4HY at 7.30 for 7.45pm. Entry free.
More info www.naylandhortsoc.org.uk or 01206 262807

Nayland Spring Flower Show
Saturday 22nd March
Enjoy displays of spring flowers and relax with refreshments. Cakes on
sale & raffle. Open to view 10am-12noon, entry free, Church Hall, Bear
Street , Nayland CO6 4HYExhibits to arrive 8.15am-9am - schedules
from www.naylandhortsoc.org.uk



LITTLE WALDINGFIELD VILLAGE WALKS
We meet at the Pavilion on the Playing Field at 10.00. a.m. on the first
Sunday of each month. Walks usually take an hour to an hour and a half
but there are opportunities at various points for people to return by shorter
routes.  Walks finish at the pavilion where light refreshments are
provided. Anyone  may make a donation to the Playing Field funds
before, or after, the Walk. 

Little Waldingfield History Society - 
History in the making
12th Mar John Cashmore,487th USAAF Bombardment Group (H) -
Lavenham Airfield, "Gentlemen From Hell". The Group had several
'claims to fame' and this talk will present the famous Mission 760 of 24th
December 1944, John will also be showing examples of original
equipment used by the American airman during their time at Lavenham.
9th Apr Chris Bowden, Printing in the 19th century
All talks will be at the Parish Room in Church Road, Little Waldingfield,
commencing at 7.30 pm sharp. Please book & pay in advance to
guarantee your place as seats are limited.
Booking Secretary: Diana Langford, Pitt Cottage. Phone: 01787 248298
Membership of LWHS costs £10.00 per person pa
Current fees are £2.00 for members, £4.00 for non-members which
includes light refreshments.
http://littlewaldingfie.waldorf.onesuffolk.net/organisations/local-history/

Little Waldingfield Parish Room
Our programme for 2014 will start with a quiz on 8th February.
Following the success of the November quiz, which was over subscribed,
please contact Sue on 247173 as soon as you can to book a table..    Other
dates for your diary.    As last year’s Themed Supper was so popular there
will be another one on 12th April.     Our Coffee morning will be on 6th
September and the next quiz is on 25th October.
April 12 Themed Supper
Lt Waldingfield Parish Room Parish Room 7.00pm
September 6 Coffee Morining 
Lt Waldingfield Parish Room  Parish Room    10.30am
October 25 Quiz Night
Lt Waldingfield Parish Room       Parish Room     7.00pm

Leavenheath Village Hall Digital Cinema
Tickets £3.50 per adult, £2.00 per young person
Telephone:  Lesley (01206 262505) or Ken (01206 263266) for tickets
Arrive 7.00pm Film starts 7.30pm Saturday March 1st ‘One Chance’

Polstead Cinema Polstead Village Hall
Tickets £3.50 from the Polstead Community Shop or 01787 210029
Films start at 7.30pm, doors open at 7.00pm. “Hitchcock” for 21st  MARCH

POLICE ‘SURGERIES’ IN MARY’S HOUSE IN 2014
PCSO Siobhan Hemmett will be holding an informal police ‘surgery’ in
Mary’s House, 5 Swan Street, Boxford, between 10.00 am and 10.30 am
on the following Tuesdays: 25th February, 29th April, 22nd July, 14th
October, Do drop in if you have anything to report or that you would like
to discuss with Siobhan. There is a room upstairs that can be used for any
confidential conversation.

But You Don't Look Ill - cheerful support
Thursday 13th March 2 - 4pm
Stevenson Centre, Gt Cornard £1   07950 436584

BOXFORD GARDENS OPEN
Sunday 1st June 2014, 11am-5pm
This will be the 17th year of Boxford Gardens Open and the event is still
proving as popular as ever, drawing visitors from a wide area to see our
lovely gardens.  This year we will be doing lunches back in the village
hall and there will be plant stalls in and around the church and school.
There will also be an exhibition of quilting in the church.  Please put the
date in your diary and also pray for good weather!  The event requires a
large number of volunteers to make it run smoothly, so any offers of help
are always extremely welcome.  In addition to existing gardens, we are
also looking for new gardens to open.  All money raised is used to benefit
Boxford St Mary’s church.  Contact Angela Tolputt (call 01787 212264
or email angela@tolputt.com)

Wot’s On

LEAVENHEATH CINEMA SATURDAY MARCH 1ST
Arrive 7.00pm Film starts 7.30pm  (12A 124 mins with 20mins interval)

Tickets £3.50 per adult and £2.00 per young person
Telephone:  Lesley (01206 262505) or Ken (01206 263266) for tickets

Refreshments (wine, beer, soft drinks, coffee, tea and ice creams) will be available

Polstead Digital Cinema Friday 21st March
Tickets £3.50 from the Polstead Community Shop or 01787 210029

All films start at 7.30pm, doors open at 7.00pm





March
3 Groton Educational Trust AGM Mary’s House 9.00am
4 Pancake Lunch Groton PCC Mary’s House 12.30pm
5 WI Ugandan Beads Alison Brain Village Hall 1.30pm
7/8 Ruby Review Boxford Drama Group Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm
12 Little Waldingfield History Soc John Cashmore USAAF Parish Room 7.30pm
13 WI Knitting for the shoe-box appeal Mary’s House 2pm
17 Newton Bridge 6.45pm
20 Stoke by Nayland Club Hotel Free CCA facelift treatment Stoke by Nayland Club 6.30 to 8.30pm
22 Pig Race Boxford Village Hall Mgt Committee Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm
29 Spring Food Market Groton PCC Groton Village Hall 10.30 to 2.30pm
30 Spring Concert Boxford St Mary’s 6.00pm

April
2 Esat Anglian Witch Hunt of 1645 Boxford WI Village Hall 2.pm
9 Little Waldingfield History Soc Printing in the 19th cantury Parish Room 7.30pm
10 DIY or Walk at Ager fen Boxford WI
11 Quiz and Curry Evening Groton VH Mgt Committee Groton Village Hall 7.30pm
12 Themed Supper Little Waldingfield Parish Room 7.00pm
12 Childrens Activity Day Box River Benefice Mary’s House TBA
13 Boxford Bike Club TORNADO Boxford TBA
14 Newton Bridge 6.45pm
28 Boxford Community Council AGM The Pavilion 8.00

May
2 Milden Singers Songs from the West End and Broadway The Pavilion 7.30pm

June
1 Boxford Gardens Open Boxford 11-5pm
22 Open Gardens Little Waldingfield 11am-5pm

September
6 Coffee Morning Little Waldingfield Parish Room 10.30am

October
25 Quiz Night Little Waldingfield Parish Room 7.00pm

First and Third Monday each month Boxford Parish Council Meetings in Bell House, Stone Street St, Boxford 7.30pm

FFoorrtthhccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  DDiiaarryy

Expert legal help for business and for individuals...
Accident claims - Commercial and company law
Commercial property - Commercial German legal services
Employment - Environmental Law -
Estates, trusts and wills - Family and children
Farming and rural business affairs
Health and safety - Licensing - Litigation/mediation
Residential property - Rural business affairs 

Bates Wells & Braithwaite Solicitors

27 Friars Street Sudbury C0102AD
T: 01787 880440    E: solicitors@bwblegal.com 

Bates Wells
& Braithwaite

Gant & Nayler 
Building Contractor Ltd

All types of work undertaken.
Experienced in restoration and

refurbishment, extensions,
barn conversions, listed building,

flint work, patios etc. 

Please contact Russell Gant 
for all of your Building needs on:

01473 827856 or mobile 07790 035130.
Willowbrook, Overbury Hall Road ,Layham, Ipswich, Suffolk. IP7 5NA



The Box River Parishes Church News
Boxford • Edwardstone • Groton • Little Waldingfield • Newton
Priest in Charge: The Revd Judith Sweetman

The Rectory, School Hill, Boxford CO10 5JT
Tel: 01787 210091; e-mail: rvdjudithboxriver@btinternet.com 
The Revd Judith’s day off is normally Friday but this may vary according to circumstances

NSM: The Revd David Abel, 13 Church Street, Boxford CO10 5DU
Tel: 211765; e-mail: davidabel19@hotmail.com 

Reader: Christopher Kingsbury, Rose Cottage, Sherbourne Street, Edwardstone CO10 5PD
Tel: 211236; Fax: 211238; e-mail: ChrisKingsC@aol.com

Lay Elders: David Lamming, 20 Holbrook Barn Road, Boxford CO10 5HU
Tel: 210360; Fax:  329770;  07968 791135; e-mail: djlamming@hotmail.com
Antony Dodd, Mill Green End, Edwardstone CO10 5EX
Tel: 210397; e-mail: doddpanda@btinternet.com

Please let any of the above or a Churchwarden know if you would like a home visit, home communion or a hospital visit, or of any cases of sickness or
otherwise where they might be of assistance.

Benefice house: Mary’s House, 5 Swan Street, Boxford CO10 5NZ.  

THE PARISH OF
ST MARY, BOXFORD

Churchwardens:
Ruth Kingsbury, Rose Cottage, 

Sherbourne Street, Edwardstone tel.211236 
Peter Patrick, Amberley, 

White Street Green. tel 210346 

Copy Date for Church News section in the April 2014 Box River News: 
Please, NO LATER THAN 13th March Failure to meet the date

will mean your copy may not be included
Thank you. Sue Knight. 01787 210785    

email address: sedwards1946@btinternet.com

On Sunday March 2nd we are holding an “All age service” at St.
Mary’s church at 11.00 am which lasts about 45 minutes.Why not
come & join us? You will be most welcome. For the children we seek to
have fun and teaching within a biblical framework, including craft work.
For adults as well, we look at what the Bible means for our daily lives.
There will be some music & worship songs. We aim to make people of
all ages comfortable in a church environment and help to nurture them in
their faith journey. In church we have a children's area with a range of
toys and activities to interest those who are too young to cope with the
service or whose attention span has come to an end. There are also books
& crafts which can be taken into the pews. 
WC facilities are available in the village hall nearby. After most services
refreshments are served, with the option of squash and biscuits for the
children. Do you have to be a “church person”?  Absolutely not - there
will of course be a Christian ethos, but you do not have to be a church
member to attend 
Sunday March 23rd-We are delighted to welcome the St Edmundsbury
Cathedral Choir to sing Choral Evensong - 5.45pm. The visit is being
arranged by Canon Precentor Philip Banks. Everyone is most welcome
to come to the service.
Sunday 30th March - is Mothering Sunday-We have a Family Service
at 11.00 am to which everyone is welcome- we will have posies of
flowers to give to our mothers - made up by the Brownies to whom we
are most grateful.
Also on Sunday 30th March a Concert by The Suffolk Villages
Festival  The "Young Bach" is being held in church at 6.00 pm. Full
details may be found on the concert brochure at the back of church or
from the box office Tel: 01904 651485
The Annual Parish Church Meetingwill be on Sunday 6th April after
Evensong @ 7.30pm.
The Church Electoral Roll is due to be revised this year- notices may
be found on church notice boards & application forms are available at the
back of church.
Saturday May 17th - We are looking forward to a return visit by the
stunning Colchester Military Wives Choir. Make a date to come: doors
open 6.30pm - A supper will be available in the Village Hall following
the concert. Tickets will on sale soon in village shops.
Sunday June 1st Boxford Open Gardens: -Make a date to explore lots
of wonderful gardens in and around Boxford - Plant stalls & cream teas
will be available.
Sunday June 8th-A service to reflect upon, remember & commemorate
the 70th anniversary of D Day & the start of the 1st World War.
A concert by Hadleigh Choral Society is being planned followed by a

supper- more details soon.

MARY’S HOUSE BOOKINGS
When making a booking, please ensure that a contact name and

telephone number is entered clearly in the diary in respect of every
booking, as we need to know who to contact in the event of any query

over, or the need to change, a booking.
Please also note that the suggested donation is now £1.00 per head for

a two-hour booking for all meetings.For inquiries about bookings,
please contact Pauline or David Lamming: telephone 210360.

There is now a 2014 diary for bookings in Mary’s House



THE PARISH OF
ST MARY THE VIRGIN,

EDWARDSTONE
Churchwarden:

PANCAKE LUNCH: Tuesday, March 4th [Shrove Tuesday] at Mary’s
House, Swan Street, Boxford, at 12.30, We are looking forward to seeing
all our previous customers and hopefully some new ones, for pancakes
with lots of different fillings, to mark Shrove Tuesday. Mary’s house
provides a good venue for this lunch, and there is always a jolly
atmosphere, with good value pancakes. All profits to St. Bartholomew’s
church, Groton.
SPRING FOOD MARKET: Saturday, March 29th Groton Village Hall
10.30 - 2.30. Groton PCC are planning to have another Food Market,
after two previous successful ones; there will be more details next month
with information about stalls etc, but please do put this date in your
diaries now, and plan to visit Groton village hall on March 29th. Anyone
who would like to take a stall, please contact Pat Kennedy Scott, [01787
210319].
THANKSGIVING SERVICE FOR THE LIFE OF JOHN
SELLERS: As announced last month, a service of thanksgiving for the
life of John Sellers, who died in October and whose funeral took place
in Yorkshire, is to be held in Groton church at 2.00 pm on Saturday 1st
March 2014. All who knew John are warmly invited to the service and
to refreshments afterwards in Groton Village Hall.  
PAROCHIAL FEES – Small increases in the fees for marriages and
funerals came into effect on 1st January 2014.  A copy of the 2014 fees
list has been posted on the porch noticeboard.  Please contact the Revd
Judith or David Lamming if you have any queries about the new fees.
ELECTORAL ROLL REVISION – A reminder that the church
electoral roll is being revised between 23rd February and 8th March.
Please contact me to check if you are not sure if your name is on the roll.
If your name is not currently on the roll but you would like to be on the
roll and think you qualify for enrolment, please get in touch and ask me
for an application form.  Forms must be returned to me by 8th March.
David Lamming (Tel: 210360).  
ANNUAL MEETINGS: This year’s Annual Meeting of Parishioners
(to elect churchwardens) is on Tuesday 25th March 2014 at 7.30 pm in
Groton Village Hall, Broad Street, Groton.  It will be followed at 7.40
pm by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (“APCM”).  This is the
meeting that elects representatives to serve on the PCC for the coming

THE PARISH OF
ST BARTHOLOMEW,

GROTON
Churchwardens: Jayne Foster: 
Ramblers, Bulmer Lane. 211360

Sue Knight:
Cotlee, The Street, Groton; tel 210785 

Rota for March 2014 
Flowers -  no flowers over Lent
Sidesman and teas/coffee duties:
March 2 08:00 – Holy Communion – Pam Dodd 
March 16 0930 – Family Morning Prayer –

DebbieLewis/Anita Steel
March 22 – 2pm - Wedding of Robin Harris and Charlotte 

Tolhurst – David Saddleton
Cleaning -    Debbie Lewis and Jan Paul
Notice of thanks for Christmas Carol Service, St Mary the Virgin,
Edwardstone
A belated but heartfelt thanks must go out to Liz and Jim Henderson for
putting on a magnificent carol service. All their efforts in putting
together an enthusiastic choir, fuelled on delicious mulled wine, in the
service of the parish, paid off beautifully. Many thanks too to the choir
for giving up their free time to join the practices and give rousing
performances.
The monies raised for the East Anglia's Children's Hospice amounted to
£595, £200 more than the year before.
Jim mentioned hopes of getting the choir back together for Easter, which
sounds like an excellent plan.
Please note that the service rota for Edwardstone and Little Waldingfield
has now changed - with the first service of every month for Edwardstone
being Holy Communion and the 3rd service being alternately Family
Morning Worship and Holy Communion. This will now be the set rota
every month. Please see Service Rota for details.

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting for Lt. Waldingfield will be
held on the 1st April at 7pm in the Parish Room. Refreshments will be
available. Prior to this meeting there will be a revision of the current
church electoral roll, commencing with notification of the revision
displayed in church on the 15th February.
The revision period will be between 1st March and 15th March.
Following this the revised electoral roll will be exhibited in the church
for two weeks, prior to the Annual Meeting
Any parishioner (not already on the roll) who wishes to be included on
the revised roll and feels they qualify for this, should contact Felicity
Gardiner on 01787 247471 for forms to complete, or further information.
Rota

Sidesman Flowers
March 2 Mrs Rattee & Mrs Eddington No Flowers in Lent
March 9 Visiting “
March 16 Mr Squirrell “
March 23 Visiting “
March 30 Visiting

THE PARISH OF
ST LAWRENCE, 

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD
Churchwardens:

Vacant

THE PARISH  OF
ALL SAINTS, NEWTON

Churchwarden:
Christine Cornell,

“Opus”, Sudbury Road, Newton,Tel; 370331

23rd January: A Service of Holy Communion was led by Revd Judith
and her address and the reading encouraged us to avoid quarrelling and
dissension and come together to solve problems - so appropriate as World
Leaders were unable to meet in the same room at their recent meeting. We
welcomed three students from Canada who were staying and family
members. Thank you to Michael Colleer for playing the organ and to all
helpers.
2nd February: Candlemas service at St. Mary's Boxford was conducted
by Revd Judith. She took us on a walk to the four corners of the church
stopping at each to consider the use of candles in our lives and in the life
of the church. After the blessing of the candles we were encouraged to
light a candle at home.
9th February : Holy Communion was celebrated by Revd Judith and she
spoke of ' the salt of the earth and light in the world' .We were asked what
sort of qualities we would look for in a person that was regarded as the
salt of the earth or shone a light on the world. Thank you to Michael
Colleer who played the organ and to each one who helped in our service.
Notice: Wednesday 19th March at 7.30 pm - Our Annual Meeting of
Parishioners will be held in The Village Hall. All are welcome.

year.  Also, this year, the APCM will elect two representatives from the
parish to serve on the deanery synod for the next 3 years (see the note
about this in General Church News).  The PCC will present its report and
accounts for 2013 and there is an opportunity at the meeting to ask
questions or raise any matter of parochial or general church interest.
Anyone whose name is on the church electoral roll is entitled to attend
and vote.  Do come to this important meeting in the life of the church and
have your say.  A copy of the accounts and the annual report will be on
display on the church noticeboard at least a week before the meeting.
PCC MEETING: Tuesday 25th March 2014 in Groton Village Hall,
immediately following the APCM (to appoint PCC officers and elect the
standing committee for 2014-2015).
Rota
Sidesman with Sacristan: Mrs Foster
Flowers: No flowers in Lent
Cleaning: Mrs Smith



Village Daily Prayers • PLEASE NOTE NEW TIME/PLACE FOR LITTLE WALDINGFIELD TO END OF MARCH •
Each week, said in the five churches*: an informal, friendly service, lasting between 30-40 minutes, with Revd Judith. We pray
for those who are ill, for concerns of the villages, and for the wider world. Do join us!
Please let Revd Judith know the names or those you would like prayed for, or any situations for prayer:
Confidential messages can be left on tel. 210091 or emailed: rvdjudithboxriver@btinternet.com.
The rota is: Tuesday 9.00 Edwardstone, 16.00 Little Waldingfield ( *At Newman’s Hall Farm) Wednesday 9.00 Groton; Thursday
9.00 Newton, 17.00 Boxford.

Sunday 2nd      Sunday before Lent (G)
Edwardstone 8.00 Holy Communion **New time**                       Revd Judith 
Lt Waldingfield 9.30 Morning Worship **New service, new time** Revd Judith 
Boxford 11.00 All Age Worship                                              Revd Judith 
Boxford                8.30   Evensong Christopher Kingsbury

Ash Wednesday 5th Lent begins
Boxford 10.30 Holy Communion Mary’s House                   Revd Judith 
Boxford 19.30   Holy Communion with imposition of ashes   Revd Judith

Thursday 6th
Little Waldingfield 19.00 Home Communion Newmans Hall          Revd Judith and team

(Reserved Sacrament)

Sunday 9th First Sunday of Lent (P)
Groton    8.00 Holy Communion Revd Judith 
Newton               9.30     Holy Communion Revd Judith
Boxford 11.00 Holy Communion  Revd Judith

Wednesday 12th    
Boxford      10.30 Holy Communion - Mary’s House Revd David Abel

Sunday 16th     2nd  Sunday of Lent (P)
Lt Waldingfield 8.00 Holy Communion **New time**       Revd Judith 
Edwardstone 9.30     Family Morning Worship  **New time**        Revd Judith
Boxford 11.00 Holy Communion                                          Revd Judith

Wednesday 19th
Boxford              10.30     Holy Communion Mary’s house                   Revd Judith
Thursday  20th      19.30    Compline       Newmans Hall                        Tim Harbord (tbc)

Sunday 23rd    3rd Sunday of Lent (P)
Boxford          8.00   Holy Communion Revd Judith
Groton                 9.30    Holy Communion Revd Judith
Newton           11.00    Morning Worship Revd Judith
Boxford            17.45   Choral Evensong                                         Revd Canon Philip Banks     

A Special Service with St. Edmundsbury Cathedral Choir - all warmly welcome!         

Wednesday 26th      
Boxford 10.30 Holy Communion - Mary’s  House Revd David Abel

Sunday 30th       Mothering Sunday (4th of Lent) (P)
Groton    8.00 Holy Communion Revd Judith 
Edwardstone     9.30    Family Service for Mothering Sunday           Revd Judith
Boxford 11.00 Family Service for Mothering Sunday           Revd Judith                         
Newton 15.00    Family Service for Mothering Sunday           Revd Judith

Box River Benefice The Church At Worship March 2014

Lent Lunches
Lent Lunches have been arranged in the Benefice as follows:

Boxford – Thursday 6th March - at the Rectory
Edwardstone - Tuesday 11th March - at Mill Green end 

(Pam and Antony Dodd’s)
Little Waldingfield – Thursday 27th March at Newman’s Hall

All from 12:00 till 14:00.  Please come and support them!
Please see next month’s BRN for details of Groton’s Lent Lunch

DIOCESAN CENTENARY – VISIT OF ARCHBISHOP JUSTIN,
SATURDAY 29 MARCH 2014: The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Rt
Hon and Most Revd Justin Welby, will officially launch the centenary
celebrations at the Cathedral on Saturday 29th March. Other than Choral
Evensong at 5.30 pm,  attendance at this occasion is by invitation only,
but will include two representatives from each benefice to the 12 noon
Eucharist. A Centenary Candle will go out to all church schools and
parishes with a letter of goodwill from the Archbishop to be read out in

parish churches on Sunday morning.   Tickets for the Evensong are being
allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.  If you would like to attend,
please apply in writing for tickets to the Cathedral Office, Abbey House,
Angel Hill, Bury St Edmunds IP33 1LS.  Applications must include a
SAE so that tickets can be sent in advance.
DEANERY SYNOD ELECTIONS: This year every parish, at its
Annual Parochial Church Meeting, is required to elect representatives to
serve on the deanery synod for a 3-year term, commencing 1 June 2014.
Each of the parishes in the Box River Benefice is entitled to elect two lay
members to the Sudbury Deanery Synod.  The role of the deanery is
likely to become increasingly important in promoting the mission of the
church in our part of Suffolk, so please consider carefully whether you
might be willing to serve on the synod.  Additionally, those elected to the
deanery synod this year will form the electorate for the elections to the
diocesan synod and General Synod, both of which fall due in 2015.
Saturday April 12th: We are holding a Benefice Children's Morning
in Boxford, 



Last month’s furore over the future of our local MP has rather
overshadowed another fierce political debate that has been taking place
recently. No, I’m not referring to the sight of senior government and
opposition figures wading in their wellies through the flooded streets of
the Thames Valley and Somerset. Unsurprisingly, the more cynically
minded members of the media poked fun at their sudden interest,
reminding us that politicians do not generally rank highly in popularity
stakes amongst the general public.
But while even the national media was marveling at how an MP of more
than 30 years standing could be effectively ousted by the rank and file of
his local party, another example of disenchantment was emerging in the
corridors of power. Education Secretary, Michael Gove, was busy
attracting the ire of the teaching profession by calling into question how
they went about their daily business.
At the same time, a programme on the radio reminded me of the apparent
incongruity in the way in which we describe our educational
establishments. Try explaining to a visitor to our shores that a public
school was anything but open to all and you start to get a flavour of what
this particular item on British education was all about. It set me thinking
about my own experience at school and how the education system in this
country developed.
Prior to the 19th century there were very few schools in this country.

Those public schools that had been established were just that – schools
for those thought fit to receive an education, but whose families lacked
the resources to hire a private tutor, which is how the sons of the wealthy
were taught. And I say sons quite deliberately. Few girls were fortunate
enough to receive any form of schooling.
Many of the schools that existed were run by the church for the church.

Indeed, the Church of England resisted early attempts for the state to
provide a wider secular education. But in August 1833 Parliament voted
sums of money to be provided each year for the construction of schools
for the children of poor people – the first time the state had become
involved in education. The rationale was simple – they wanted to make
workers more productive.
Even so, before 1870 education remained largely available for the better-
off members of society, with wealthy parents sending their children to
fee-paying schools, some of which had been founded to provide

schooling to those unable to pay. It was in 1870 that local authorities
assumed responsibility for schools and the concept of compulsory
education was introduced for children under the age of 13. However,
attendance was not made compulsory initially, with the provision of
education for children up to the age of 10 being the only stipulation.
Ten years later in 1880 compulsory education for 5 to 10 year olds was
introduced, with the school leaving age increased to 12 in 1889, further
raised to 14 in 1918, 15 in 1947 and 16 in 1973. It makes you realise how
relatively recent the right to education is in England. In Scotland,
universal education was introduced in 1561.
As for me, I am a product of an aspect of the state system no longer

available. After infants and junior school in south east Essex, I was
fortunate enough to gain a place at a direct grant school, based on my 11+
results. Direct grant schools received local authority funding in exchange
for a proportion of pupils being accepted from the state, although other
pupils would have been fee paying.
To say that Bancroft’s School in Woodford provided me with the impetus
to do well in the world is probably no exaggeration. Founded in 1737 in
Mile End by Archbishop Francis Bancroft, it was for the poor children of
the East End of London, but
eventually became fee paying. It is
owned by the Drapers Company, a
City Livery Company with
significant resources, so that when
the direct grant system was
abolished, they simply reverted to fee
paying only.
It is a source of some personal regret
that the sort of opportunity afforded
to me is no longer available to those
with modest family means, although
I acknowledge that there is a counter
argument. Whether Mr. Gove has
ever considered reintroducing this
system, I do not know, but I suspect a
shake-up of our education system
will not go amiss.

Brian Tora is Chairman of Little
Waldingfield Parish Council.

CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

Soap Box



Gardening in March  Harry Buckledee

Pruning of established Hybrid T and Floribunda roses should be
completed without delay, otherwise it will be late in summer before the
first crop of blooms appears. Cut out completely all diseased and frost
damaged wood. Healthy wood has a creamy green colour when cut. A
brown cut indicates that the stem is frost damaged or diseased and further
cuts should be made until healthy wood is reached or, if necessary, the
stem removed completely. Sometimes in mild winters, the bushes do not
drop their leaves completely. Any leaves that are left on after pruning
should be removed, otherwise frozen rain may lodge in the angle of the
leaf stalks causing damage to the dormant bud and setting up disease.
Standard roses should have all weak shoots cut back to the main stem.

Remaining stems should be cut back to three or four dormant buds taking
care that the buds are pointing outwards and upwards in the direction to
which new shoots are needed to maintain a good shaped head.
Carnations and Pinks, both members of the dianthus family and noted for
their fragrance are amongst the most popular garden flowers. Now is the
time to order plants and prepare beds for planting. Choose a sunny, open
situation raising the bed about six inches if the drainage is poor. They
need an alkaline soil so apply lime or chalk if necessary and mix four
ounces per square yard of bone meal into a depth of four inches.
Choose a warm frost free spell and drain about three quarters of the water
from garden pools and replace with fresh clean water. This will reduce the
concentration of toxic material and salts which accumulates during
winter, caused by decaying plant material and it will also benefit the fish.
Begin regularly feeding fish as soon as they appear active.
March is your last chance to plant bare rooted shrubs and trees. After this
month all planting should be from container grown plants. After the dry
summer of 2013 which caused much grass to die off, the invasion of moss
in lawns is quite a serious problem now. Steps should be taken to correct
poor physical conditions and treat with lawn sand. Proprietary brands of
lawn sand are very effective but can be expensive if you have a large area
to treat. A good home made mix can be made up by using the following:
3 parts Sulphate of Iron, 5 parts Sulphate of Ammonia, 8 parts of dry
sharp sand or fine dry peat. Mix thoroughly and apply to the lawn at a
good handful per square yard. The Sulphate of Iron will kill the moss and
the Sulphate of Ammonia will encourage the grass to grow above the
moss. Some blacking of the grass may occur especially if there is no

rainfall for two days, but this is only temporary.
Cut back to two buds the following shoots of winter Jasmine as soon as

flowering has finished. Failure to do this will result in a plant with a lot
of non-flowering wood.
Winter flowering Viburnums and bodnantense require little pruning but

if necessary they can be trimmed now that they have finished flowering,
All that is needed is the removal of any old and over crowded wood to
make room for shoots to grow.
Spring usually arrives by mid-March and the frequent sunny days

provide the opportunity for an increasing range of gardening tasks. It's
time to get busy preparing seed beds, sowing seed, cutting back winter
shrubs and generally tidying up around the garden.
Top 10 jobs this month
1. Plant shallots, onion sets and early potatoes
2. Protect new spring shoots from slugs
3. Plant summer-flowering bulbs
4. Lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials
5. Top dress containers with fresh compost
6. Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed)
7. Cut back Cornus (dogwood) and Salix (willow) grown for colourful
winter stems
8. Weeds come back in to growth - deal with them before they get out of
hand
9. Start feeding fish and using the pond fountain; remove pond heaters
10. Open the greenhouse or conservatory doors and vents on warm days
Sow now
Broad beans, carrots, parsnips, early potatoes, radish, peas, lettuce,
spinach, chard.
Harvest now
Brussels sprouts, leeks, kale, winter salads and rhubarb.
Visit the garden centre and choose some summer flowering bulbs to plant.
and remember, as the weather gets warmer the weeds will begin to grow
get weeding to keep your garden looking lovely.
Keep feeding the birds in your garden and why not put up nesting boxes
for them.
Sow some wildlife friendly flower seeds such as honesty or verbena to
encourage insects in to your garden in the summer.

R M D UPHOLSTERY
Richard Darvell

All types of work undertaken.
Modern and antique

Free stimates

For a reliable and friendly service 

Please contact 
Mobile: 07806505916 

25 Years experience, No vat charge



Edwardstone Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held at 7.30 pm Monday 20th January 2014 at
Edwardstone Village Hall
Present:S Norman (in the Chair), C Britcher (Vice-Chair),  M.Childs,  P Clarke,
S Flack Garry Peacock & Jim Robinson
In attendance:B Hurren (District Councillor) S Gray (Clerk) and 54 members of
the public
Councillors Clare Britcher, Melanie Childs and Paul Clarke handed to the Clerk a
request from the Councillors requesting full dispensation from the Clerk with
regards their pecuniary interest when discussing and voting on the Precept for the
term of their office. The Clerk granted this dispensation for the term of their office.
Apologies for Absence:There were none
To Receive Councillors’ Declarations of Interest in any item on this agenda:
• Chairman Sharon Norman declared an interest in Agenda item 5 Planning
Application No: NoB/13/01107/FUL. 
• Vice-Chair Claire Britcher declared an interest in Agenda item 5 Planning
Application No: NoB/13/01107/FUL. 
• Garry Peacock declared an interest in Agenda item 5 Planning Application No: 
NoB/13/01107/FUL
All the above signed the Declarations of Interest Book.
To approve the Minutes of the meeting of the November 2013: 
The Minutes were approved; proposed by Shirley Flack, seconded by Vice- Chair
Clare Britcher.
To receive reports and questions from Councillors and Members of the
Public: Bryn Hurren reported that Babergh District Council was expected to do
more with less with a £1.25 million cut from Government. The Council is expected
to set a nil increase as the Government will give 2% if they do.
With regards Planning Application No: B/13/01107/FUL Bryn said that he would
stay to hear the views of the Parishioners and asked them to copy him on the e
mails to John Davies the Planning Officer.
At this point, Chair Sharon Norman ,Vice- Chair Clare Britcher and Garry
Peacock left the room and Councillor Jim Robinson was elected as Chairman.
Over 50 Members of the Public attended and some raised concerns about the lack
of notice/publicity given about the planning application. It was pointed out by the
Chairmen that the application had been listed on the agenda for the November
2013 meeting and posted on the notice board in compliance with the Parish
Council’s requirements and that the application notices were posted in accordance
with the planning regulations.
Members of the Public raised concerns about the lack of notice/publicity given
about the planning application. It was also acknowledged by Frank Laurenson
District Councillor for Waldingfield that the erection of Solar panels on
agricultural land is not in the Babergh District Council guidelines for planning and
that this needed to be rectified.
They were asked to give their name and approximate address before speaking and
it was noted that of those who spoke at the meeting more than half of them were
not resident in Edwardstone
The objections raised by parishioners and other members of the public were as

follows:
• The loss of agricultural land
• The field detailed in the planning application was classed as Grade2  agricultural
land by DEFRA only two years ago now it was Grade 3A.
• Residents were unsure of the exact location of the field and its size which now
in the winter months with less vegetation was more defined and that the beautiful
area needed to be protected.
• There was concern at the size of the solar panel site and its impact on the
landscape by the St. Mary the Virgin Church 
• The photographs accompanying the application were misleading as they were
taken when the trees and hedges were in full leaf and were also taken from a low
viewpoint.
• The change of use from agricultural could set a precedent meaning that the land
could be used for industrial purposes in the future.
In response to these objections, the applicant, Philip Taylor, pointed out that the
loss of agricultural land was minimal compared to the recent development at
Copella. The energy created by the Solar Panels has the potential to produce 9%
of domestic power for the Babergh district. The development would include
various environmental enhancements and the fact that the stock proof fence would
inhibit predators would lead to an increase in bio-diversity over the lifetime of the
project. A bond would be lodged at commencement of the development to ensure
the site would be restored to agricultural use at the end of the expected 25 year
lifespan.
Both the Chairman and the District Councillor encouraged anyone with an
objection to write directly to Babergh District Council and the email address of the
planning officer was given as John.Davies@Babergh.Gov.UK
A Parishioner asked if an Edwardstone Parish Council website could be created.
The Council said that this would be a future Agenda item.
One member of the public complained that the minutes did not appear in the Box
River News and it was pointed out that the minutes were sent to the editor. 
It was noted that some parishioners were forthright in their demands to be heard
and complained at the previous “no objections “to the planning application.
1) Planning Matters
a) Applications
Planning Application NoB/13/01107/FUL Rogers Farm, Rogers Lane, Newton
Sudbury CO10 5LA. Change of use of agricultural land to use as solar farm for
generation of electricity from solar energy together with associated works
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comprising solar panels on mounted frames, security fencing, inverters,
transformers and a switch gear cabinet as amended by revised plans received plans
received on 19 November 2013 including amended plan, updated tree survey and
root protection plan, additional information pack, construction access plans and
hedgerow and tree impact report, cross section views from Church of St. Mary the
Virgin, amended plans of proposed structures. layout Councillors discussed the
above application as an adjoining parish and, after the strong representations from
the Parishioners of Edwardstone, the Council agreed to object to the loss of
agricultural land, the intrusion on an area of natural habitat and the visual impact
from Edwardstone.
The Council felt that the summer photos sent in the original planning application
mis-represented the view of the solar panels from Edwardstone due to the summer
vegetation. Now in the winter months the site is fully exposed to view. 
It was felt that the proposed screen planting of trees that will reach 16 metres after
10 years and would have to be coniferous to provide adequate year round
screening would have an adverse effect on the natural part of the landscape.
At this point Chair Sharon Norman and Vice- Chair Claire Britcher returned to the
room and Sharon Norman took the Chair. 
Financial Matters:
a) Precept
The Clerk reported that the tax base for Edwardstone has resulted in a reduced
grant of £249 from Babergh.  The Responsible Financial Officer reported to the
Council the Accounts to date. The Council discussed the financial commitments
for the coming year; in particular the update of the lights at Mill Green. It was
agreed for the 2014/15 precept to be £5625.00 (an increase of £1.00 per elector) in
order to ensure there were enough in reserves for the maintenance and update of
the lights. 
Future Agenda Items: • Telephone Kiosk • Maintenance of local Footpaths• 
• Standing Orders • Street Lighting • Website
Dates of Future Meetings:17th March 2014, 19th May 2014 (AGM & APM),
21st July 2014, 15th September 2014, 17th November 2014
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at
9.20pm 
Editors note. The BRN has never failed to publish the minutes of Edwardstone
Parish Council whenever they have been submitted

Groton Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held at 7.30 pm Wednesday 8th January 2014 at
Groton Village Hall, Broad Street, Groton
Present:D Elliott, C Fraulo (in the Chair), C Kennedy, J Osborne (Vice- Chair),
G Smith & Adam Dixon Smith
In attendance:S Gray (Clerk) A. Robinson & S Osborne
Apologies for Absence:There were none.
Presentation from Sunila Osborne:Sunila Osborne presented to the Council a
summary of the Housing Needs Survey in Groton, conducted in July 2013. There
were 48 completed surveys returned out of 150 delivered, which is a 32% return.
The average return is 30%- 40% and the average age of those who returned forms
was 60-74. One household was in need of a house for two people indicating that
the need for the Parish is low. The Gateway to home choice register states that a
further four households have a local connection to Groton and are in need of
houses.
It was agreed that the Council would discuss the results of Housing Needs Survey
and its results and inform Sunila whether they would pursue it further.
To approve the Minutes of the meeting of the 13th November 2013:The
Minutes of the 13th November 2013 were approved, proposed by Chris Kennedy,
seconded by Vice Chair Jeremy Osborne.
Planning Matters: Housing Needs Survey
Councillors agreed that Housing Needs Survey results meant that the need was
low. After much discussion the Council asked the Chairman to contact Sunila at
Community Action Suffolk to discuss the distribution of a survey to find out the
number those households who would like to downsize. The Council agreed this
information would enable them to make a more informed decision with regards the
size and viability of an affordable housing plot.
Precept 2014/15:The Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) reported to the
Council the forecast to the end of the financial year 2013/14.
The tax base for Groton for 2014/15 has resulted in a reduced grant of £159.00
from Babergh.
The Councillors discussed the precept for 2014/15 and, after much discussion and
consultation, agreed that an increase of £100.00 (£0.45 per elector). This would
ensure that the Reserves could be maintained.
Chairman’s and Clerk’s Reports & Correspondence:The Chairman reported
that Anita Robinson had been appointed as Clerk and Responsible Financial
Officer to the Council as from 1st February 2014. 
Councillors thanked the Chairman for arranging and paying for the cleaning of the
Groton War Memorial.
Future Agenda Items:• Local Housing Needs Survey • Notice Board •
• Speeding Traffic • Groton United Charities
Dates of Next Meetings:5th March 2014, 7th May  2014 (AGM & APM)
2nd July 2014, 3rd September 2014, 5th November 2014, 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30
pm.



BOXFORD PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES of the
MEETING held on Monday 20 January 2014 at 7.30 p.m. in Bell House,
Stone Street Road, Boxford.
PRESENT: R Balls (Chairman), M Norman (Vice Chairman), C Hughes, S
Impett, J Fincham-Jacques, R Gates, C Wilson, R Hobbs, J Finch (County
Councillor), B Hurren  District Councillor) [arrived 8.30pm]. PC Enise Bala   
1 Member of the Public.      
APOLOGIES: were received from D Hatterell (clerk); S Green, 
S Impett agreed to take notes of the meeting
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY COUNCILLORS: Nothing was
declared. 
MINUTES OF 6 January 2014: Accepted as correct.    
Questions from the public: D House asked what had happened to the dog and
litter notices promised from B Hurren   Bryn to be asked when he arrived later in
the meeting.  M Norman confirmed that the dog fouling was certainly worse over
the last few weeks, probably due to people not being able to get out of the village
as fields and footpaths were very muddy.  Action B Hurren
POLICE REPORT: NOTE- Report to be resent as dates incorrect. Update at next
meeting.
PC Bala reported that during 15 Dec & 15 Jan there were 3 crimes against 5 in the
same period last year.  1 vehicle damage in Swan Street no witness so crime will
remain unsolved.  Public order offence, both offender and victim are known.
There appeared to be some problem with the report and PC Bala will check dates
as those in report all state November!!  Report to be resent.  Action DH to check
when report resent and Police item to be resubmitted at the next meeting.
PC Bala reported that burglary is on the increase.  Police patrols are out in areas
being targeted but they have no leads.  She urged vigilance particularly in/around
outbuildings.  She also confirmed that Boxford School Parking would be on the
Police Priority list until March. Council outlined the idea of "one way" system
round the village during school times, PC Bala thought this seemed a good idea.
She would also discuss with other officers any other ideas that might be useful.
Action:  SG - Next Neighbourhood Meeting, 18 March at Alpheaton.
COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT : County Councillor James Finch attended and
reported as follows: - 
Are you Interested in adopting a child
The Suffolk County Council (SCC) is urging people interested in adopting to come
forward, with 30 children in Suffolk currently looking for a permanent adoptive
family.  This “New Year” push is aimed at addressing the desperate need for more
people to come forward and provide ‘forever families’. What a wonderful start to
the new Year it could be for one of those 30 children if we could find a home in
the Stour Valley.  The council is especially on the look-out for families for sibling
groups, older children and children with disabilities.  Applications are welcomed
from all sections of the community, to offer a child, or sibling group, a loving and
supportive family for life.  Anyone interested in finding out more about adoption
can call Suffolk Adoption Agency on 01473 265595, or visit
www.suffolk.gov.uk/care-and-support/fostering-and-adoption/adoption 
Action: All Councillors should be aware that there is a real need for new families
to be found.
Investing in Apprenticeships
The SCC Cabinet in their December 2013 meeting approved a three year
investment plan to achieve accelerated and sustainable growth in apprenticeship
numbers for the benefit of young people and businesses across the county.  They
also approved a capped budget of £1.5m to establish a local Apprenticeship
Service and deliver a series of targeted marketing campaigns to promote the
importance of apprenticeships and drive greater take up by businesses and young
people.
SCC leads the way in championing good rail service for Suffolk
An SCC-organised conference brought together key figures last month to discuss
the rail needs of people and businesses across Suffolk, and develop a clear, joined-
up approach to achieving them. The 2013 Suffolk Rail conference was attended by
Suffolk MPs, officials from the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP),
the Department for Transport, Network Rail and Greater Anglia.  Business
representatives and others who attended heard how rail improvements, such as
greater frequency, could help connect businesses and make a big difference to the
local economy.  A new rail prospectus is being developed for Suffolk, identifying
the county’s needs and the actions required to deliver them.  This will be available
for consultation in the spring.
Only by businesses, politicians, local authorities and other key partners coming
together can we deliver real change for Suffolk’s rail network, and make the
county’s rail service as good as it can be for all those using it.
Have you checked your Chimney Flue?  Chimney fires are on the increase.
SCC’s Fire and Rescue Service is warning people across Suffolk to check their
chimney flue, to ensure it’s clear, before lighting a fire.  The warning comes as
figures show a 42% increase in chimney fires in Suffolk compared with the same
period last year.  In December 2013 alone, there were 37 reported chimney fires,
compared with 26 in December 2012.  It is recommended that all chimneys and
flues are cleaned at least once a year, or quarterly for wood fires, and checked to
make sure that they are free from debris.  Anyone trying to find a suitable chimney
sweep can visit www.checkatrade.com, which is the on-line directory of local
tradesmen and women who have been checked by SCC Trading Standards.
Monks Eleigh Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School – Update
This is an update statement reference the future of this school which was managed
by the Governors of Boxford School.“Monks Eleigh Primary was inspected by
Ofsted in summer 2013 and deemed to be inadequate. As a result it has been placed
in Special Measures in September 2013. The school has been part of a federation

with Boxford England Voluntary Controlled Primary School for two years and the
Head Teacher at Boxford has also been the Head Teacher at Monks Eleigh during
this time. The governors at Boxford decided to dissolve the federation with Monks
Eleigh with effect from 31st December 2013. The governors at the school tendered
their resignations during the autumn term and requested that the LA apply to the
Secretary of State to establish an Interim Executive Board to oversee the
school.The Suffolk County Council (SCC)  has successfully applied to the
Department for Education to establish an Interim Executive Board. Suitably
qualified and experienced individuals have been identified as members of the
Interim Executive Board. The SCC has secured the services of an experienced
Head Teacher - Karen Harman - who will lead the school from January 2014 while
its future is being planned. The first tasks of the IEB will be to ensure standards of
teaching are appropriate; pupil attainment and progress are secure and to look at
the future viability of the school.  This work will be done in liaison with the Local
Authority (SCC) , the Diocese and the Community. “
My next Boxford Surgery:There will be one on Wednesday 12th February 2014 at
4.00pm in Mary’s House, Swan Street Boxford. They are open to all from my
Division.  Please come and see me if you have some specific issues to discuss.
New lighting schedules to start w/c 10 February.  In the meantime JF-J asked
James to look at lighting at Homefield.  Following some work carried out before
Christmas there is now no lighting outside the Homefield Flats.  Action:  J Finch
24 January:  Site meeting with Jane Burchall to seek answers to drainage/flooding.
JF offered some locality money to any works carried out.
RG reported severe flooding in Assington Lane near Turks Hall  Action JF
Speed Watch:  JF offer 50% towards high visibility jackets. JF
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT :  BH reported that Babergh are
hoping to see a 0% increase.  If this is possible they will get a top up of 2% from
Government.  Core Strategy Plan has been accepted.  New housing proposed in all
"core" villages, of which Boxford is one.  Homefield Flats (Flagship) Following
the very wet weather the flooding at the Playingfields is severe.  BH met with
David Burdon chair of Playingfield Management Committee.  David Burdon
agreed to a meeting with Flagship to get the drainage mended/working.  
Sandhill Development:  The plans have been returned to Iceni to improve the
design to be more suited to a village environment and the drainage has to be
improved to meet Environmental Standards. Babergh in turn have been able to
extend the deadline for funding to end of March. BH reported that the Goodland's
development also has to improve drainage before the development can proceed.
MN reported that the mechanical sweeper is out of action, if this is true then
sweeping in the village will not be possible.  Action:  BH
Chicken Farm:  Site is looking badly neglected.  BH asked to seek assurance from
Babergh that they will be serving a notice on the owner.  BH asked Boxford Parish
Council to back him up with a letter of concern from the council. Action:  SMI
email to be sent to Jill Harris/ Chris Thurlow/Peter Burroughs.
CLERKS CORRESPONCE: Read an accepted
FINANCE: Invoice from Martin Creighton cheque was raised and MN will pass
to MC.  Work carried out - Fallen tree in cemetery £50, Clearing of leaves from
graveyard £260, Cutting hedge by Village Hall ad clearing ditch £130.  Total
cheque:  £440.
CEMETERY: It has been reported that paths are slippery.  This is likely during
the bad weather we have experienced but MN is aware and has been putting own
moss killer to improve the situation.  It was not felt necessary for a notice to warn
of slippery paths.
MERGER OF BOXFORD AND GROTON UNITED CHARITIES. Letter
received from Guy Godfray.  Council in agreement for merger.  Proposed RG
seconded JF-J.
FITZGERALD MEADOW: Council agreed that we need the roads to be
adopted. ACTION RB to contact Peter Black to proceed with legal requirements. 
FOOTPATH COX HILL TO BOXFORD CENTRE: Site meeting changed to 5
February 10.00 am to discuss changes to permissive path and also a footpath down
Sand Hill.  The following councils agreed to attend MN, RH, SMI.
VOLUNTARY ONE WAY SYSTEM IN BOXFORD DURING SCHOOL
DROP OFF AND PICKUP TIMES Letter for Newsletter, Council to decide if
this would be an article in the Newsletter or a leaflet to go on  coloured paper for
more impact. - Action: SMI to prepare draft for councillors. R Giles, Boxford Head
Teacher to be informed of proposal.  Action SMI. It was agreed timings to be 08.50
- 9.15 and 14.45 - 16.00 during term times.  Notices would  be placed in shops and
also to go into children's school bags.
PRECEPT AND BUDGET: £34,850 was agreed, proposed SMI, seconded MN.
Action:  RB will secure form and  complete to send to Babergh.
REPORTS FROM CHAIRMAN AND MEMERS: Letter from PCC re mobile
mast.  General in agreement but have asked Parish Council to get further
information.  RB will speak to Judy as it was felt the diocese will have the
information required.
RG - 25 pot holes in Assington Lane and a number in Stone Street.  Site meeting
to be requested for both sites.  Action: Clerk  CW - broken glass outside The Fleece
n the patch and in the road.  MN agreed to have a word with Claire at The Fleece.
RH Leaves are being blown into a pile but not cleared causing path around Village
Hall to be slippery and dangerous.  This had already been cleared with Martin
Creighton completed his jobs in cemetery.  Cycle Route sign needs cleaning.
Action Clerk.  Homefield Flats - a manhole cover has been damaged with concrete
"rubble" around the outside.  JF-J said the Water board were in the area and it may
have been something to do with them.  Both RH and JF-J  would  monitor over
next couple of weeks.
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Notice for Boxford Residents
Would Boxford residents please avoid contacting the 

Parish Clerk until further notice. Please Contact any of the parish
councillors if there is anything you wish to draw to their attention.



Minutes of Newton Parish Council
15th January 2014
Present: Councillors Paul Presland (Chairman), Roy Gardner, Lee Parker, Rita
Schwenk, Philip Taylor, Alan Vince and Deborah Williams.
Attending: James Finch (Suffolk County Councillor), James Cartlidge (Babergh
District Councillor), 5 residents and D Crimmin (Clerk).
Apologies for Absence:The Police sent their apologies.
Declaration of Interests: Cllrs Gardner and Vince declared personal interests in
item 14/009d and 14/010a as they are members of the Newton Green Golf Club.
Cllr Taylor had a pecuniary interest in item 14/010d and left the meeting while this
item was discussed.
Requests for councillor dispensation:None were received.
Minutes of meeting held on the 13th November 2013:The minutes of the
meeting were approved by the councillors and signed by the Chairman as a correct
record.
Newton Youth Council: The councillors reviewed the draft constitution of the
Newton Youth Council and following discussions with the young people’s
representatives present at the meeting unanimously resolved to adopt the
constitution.  With the NYC being a working group of NPC and the Clerk acting
as Clerk to the NYC the councillors agreed to:
• The Clerk will investigate what NPC need to undertake under the Disclosure and
Barring Service
• The Clerk and one councillor will be present for each NYC meeting
• An NYC budget to be agreed by councillors
• A Notice of Election to be issued for NYC candidates with an application closing
date of the 28th February.  Clerk to act as returning officer.
Public Forum: The reports are contained in Appendix A.
Correspondence (Appendix B):Following a review of the Correspondence and
the emails circulated the councillors resolved that no further action was required
in connection to a farm track closure from Rotten Row after the update received
from Cllr Schwenk on the matter.
Clerks Report (Appendix C): Following a review of the Clerk’s Report the
councillors wished to note their appreciation to all the residents who provided
Christmas Lighting along the A134 and to Richard Morris of Mill Green in
Edwardstone who donated the Christmas Trees on the Green to NPC.
Finance
a.All cheques signed and due for signing, as itemised in Appendix D, were
authorised by the councillors.  The councillors also noted the income received
since the last meeting and reviewed the Statement of Accounts against the budget
and the bank reconciliation against the bank statements.
b.The councillors resolved to award the 2014 Footpaths Cutting contract to D
Gotts at £50 per cut.
c. The councillors resolved to award the 2014 Playground Maintenance grass
cutting contract to G Flowers at a total cost of £700.
d. The councillors considered the request from Newton Green Golf Club for a
donation towards their project to build the Arthur Davey Starter shelter and
resolved to donate £100.
e. Following a review of the agreed Expenditure budget and proposed reserves
(Appendix E) the councillors resolved to set a Precept of £9,067.02 for 2014 / 2015
which will mean a 0% increase in the Band D Council Tax.  The councillors further
resolved that if the Government introduces a Precept Cap on NPC for 2014 / 2015,
then the Precept is to be set so that the Band D Council Tax is 0.05% below the
threshold of the referendum criteria so avoiding a referendum.  
Planning:
a. The councillors reviewed Planning Application B/13/01445 Newton Green Golf
Course - Erection of shed for starter's shelter at 1st tee on the golf club and
resolved to support the application.
b. The councillors noted Planning Application B/13/01351 Land north of
Redwoods, Church Road - Application for Hedgerow Removal Notice - Section of
hedge removal to allow work on burst water pipe.
c. No further planning applications had been received since the agenda was posted.  
d. The councillors noted that a futher mobile home is to be located on Gouldings
Farm and asked the Clerk to confirm with Babergh if this is also part of the
conditions given with the planning permission.  The councillors reviewed the
communication from BDC regarding NPC’s response to Planning Application
B/13/01107 and resolved their acceptance of the proposal.  
Playground and Asset Maintenance Programme:No issues raised.
NPC Byelaws: The Clerk updated councillors on the feedback from the
Department of Communities and Local Government on their review of the draft
byelaws compliance to DCLG’s guidelines.   It is hoped to have these discussions
completed and feedback given to stakeholders by February.
Local Housing Needs Scheme:Hastoe and Orwell will present their portfolios to
NPC on the 24th January following which NPC will appoint its preferred partner.
Road Safety:The councillors agreed to consult with residents over their priorities
for the various road safety initiatives suggested for Newton via a questionnaire.  A
working party to draft questionnaire for formal adoption at the March meeting.
Effectiveness of Internal Controls and Internal Audit process:The councillors
reviewed the current system of NPC’s internal controls and internal audit and
resolved that they were satisfied:
• With the review of the Internal Audit as per Appendix F
• That the scope of the audit is in accordance with The Governance and
Accountability in Local Councils in England and Wales, A Practitioners Guide
2011 and the guidelines issued by BDO LLP and by the Suffolk Association of
Local Councils
• With the report provided by the internal auditor at the conclusion of audit for
review by NPC.

• The councillors further resolved that Heelis & Lodge  scope of internal audit
work was in accordance with the role required to be undertaken by the internal
auditor for NPC
• With the Internal Control processes undertaken by the council.
Risk Management Register:Following a review of NPC’s Risk Management
Register the councillors considered that it was appropriate for NPC’s operations.  
Spring and Autumn cleans: The councillors agreed Saturday 5th April and
Saturday 1st November for the 2014 litter picks.  Both events to start at 8.30am in
the Village Hall.
Village Hall and Trust representative updates:The Village Hall committee are
reviewing solar panels for the Village Hall as well as running a Summer Munch on
the 20th July.  Newton Green Trust have nearly completed the project to resurface
the Saracens Head car park.
Questions to the Chair: The Chairman requested that the Clerk contact the
agency responsible for the sewage pipe replacement in Church Road to see when
the field used as a depot will be restored to field.
Date of Next Meeting:The next meeting will be held on Friday 24th January
starting at 9.45am.  
The meeting closed at 9.45pm.
Appendix A: Public Forum
James Finch updated councillors on Adopting a Child, Investing in Apprentiships,
Further investment in Local Broadband, Good rail service for Suffolk, Managing
a Masterpiece.  James Cartlidge updated councillors on the Core Strategy being
found sound after examination.
The Clerk read the Police report.  “This report covers the period from 12/11/2013
to 10/01/2014. During this time there has been 1 crimes recorded within the parish,
this compares to 1 crime for the same period last year.  1 report of Burglary
Dwelling - Between 1500 and 1600 on 21/11/13 a property was broken into on
Church Road. Nothing was stolen but damage was caused. Due to lack to evidence,
witnesses and CCTV this crime has been finalised.”
Minutes of Newton Parish Council 24 January
Present: Councillors Roy Gardner (Chairman), Lee Parker, Rita Schwenk, Alan
Vince and Deborah Williams.
Attending: Gregg Dodds (Orwell Housing Association), Isabel Wright (Hastoe
Group), Kim Best (Babergh District Council) and D Crimmin (Clerk).
Apologies for Absence:Cllrs Presland and Taylor sent their apologies.
Declaration of Interests:None were declared.
Requests for councillor dispensation:None were received.
Minutes of meeting held on the 14th January 2014: Following the change of the
date to the 20th July 2014 for the Midsummer Munch, the minutes of the meeting
were approved by the councillors and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
Public Forum: There were no members of the public present.
Appointment of Registered Provider for Local Housing Scheme:Gregg Dodds,
New Business Manager of the Orwell Housing Association, gave councillors the
background to why OHA should be chosen as the Registered Provider for the
proposed Newton scheme.  OHA is a registered charity which currently manages
3,500 dwellings of which around 5% were unoccupied.  In the last year OHA had
developed 100 new dwellings to the CSH Level 3 standard.
Isabel Wright, Senior Development Office at Hastoe Group, gave councillors the
background as to why HG should be chosen as the Registered Provider for the
proposed Newton scheme.  HG is an Industrial Provident Society which currently
manages 4,000 dwellings of which 2 - 3% were unoccupied.  In the last year HG
had developed 300 new dwellings to the CSH Level 4 standard.
The councillors then considered the presentations given, and the responses of each
provider to the questions asked by the councillors, in assessing which provider
would best suit the needs for the Newton scheme.  The councillors resolved to
appoint Hastoe as NPC’s Registered Provider.
Statement of Community Involvement Consultation: Following a review of
Babergh’s consultation draft on their Statement of Community Involvement, the
councillors resolved to send the following response with regard to section 2.4 Duty
to Co-operate.  “NPC consider that BDC should work closely with county and
district councils outside Suffolk in order that cross county boundary issues are
resolved collaboratively.  This is of particular relevance to the Sudbury area where
the issue of cross border highway needs is still unresolved.” 
Questions to the Chair: The councillors moved the Autumn Clean date to
Saturday 25th October 2014 after hearing that the Village Hall was in use on that
date.
Date of Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 12th March
2014. The meeting closed at 11.59am.

Parish Council Matters



Sir

OK this may seem petty but can the walker who insists on leaving a
"Hansel and Gretel" trail of these mint wrappers around our beautiful
footpaths really not remember their way home any other way...

Boxford

Sir

I would like to thank everybody who bought this year’s Boxford
Christmas card and especially to the ladies in the 
Newsagents who did sterling work serving you all and looking after the
money for me.
The profit from the sale of the cards has been boosted by the purchase of
the original artwork by Mr Bull of Butcher's Lane 
which made the cheque given to the Boxford Over 60’s Club £378.30,
which I'm sure they will find a good use for.

Queen Bee Designs Ltd.
Edwardstone

Sir
Jimmy’s Retirement

We are saying goodbye to Jimmy our “paperboy” who has sensibly
decided, at the age of 81, that delivering newspapers, especially on cold
winter mornings, is best left in younger hands. 
Though unseen by most of us in those early hours, we shall miss his
amazing regularity and reliability whatever the weather. We are truly
grateful to Jimmy (and to all the early birds at Boxford News) for such an
excellent service. 
If you would like to contribute towards a retirement present to Jimmy,
please make your donation at Boxford News.

Jeremy Wagener
Boxford

Sir
Strengthening the voice of your local community

Healthwatch Suffolk is here to listen to your views about health and social
care services in the county. It has the power to use your views to improve,
shape and influence services now and for the future. That is why it is
calling for your views, which can be either good or bad, about NHS health
services and publicly funded social care services. The message is to share
your views even if you do not think that you have much to say.
Healthwatch Suffolk was launched in June 2013 and has been working

hard since to establish itself as the counties health and social care
consumer champion. Its membership base has grown considerably and
now has a collective voice of approaching 3,000 people. You can join for
free too and be kept up-to-date with all of the latest news and
opportunities to improve care services for your community.
This year will see the setup of Healthwatch Suffolk Hubs, which will be
local focal points where people can make their views heard and will
mirror the county’s district boundaries. The Hubs will enable and
empower local people to play an active role in the design and delivery of
their local services. They will also bring together local people in each
district so that Healthwatch Suffolk can obtain their views about the
health and social care services that they use.
The Healthwatch Suffolk Community Development Team currently

attend a variety of events, groups and meetings across the county to talk
to people about Healthwatch Suffolk. They are starting to recruit
volunteers to act as Healthwatch Suffolk Champions within their hubs.
The process of volunteer recruitment will begin in St Edmundsbury and
Waveney, followed by all other districts soon thereafter.
Look out for more information coming soon about how you can become
involved with your local hub to make a difference to health and social
care services in your community. In the meantime, keep Healthwatch
Suffolk up-to-date with your views because they really can make a
difference. More information is available on
www.healthwatchsuffolk.co.uk or by calling a member of the
Healthwatch Suffolk team on 01449 703949.

Healthwatch
Suffolk

Clean ‘N’ Gleam
Phone Mark on: 01787 880371
Mobile: 07904 594957

We are an establised Automobile Engineering Company
specialising in all Classic and performance cars but particularly

Jaguar and Saab
25 years Saab  Sales Tuning and Servicing Experience
40 years   Jaguar Experience  especially  E-types / Mk2

Car Storage with Collection and  delivery Arranged

Please visit our website for more details

Nr Manningtree
01255 870636 sales@abbottracing.com

www.abbottracing.com

Readers Letters



Box River Benefice,
Parish Councillors
Boxford Parish Council

Roger Balls (Chairman) 19 Daking Avenue 210136
Cecil Hughes Kiln Place, Cox Hill 210685
Julian Fincham-Jaques 42 Homefield 210376
Richard Gates 2 Brick Kiln Hill 210432
Sue Green.  34, Swan Street. 210603
Suzanne Impett Amberley, The Causeway 210035
Michael Norman (Vice Chair) 13 Gunary Close 210229
Robert Hobbs  7 Boxford Lane 211529
Cheryl Wilson 13 Swan Street. 211692
Debbie Hattrell (Parish Clerk) 210943
Bryn Hurren (BABERGH District Councillor,) 210854
James Finch (Suffolk County Councillor,)01206 263649

Groton Parish Council
Carey Fraulo Groton Manor Farm, 210391
Chairman Castlings Heath  
Jeremy OsborneWaterside Barn 211960
Vice Chair Groton Place, Groton C010 5EE 
Anita Robinson Logan Cottage

Groton Street CO10 EE 211673
Parish Clerk Boxford CO10 5NP
David Elliott 9 Gunary Close 210802

Boxford C010 5QB 
Mark Mayhew 8 Castlings Heat, Groton 211818
Adam Dixon-Smith 210007

Castlings Hall, Castlings Heath, Groton
Colin Blackmore 211134

The Old Rectory, Groton Street.
Gerald Smith 7 Castlings Heath 210958

Little Waldingfield Parish Council
Brian Tora Enniskillen Lodge 247783
(Chairman) The Street, Little Waldingfield C010 0SU 
Roger Williams Kirkwall, Church Road

Little Waldingfield C010 0SX 247053
Andy Shepperd 1 Grove Avenue 247980
Mike Ewen Cobweb Cottage, High St Farm 211466

Little Waldingfield C010 0SS 
Vic Flute 14 Grove Avenue

Little Waldingfield, CO10 0SX 247554
Dominic Kiddy Green Farm, 

Newmans Green CO10 0AB      07976577205
Stewart Braybrook Cypress House 247043

Edwardstone Parish Council
No confirmation of make up of new council yet
Sharon Norman  (Chairman) Dormers, Sherbourne Street

210386
Claire Britcher (Vice Chairman) 211234
Anita Robinson Parish Clerk 211673
Paul Clarke Hazel Cottage 210689
Shirley Flack Mill Cottage, Mill Green 210050
Garry Peacock Cock & Spring Cottage 211203
Jim Robinson Logan Cottage, Groton Street 211678

Newton Green
Roy Gardner Vice Chairman 312346
Alan Vince 373963
Rita Schwenk 210838
Lee Parker 376073
Paul Presland Chairman 379204
Philip Taylor 211265
Deborah Williams 378437
Clerk David Crimmin 375085
Web Site: www.newton.suffolk.gov.uk

Hadleigh Hairloom
78 – 80 High Street, Hadleigh

01473 822191

Walk-in Family Salon

Catering to the entire family’s 

hairdressing needs    

*Easy Access   *Family Friendly  *

Free Wi-Fi   * Two Late Nights *

Comfortable Waiting Area 

with Toys and TV.

Monday 9 – 5.30; Tuesday 9 – 7.00*

Wednesday 9 – 5.30; Thursday 9 – 8.00*

Friday 9 – 5.30; Saturday 8.30 – 4.00



BEAUTY THERAPY BY MEGAN
MOBILE BEAUTY TREATMENTS

A fully qualified and insured Mobile therapist offering a
professional and thorough approach to relaxing treatments

in your own home.
Treatments with Megan Pryke VTCT, BABTAC

07876717008
Dermalogica facials/Jessica natural nails &

Gels!/waxing/eye treatments/spray tanning/Make up
Eyelash Extensions/Eyelash perming/Bridal Make-up

Services Directory

C D Lawson
Building & Hard Landscaping

01787 211429   mobile: 07730885019

13 Boxford Lane, Boxford, CO10 5JU
email: lawsondian@btinternet.com

• All Building work • 

• Maintenance •

• Alterations • Extensions • 

• Driveways • Drainage • 

• Patios • Fences etc.•

Professional and Reliable service at
competitive rates

BOXFORD VILLAGE HALL AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR
WEDDING RECEPTIONS • PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

PARTIES OR MEETINGS • FULLY LICENSED • BAR NOW AVAILABLE

To book or for further information
Please contact Veronica Hobbs 01787 211529

DOG WALKER/TRAINER
Experienced dog walker, good rate.

References available.
I am used to a wide range of dogs. 

Looking to take on new clients 
either permanent or occasional. 
I am also an experienced trainer 

only using positive reinforcement methods

Mobile 07939563282

AK SMITH
PLASTERING  

(EST 1986)

CEILINGS, WALLS, FLOORS, 

PLASTERBOARDING.

NO JOB TOO SMALL.

For references soo our website:

www.aksmithplastering.co.uk 

ASSINGTON 01787 212352 

Mobile: 07808027116

METAL FABRICATIONS 
Made to order

eg RAILINGS, GATES, BALCONIES,
STAIRS, SECURITY GRILLES ETC.

Over 30 years experience
Contact Ged Fisher

07989 418856 
gedifish@hotmail.com 

FRENCH SPANISH GERMAN TUITION
Retiring abroad, going on holiday 

or interested in languages ?
Working towards GCSE exams

I have a first class degree in French & Spanish
and am a native German speaker. 

Experience with adult and teenage students.
Call Barbara Sherman on 07890 072163

barbarasherman40@yahoo.com
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W. A.Deacon
Funeral Services

An Independent Family Company
dedicated to your service.
Established over fifty years.

Golden Charter pre-paid arrangements available. 
Private Chapel of Rest

Norman Way, High Street, Lavenham, 
Sudbury CO10 9PY

24-Hour Telephone Service
01787 248282 & 248147

The Local
Self Storage

Company
For all domestic and

business needs

See website for details
www.boxstore.co.uk

or phone 01787 210350

David Folkard

BLOCKBUSTERS
Drain Clearance

Sinks, Toilets, Drains
Sewers etc.

Hadleigh  01473 827426

Boxstore

S. J. HURRELL
PLUMBING &
HEATING

• Bathroom Design & Installation
• Gas & Oil Central Heating Systems
• Kitchen Supply & Installation

Telephone: 01787 249081 Mobile: 07970 163084

Bradshaw Trenching Ltd
Trenching & Groundwork Contractors 

Drainage Fencing
Water mains Manage construction
Irrigation systems Foundations / concreting
Cable ducting Site clearance 

Tel: 01787 210 499 Mob: 07810 801 021
www.bradshawtrenching.co.uk

DDAAWWNN  DDAALLEE
BEAUTY RELAXATION THERAPY 

SCOTLAND STREET, STOKE BY NAYLAND

MANICURE, PEDICURE. WAXING, 
AROMATHERAPY, BODY TREATMENTS,
FACIALS, EYE TREATMENTS, MASSAGE 

LADIES ONLY
RELAXING TREATMENT ROOM IN

BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDINGS
OPEN MON-SAT, & UNTIL 9pm TUE,WED,THU. 

PLEASE PHONE DAWN:01206 262118

P.D.Garner
Plastering Services

Telephone: 01206 262207 
Mobile: 07976 246713

13 Elmtree Lane, Leavenheath, Colchester CO6 4UL

A Tennent Electrical
Quality Electrics for Domestic, Commercial

and Industrial properties
Small jobs to complete re-wires

For a free estimate call Adrian on 
01787 211576  Mobile 07968 856765

e.mail Tennentsparky@aol.com
1 Church Street, Boxford, Sudbury

Fully Qualified Electrician
All types of work undertaken

No job too small
Telephone 01787 376176

Mobile 07766 516261

Willows Pet Services
Dog walking, grooming and training,

pet feeding, 
plus much more

Tel: 01787 211 879 / 07532 426 196
info@willowspets.co.uk
www.willowspets.co.uk

P D Rose
Plumbing/Heating & General Building

• Plumbing and Heating Repairs
• Complete Bathrooms and Tiling
• Interior  & External, Decorating

• Building Maintenance
Telephone 01787m 211042 Mobile 07974 290687

Mobile 07967 399060
3 Fen Street, Boxford, CO10 5HL

G F Sweeping Services
Traditional Chimney Sweep.

• Insurance certificates issued. 
• Smoke testing.

• Advice on cowls and bird guards.
Contact Ged on 07989418856or

email: gedifish@hotmail.com
Member of the institute of chimney sweeps.
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CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Purpose made doors, windows,
conservatories, fitted kitchens,

bedroom furniture, etc.
No job too small          M Hearnden

Tel: 01787 248285 / 07850 196891

B P LAMBERT R.S.S .

Bed & Breakfast
Mill Street, Polstead

Proprietor: Mrs M. Howard

Tel: 01206 262196

BLACKSMITH
Hand Forged Ornamental 

and Structural Ironwork

Makers of Boxford Beacon 

& Groton Sign

Telephone 01787 210634
Mobile: 07866 596121

EST 1977

P.T. SMITH
BUILDERS LIMITED

BUILDING
CONTRACTORS

18 Fysh Home Farm, Cuckoo Hill.
Bures, Suffolk COS 6LD 

Extensions • Renovations • Repairs
•PVCU Windows/Doors • Fitted Kitchens

• Maintenance • ©rant Assisted Works

Telephone (01787) 227786 
Fax (01787) 227287

Country Cars 
Private Hire

Local and Long Distance
Airports - theatres - Restaurants -

Weddings
Contact: Dave Howard

TTeelleepphhoonnee::   0011220066  226622119966
MMoobbii llee ::   0077776677  007766997766

The Village Stores
Shop locally for good value and service

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 6.00pm  
Sat 8.30am -4.00pm   Sun 8.00am - 12.00 noon

Support your Local Shops and Businesses

Use Them or Lose Them

Tel: 01787 210371

Painful Feet?
Podiatrist/Chiropodist

Nail Cutting Corns, Callus, Insoles etc
Esther Taylor

BSc (Hons) Podiatry
Tel. Clinic at Casabella. Long Melford

01787 370300
Home Visits or Questions

Mob: 07842 387213

Polstead Based

Brings a fully equiped cycle workshop
to your door for:
•Repairs •Spares •Servicing•Wheel Building

Phone Phil Bedingfield 01473 658529

Darren Howe - Qualified Carpenter & Joiner
All Aspects of Carpentry Undertaken

• Handmade Kitchens & Fitted Wardrobes
• Fitted Kitchens

• Doors Made and Hung
• Floors & Laminates

• Balustrading, Decking and much more
Call me for a free No Obligation Quotation 

on 07795 345466 or email me at
howies@hotmail.co.uk

Fully Qualified and part P Registered
All types of eletrical works undertaken

Nojob too small • Very competative prices

Office Tel: 01787 373558
Ken Mobile: 07702 358802
Steve Mobile: 07759 535610

109 Bures Road • Great Cornard • Suffolk • CO10 0JE

Ken Grime & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors

ROGER MEEKINGS
Plumbing and heating Engineer

Local established tradesman 
with 40 years experience

The Firs, 24 Stone Street, Boxford, Sudbury, Suffolk
Tel: 01787 210287
Mobile: 07866085355. e-mail:
stonemeek@btinternet.com

Local Piano Teacher
Highly qualified and experienced, 

offers lessons to all ages and abilities
Whether you wish to take grades 

or play your favourite pieces

I can tailor lessons to suit you.

Call Sue on 01787 210913

SJ. SARGEANT CONTRACTS
Fencing, Landscaping 
& Agricultural Services

www.sjsargeantcontracts.co.uk
STEPHEN J SARGEANT ROBERT M SARGEANT

Mobile: 07747 011172 Mobile: 07767 431671
Home 01787 210402 Uplands Farm. Kersey

Suffolk IP7 6ES
Email: steve@jsargeantcontracts

Lakes, moats and ponds, created, 
lined and de-silted

All excavation work undertaken
Ditching work, trenches and pipe work laid

Landscaping and driveways
Retaining Walls, ground 

cleared and levelled
Experienced and professional service

Please call 07811 175533
Email: Richard@clacksonexcavations.co.uk

www.clacksonexcavations.co.uk

Private Tutor
Emily Fletcher (BA Hons, PGCE)

Primary – Maths, English, Reasoning, 
11+ entrance preparation.

Extensive experience in successfully preparing
pupils for entrance exams.

Friendly approach!  CRB checked.
Ring or email to discuss your child’s needs.

Nayland & surrounding area
Tel: 07970678404 (mob)

Email: emthomas77@hotmail.com

Gardening Help £8 hourly
Grass Cutting, 

Hedges, Weeding etc.

AALLII’’SS  TTRRAAIILLEERR  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT
I have a trailer. Any large item taken to the dump.

Furniture, Kitchen appliances etc. etc.  
£20 inclusive.

Tel. Alistair, Boxford 01787 210254



Services Directory

Jaycee Blinds
BLINDS AND AWNINGS 

A SHADE ABOVE THE REST

Reductions on ALL Blinds
Specialists in Conservatory Blinds, Velux

Window Blinds, Venetians, Verticals, 
Rollers, Pleated and Awnings

For a free Quote:   Tel: 01787 312464
FREE FITTING - FREE MEASURING

CCOOMMMMAANNDD
PPEESSTT  CCOONNTTRROOLL
&&  HHYYGGEENNEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Complete Pest Control service
including Premises Contracts.
12 month Protection from Infestation.

All Pest control work undertaken
• Coverage of East Anglia •

• 24hr Emergency Service • Professional Back-up •
• Quality Control Manager and Field Biologist •

CCOOMMMMAANNDD  PPEESSTT  CCOONNTTRROOLL
Unit 4. College Farm, Church Lane, 

Preston St. Mary, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 9NG
Tel: (01787) 248049  Fax: (01787) 247113

We supply most Pest Control, Timber
Treatment, & Ind Cleaning

Chemicals, Shotgun Cartridges &
Pest Control Equipment

FFlloowweerrss  FFoorr  

EEvveerryy  OOccccaassiioonn

Jayne Foster

Groton
Telephone: 01787 211360/210261

DAVID LAVENDER
ELECTRICAL LTD.
All aspects of Electrical Work

Commercial & Domestic
•Rewires •Additional Sockets

•Testing & Certification
•Repairs •Security Lighting •Emergency Service

NO VAT
For A Prompt Reliable Service & Estimate Call David On

Tel: 01473 829753  Mobile: 07853 521333
yekraps@msn.com

Hadleigh, Ipswich, IP7 5NP

K.E.Jones & Son
BUILDING SERVICES Ltd. Est 1970
01787 312345 mobile: 07932 618459

Abbey House • Rectory Road • Newton Green
Sudbury • Suffolk • CO10 0QZ

www.jones-builders.co.uk

A family business looking after 
all your property needs!

• New Build

• Extensions

• Specialising in period properties

• Renovations

• General Building

• Refurbishments

Sudbury Cab Company (S C C)
Incorporating Julian’s Private Hire

Airports, Seaports, Theatres etc.
Up to 8 Seater People Movers

bookataxi@sudburycabcompany.co.uk

Tel: 01787 312222

BJW Garden Services
Gardener/Handyman

Hedge cutting, grass cutting etc no job too

small, competitive rates and reliable.

Phone Bernie:    01787 373327
Mobile:    07761391925

email wildingb7@aol.com

Box Rubbishl

MOBILE SKIP

HOUSE CLEARANCE

RUBBISH REMOVAL

WE LOAD FOR YOU

The Smart Alternative 
to Skip Hire
01787 211289

www.boxrubbishremoval.co.uk

Bed and Breakfast
Newmans Hall Farm

Boxford Lane Joinery
With the benefit of over 35 Years experience.

Specialist Manufacturers and Installers of
Bespoke:
Kitchens

Wardrobes and Household Furniture
Staircases • Architectural Joinery

Windows, Doors and Conservatories.
All finished/Sprayed/Polished 

in House if required.
A full fitting and Carpentry service 

is also available.

Contact: Greg Deeks: 01206 263525 
or mobile: 07977 738649

or Brett Deeks: 01206 626981
or mobile: 07969 524124.

email: boxfordlanejoinery@hotmail.co.uk
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Frank Matthews
Upholsterer

All Upholstery work
undertaken
Free Estimates

Telephone: 01787 311133

Homefield

Sheds and Shelters
Quality Leisure Buildings

Made to your requirements
Telephone: 01787 211485

Robert Harman’s Complete
Home Selection Service

Top class fitting • Free Measuring and Estimating
No obligation • No job too small

For first class & personal service call Robert Harman

Telephone:
(01787)
371486

Green-Lawns
Bonsai

HADLEIGH ROAD, BOXFORD
Nr. SUDBURY, SUFFOLK

Tel: 01787 210501 (Dave Paget)
www.greenlawnsbonsai.co.uk

We now also sell Cacti

Check us out
01787 210007

www.dovebarn.com

We look forward to hearing from you

e-mail ks.a@btinternet.com

Water Works
(Darren May & Mark Jochan)

Plumbing & Heating Engineers 
Plumbing emergencies

Bathrooms • Showers • Tiling
Central Heating Systems & Upgrades

20 Years Experience         Corgi Registered
Free Estimates   Friendly Efficient Service

No Call Out Fee
Phone: 01473 462965 01473 827690

Mobile: 07769696958 Mobile 07886389995

M.K 
Carpentry & Building Services

Extensions – Renovations –
Carpentry – Plumbing – Electrics –
Plastering – Tiling

All types of building works undertaken.

Please Contact Mike Kerr:
Tel: 01473 822501  Mob: 07525 160330
E-mail: mkbuilders@hotmail.co.uk

WHITWELL SERVICES
Established 1979

Oil Fired Heating Engineer

Service • Maintainance

Installation • Oil Tank

Replacement Service 

24Hour Breakdown Service

Call:
01787 210277 
07956 652264

PROFESSIONAL
HOUSE AND 
PET SITTING 
SERVICE

Offering you complete
peace of mind whilst you
are away

• Exclusive service, tailor made just for you
• Comprehensive care of your property
• Experienced animal and pet care
• Integrity and discretion

A RELIABLE AND FRIENDLY SERVICE

Telephone: 07712 115970
Email: karen.benson@inbox.com

By the load or bag

Tim Allen 
Windows

PVC-u  Windows, Doors 
& Conservatories
Also Extensions

Bi-fold doors and vertical sliding windows

PVC-u Fascias, Bargeboards 

& Soffits etc.

Misty sealed unit replacement service

Local business • Free estimates 
• Competitive prices•

Tel - 01473 827086
Fax - 01473 829501
Mob - 07885 437409

e-mail: tlawindows@btconnect.com

PRYKE BROS. LTD
Natural rockery stone, Water features 

& Various composts

Parsonage Farm, The Street, Preston St. Mary,
Sudbury

Suffolk, CO10 9NQ
01787 247696

Come and browse, deliveries can be arranged.
OR visit our website www.pbnaturalstone.co.uk

Guy Rule Building Services
All you need to create an exceptional home.
Home Extensions - Listed Building

Restorations - Kitchens -Bathroom Design
& Installation - Floor & Wall Tiling -

Renovations & Alterations
www.thesuffolkbuilder.co.uk

Tel: 07860 817980 or 01284827637
Email info@thesuffolkbuilder.co.uk
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SHERBOURNE LODGE COTTAGES

Two self-catering cottages former  
stable blocks offer fully equipped 

and well furnished accommodation. 
Each sleeps 2-4 people 

(one can accommodate 6). 
For further details please call: 

01787 210885

Beaumont Cars
LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE TRAVEL

PROMPT AND RELIABLE SERVICE
HADLEIGH BASED

AIRPORT AND FERRY TRANSFERS
RAIWAY ATATIONS, HOSPITALS

Call Les
01473 827096
07850 318582

AERIAL VIEW
•TV,FM &OAB aerials 'Freeview, Freesat & Sky
•Extra points & magic eyes -Motofised satellite
•Repairs & upgrades -CAI double guarantee

01787 311057
Make the switch to digital with confidence
using a Registered Digital Installer & CAI+ member

www.aerial-installers.co.uk

Andy Morgan
Painter & Decorator
S.E.P.painters

Tel.: 01787 375824 • Mobile 07748 800701
andy@seppainters.co.uk

For all your interior and exterior decorating ...
...from New Build to Period Properties

Your satisfaction is my speciality!
Detailed information on my website:

www.seppainters.co.uk

Tracy Poole
Alterations, curtains, cushions 

made to order. 
Fleece hats and scarves

tracy@head-for-heights.co.uk
01787 376448

An individual business giving free professional co-
ordinated advice and quotations on small or large

projects in and around your property giving expert
service and reliability key words for you, the client

All works insured and carefully carried out to your
complete satisfaction. 

01787 210856 or 07906 467702
Ask for Trevor Moss, the Proprietor

Gary Jarvis
Professional Interior Decorator

“The Art of Decoration 
is Preparation.”

01787 211471 - 07733 325669

H Byham & Son Ltd
Ballingdon Dairy, Sudbury

Deliveries of Dairy Produce and
Goods to Boxford and
Surrounding Villages

Tel: 01787 372526

DEPRESSED?
ANXIOUS?

PROBLEMS WITH
RELATIONSHIPS?

There are times when we can feel
overwhelmed by life's problems
I  am  a  Relate  trained   counsellor
and   accredited relationship therapist
with over 30 years experience working
in private practice and the NHS
If you would like to talk in confidence I
may be able to help

Amanda Hollingworth 
(01473 824663)

COSRTAccred UKCP Reg
BUPAReg

(www.cosrt.org.uk)

METAL FABRICATIONS 
MADE TO ORDER

eg RAILINGS, GATES, 
BALCONIES, STAIRS,

SECURITY GRILLES ETC.
Over 30 years experience

Contact Ged Fisher
07989 418856

gedifish@hotmail.com

Suffolk Medical & 
Beauty Clinic

All Beauty Therapy Treatments
Laser Permanent Hair Removal
Anti - Wrinkle Injections
Thread vein treatment
Skin Rejuvenation
Dermal Fillers
Mole and Skin Checks
Dermaroller/Pen
Medical Microdermabrasion

www.suffolkmedicalclinic.co.uk

6 Broad Street. Boxford
01787 211000



Services Directory

• All types of Grasscutting undertaken •
• Commercial and Domestic •

• Contract or otherwise •
• Grounds Maintenance • 

• Hedges • Trees • Fencing • Patios • 
• Drives • Pergodas •

FOR A FREE QUOTE RING MARTIN ON
Tel: 01787 210675  Mobile” 07932 477152

LAWNS FIELDS AND GARDENS
Established 1991

Paul Cooper
CHIMNEY SWEEP
• Solid Fuel  • Wood Burners

• Inglenooks  • Oil - Gas
Bird Guards & Cowls supplied and fitted

(Traditional Sweep for your wedding)
Tel: 01473 787374

Member of the National Association
of Chimney Sweeps & HETAS approved

ONLONLYY OILOIL
OILOIL BOILER ENGINEERSBOILER ENGINEERS

Why pay more for your servicing, breakdowns &
commissioning?

Call us now for a very competitive quote! 

NO V.A.T.
Tel: 01787 313250
Or 01473 827792

MTM
PLANT & TOOL HIRE

Phone: 01787 312007

FOR PLANT & TOOL HIRE NEEDS

PORTABLE TOILETS (site
toilet/event for all occasions)

MINI EXCAVATORS:- 
0.8 ton – 5 ton

GARDENING EQUIPMENT
Together with other
equipment for the 
contractor or DIY

ACCESS TOWERS:-
850 wide – 1450 wide

SCAFFOLDING erected and
hired (domestic, industrial or

commercial)
All types of power tool

repairs/electrical testing 
& servicing carried out to

your machines

AL

• Choose in the comfort 

of your own home or office

• Free quotes and insurance estimates

• 35 years’ flooring experience

• Excellent fitting service

CONTACT LIONEL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

(DAY OR EVENING)

THE ULTIMATE PERSONAL, PROFESSIONAL,

COMPETITIVELY PRICED SERVICE

CARPETS, VINYLS AND WOOD
LIONEL HATCH FLOORS

YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL FLOORING SPECIALIST

TEL: 01787 211039 MOBILE: 07766 026875
EMAIL: lionelhatchfloors@tiscali.co.uk

-  P J H -
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

CARPENTRY - 

EXT/INT DECORATING,

TILEING _ KITCHEN/BATHROOMS ETC.

DRIVEWAYS, 

GENERAL BUILDING WORK,

ALTERATIONS & RENOVATIONS.

(NOT VAT REGISTERD)

6 HADLEIGH ROAD, BOXFORD, SUDBURY CO10 5JH

TELEPHONE: 01787 212366
OR 01787 210842

Drum Lessons
Always wanted to play the drums?

Whether you would like to be in a band,
play along with tracks or to get some

grooves and fills on the go
I can teach you.

Feel free to phone and enquire more.

local teacher
(CRB Checked)

Phone Tom:   Tel: 01787210913
Mob: 07712406376

MARQUEE HIRE
Capri Marquee 28ftx38ft

Seats approximately 60 to 70 people
From £250

(delivered and constructed)
Tel: 07970 559251

www.jp-services info

For all your cleaning and housekeeping requirements.
I can provide a friendly, reliable and personalised
service with full insurance.  This includes:-

• Dusting • Polishing • Vacuuming • Changing Beds 
• Ironing • Shopping • Light Office Administration.  

This is not a comprehensive list and I am happy to
discuss your individual needs to suit you.

Tel: 01787 371486 or 07788 563062
Email: joleeks@rocketmail.com

JOANNE’S HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
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Ocado the online supermarket takes the plunge to launch a new service.
(in the Wash in Boxford. We trust the driver is OK)

CARS & PARKING IN AND AROUND BOXFORD SCHOOL
DURING MORNING DROP OFF AND AFTERNOON PICKUP
TIMES, TERM TIME ONLY

Boxford Parish Council together with Boxford School have been
looking at ways to improve the easy flow of cars between 08.15-09.15
and 14.45-16.00 (2.45- 4.00pm).We would like to suggest a
voluntary "one way" system during these times.

1.  If you are not going to the school please exit and enter the village
via Sand Hill.  This will avoid the overcrowding in School Hill and
around the school and church.  Try not to use School Hill even if you
are going to Sudbury,  going via Sand Hill will only add a very little
to your journey time, and will probably be quicker as you will not get
held up negotiating around the church and up School Hill.

2.  If you are going to the school- enter via Sand Hill and exiting via
School Hill.  For parents  coming from outside Boxford, Sand Hill is
at the top end of Boxford coming down into the village passed the
garage and round by the Church.  Parking will be easier either in the
village or up School Hill as all school bound cars will be travelling in
the same direction and you will be on the right side of the road to park
in both the village and up School Hill.
Try to avoid parking in Stone Street Road (the school road) as cars in
this area cause a hazard for the children . 

3.  For the healthy option, if you are able, try to walk to and from
school.

We appreciate that this voluntary one way system is not going to solve
all the problems but we believe that it will help.  Please can we all try
to implement this system for the safety of our children with effect
from Monday 24 February 2014.
BOXFORD PARISH COUNCIL

LOOKING FOR THE ULTIMATE SUMMER JOB !!
How about watching………..
The Formula 1 Grand Prix at Silverstone or 100 Hot Air Balloons
being launched in Bristol, see the Queen @ The Epsom Derby or
James Blunt in concert……
AND get paid at the same time!!!!
We are looking for outgoing enthusiastic males and females aged
16+to join our happy team based near Sudbury supplying
Strawberries & Cream at different events up and down the country
So if you……….
Enjoy Camping!!! Are Hard Working!!! Are Good with People!!!
AND……..up for any challenge….
THEN WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR…..
Simply Strawberries NEEDS YOU!!!!!!
E-mail: simplystrawberries@uk7.net with a cv, photo or simply tell us
about yourself and we will do the rest.
Why not visit our website www.simply-strawberries.co.uk

Congratulations to the following Boxford girls on their much deserved
karate grading passes with the Stoke by Nayland Karate Club.
Amelia Lait and Tilly Mace 6th kyu  (green) Lucy Watling 5th kyu
(purple) Annabelle Lait and Louise Watling  3rd kyu (Brown) and Anabel
Harris 2nd kyu (brown 1 stripe)
The parents of all the girls are very proud and we wish them luck for their
next grading. Well done girls!

BOXFORD GIRLS KARATE GRADING PASSES

Suffolk Preservation Society
The Suffolk Preservation Society has been active in your area in recent
weeks.  In December we raised concerns over the Sand Hill development of
affordable houses in Boxford regarding  the size, design, layout of the
development and access to the site.  We were therefore pleased to learn that
the application has been withdrawn to allow these issues to be addressed.  We
have also voiced our concerns over the proposed Solar Farm at Newton
Green due to the loss of agricultural land and the effect on the setting of
important listed buildings including Rogers Farmhouse and Edwardstone
Church. 
Founded in 1930, the Suffolk Preservation Society (SPS) works to protect
our valued heritage and landscapes of Suffolk. By promoting high quality
development in the right locations, we seek to protect our historic buildings,
towns and villages together with countryside from harmful change.
We seek to influence the outcomes of major and strategic planning
applications, working with owners, planning authorities, developers, amenity
groups and town and parish councils. We aim to inform the planning debate
and work towards the best possible outcomes for the natural and built
environment of Suffolk. Our members give us our mandate to stand up for
the special qualities that make Suffolk such a wonderful county to live and
work in. We have a duty to fight for what we believe in but not a right to win.
If you would like to support our work, why not join the SPS. We offer
telephone advice to our members, a wide range of high quality events in
some of the County’s finest historic buildings and you will receive our bi-
annual journal, ‘Suffolk View’.

The Boxford Tornado
The Boxford Tornado 2014 sells out in record time!

Sunday 13th April will see the Boxford Tornado cycling sportive, organised
by the Boxford Bike Club, run for the third year. Each year the event gets
more popular, with this year’s 500 places selling out in an amazing 5 weeks!
Proceeds from the the event will again be going to the Boxford Community
Council who support the event by running the refreshments on the day.
Riders will be setting off from the Boxford Playingfields from 9.30am
onwards, with the riders returning to Boxford early in the afternoon.
> Can we thank the residents of Boxford in advance for accommodating our
two-wheeled guests for the day. Any donations of cake, to feed the hungry
riders on their return, can be given to Alan Leeder at the butchers in Swan
Street, or to members of the community council. Any other queries about the
event, please contact Matthew Shinn on Boxford 211296.

Remember
The Box River News can be seen in full colour by downloading
from the internet. 
Just go to boxfordvillagehall.co.ukand click on the BRN icon.
The Newsletter is usually available about two days after the
published press date. ed.kench@btinternet.com
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