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Catesby Estates
Boxford: We Want Your Views

Weavers Green represents a unique opportunity to create a vibrant
and sustainable new housing development for Boxford.
The development will cater for the whole community, from first time
buyers looking for affordable housing, families looking for a place to
grow, and homes for those looking to enjoy their retirement. 
The housing mix will incorporate a mix of 1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom

homes with 35% affordable homes provided for those struggling to
get on the housing ladder.
Please come along and view our proposals; we will use comments

received to shape our final plans for submission as an outline
planning application to Babergh District Council.
Drop by to view the proposals and talk to our team: Tuesday 22nd
January 2019 4pm – 8pm at Boxford Village Hall, Stone Street Rd,
CO10 5NP.

This is an open letter and a request to all who care about our
wonderful village.
Many of you will know that the Boxford Society has existed for 45 years.
In that time Boxford has grown with several new developments, but we
are still a village blessed with amenities that others envy.  However, being
a pleasant and sustainable village attracts developers, so there is constant
pressure on the planning system to retain a balance between what is in our
interests and what national planning guidance requires.
In the last 15 years, the Society has been led by Tina and Roger Loose.

Supported by a small committee, they have ensured that every major
proposed development has been scrutinised and a balanced submission
made to Babergh DC and the Parish Council.  The Society’s efforts have
not gone unnoticed as they are always balanced and constructive.  We
made a significant contribution to persuading Babergh to refuse
permission for Goodlands Phase 2.
An archive of village photographs and documents is held by the Society.
This is a very valuable source of information and must be maintained.
Additionally, exhibitions have been staged and speakers have been
arranged on matters of local historical and cultural interest.  On top of all
this, the Society through Tina and Roger has supported the Community
Council with its events.
For some years now the Society has struggled to fill vacancies on the

Committee. Tina (Chairman) and Roger (Treasurer) will be standing
down at the AGM in April, but are willing to continue to serve on the
committee.  The Secretary (Joan Cull) is also retiring.  The Society is in
a sound financial position but it needs new people to carry on its work.
This is even more important as a Neighbourhood Plan is to be drawn up
to guide village housing development decisions and the Boxford Society
should contribute to this.
We therefore invite all members and anyone in the locality with an

interest in the sustainable development of our village and its history and
heritage to come to a special meeting in the Village Hall on THURSDAY
7TH FEBRUARY 2019 AT 7.30PM.  Unless people come forward at that
meeting to take the lead with the support of others, the Society is likely
to fold and the village will lose an important and listened to voice. 
Andrew Good (Vice Chairman) and The Boxford Society Committee.
To chat about this in advance of the meeting, please contact Roger or Tina
on 210538 or email:  roger.loose@dsl.pipex.com

The future of the Boxford Society

BOXFORD YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB

See back page



“Time Capsule”, reinforced by his 2002 album “Slightly Askew”. His
has played for Us3, The Herbaliser, 4Hero, and The Heritage
Orchestra.
His “Unlikely Being” project, which started in 2017, heralds Chrisʼs
return to full health. It haas a mellower and more relaxed sound than
his earlier work. 
Friday 15 February 8  £20.00.
Deelee Dubé and Renato D'Aliello
"A voice of deep grainy power 0 0 0 Dubé has a quick-witted
musicality" - Daily Telegraph"Renato is a superlative saxophonist
with a passionate and poetic soul. He has all the virtues * a beautiful
sense of time and pacing and a technique which effortlessly projects
his brilliantly flowing ideas." - Ian Carr
Deelee Dubé vocals, Renato D'Aiello tenor sax, Bruno Montrose
piano, Adam King bass, Alfonso Vitale drums 

Friday 22 February 8  £20.00.
Clark Tracey Quintet: "No Doubt
ʻNamed Best Drummer at both the 2017 and 2018 British Jazz
Awards, Clark Tracey has carved out a serious career for 40 years.
He has worked with most of the great American players and almost
every leading British musician, including his late father, the great
jazz legend, Stan Tracey. He has brought together a group of
brilliant young players, already causing ripples on the jazz scene,
and guarantees to deliver the hard bop message for which he is so
revered. Formed in January 2018, they released their first CD 'No
Doubt' in September, which showcases the talents of these
formidable stars in the making. 

To buy tickets for any gig, obtain further information or add your name
to the mailing list please telephone the BOX OFFICE:

01787 211865
All cheques (with S.A.E. please) to:

Jazz at the Fleece, 18 The Causeway, Boxford, Suffolk CO10 5JR

Friday 1 February 8  £16.00.
BASIL HODGE QUARTET
Basilʼs rhapsodic style gives the Band a thick full sound. He is a
fleet and driving pianist.
Basil Hodge PIANO Ed Jones TENOR SAX Oli Hayhurst BASS
Winston Clifford DRUMS
Pianist and composer, Basil Hodge has thrilled audiences
throughout the UK for over 20 years with his charming
compositions and emotional hard swinging performances. With two
critically acclaimed recordings under his belt, this project will
showcase Basil's new compositions and the evolution of his older
ones. Championed by no less a figure than Julian Joseph, Basil
has forged a solid reputation in British jazz, having played with
some of the leading UK players such as Jim Mullen, Tony Kofi,
Dave O'Higgins, Pete Wareham and Renato D'Aiello. 

Friday 8 February 8  £18.00 
Chris Bowden Quintet featuring Bryan Corbett:
"Unlikely Being"
Atmospheric tunes, extended arrangements, powerful
performances and good old fashioned grooves -London Jazz News
Chris Bowden alto sax, Bryan Corbett trumpet/flugel, Jim Watson
piano, Chris Dodd bass/bass guitar Neil Bullock drums These
musicians have all played with too many jazz greats to list. They
are now regularly performing together. The evening will include
work from the 2018 “Unlikely Being” CD, and perhaps material
destined for their next album. Chris Bowden, from Birmingham.
came to prominence with his 1996 funk/ acid /latin-jazz/album

A big ‘thank-you’ to everyone who braved the near-Arctic weather
(especially on the Saturday!) to come to our Christmas flower festival.  It
was heart-warming to see so many people admiring the arrangements and
enjoying the refreshments. This was a new venture for us, as we usually
only have a flower festival every other September, and it proved to be a
great success.  Our talented team of flower arrangers excelled themselves,
with inspired interpretations of eleven popular Christmas carols.
Many thanks to our invaluable team who served refreshments, manned
the door, sold raffle tickets, and generally helped on the day and before
the event. Nancy Roser’s beautiful table decorations were very popular,
as was the raffle, and we raised the grand total of £602, which will benefit
our Restoration Fund. 

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD’S FESTIVAL OF CAROLS IN FLOWERS 15/16 December



THE FEBRUARY LETTER DAVID LAMMING
Three of the best recent thrillers

Still Lives Maria Hummel
A contemporary art museum in LA is preparing for its new exhibition,
the controversial Still Lives, a collection of Kim Lord’s self-portraits,
in which the artist is impersonating murdered women, frozen in the
final moments of their lives. Maggie Richter, who works at the
museum, is trying to avoid the hype – Kim is now going out with
Richter’s ex-boyfriend Greg, the man she moved to LA with and
whom she expected to marry. When Kim doesn’t show up for the
opening night, suspicion falls on Greg and Maggie is drawn into a
quest to prove his innocence – or not.
Like the art depicted in its pages, Maria Hummel’s Still Lives

(Quercus, £13.99) is vivid, vibrant and thrilling. “Did she think she
was safe, she who posed as, and then expressively painted, the Black
Dahlia in her final position?” asks Maggie, Hummel’s narrator. “Did
she believe nothing could happen to her, she who had spent years
immersed in the accounts of killers who lurked in alleys and parks, in
innocuous apartments, and in the very homes and beds of the women
they murdered?”
Maggie, who has been touched by death before, is both appalled and
fascinated by Lord’s paintings and despite her protestations that
“there’s no path for someone ordinary like me to find one missing
woman in this whole city”, she proves an able investigator into the
passions and jealousies that drive life at the museum. As banners
advertising the exhibition proclaim “Kim Lord Still Lives”, the words
take on a double meaning and Hummel’s thriller begins to spiral
towards an ending every bit as dramatic as the deaths Lord has
painted.

No Tomorrow Luke Jennings
Luke Jennings initially self-published his stories of glamorous but
deadly assassin Villanelle and the agent who is hunting her, Eve
Polastri. After the Killing Eve television series was commissioned,
they were picked up by John Murray. In this, No Tomorrow (£14.99),
Eve is still on Villanelle’s trail, still trying to juggle life as an agent
alongside life with her Polish husband, Niko, and the Nigerian dwarf
goats he has acquired, still trying to understand the “erotic bait and
switch” Villanelle is playing with her.

From a debrief of an MI5 officer in cahoots with Villanelle’s
nebulous employers, which goes terribly wrong, to assassinations in
locations from Venice to the Austrian Alps, No Tomorrow is a
ridiculous amount of fun, held together by Jennings’s black humour
and sense of the absurd.
After a brutal killing, Villanelle is earnestly thanked by her sidekick
for the “incredibly valuable” work experience she has provided; at
another point, her handler lambasts her “Hello! magazine approach to
assassination”.
“All this drama you create. Speedboats, made-up aristocratic titles,

exploding dildos… You’re not living in a TV series, Villanelle,” he
says. Eve, meanwhile, continues to ponder if “she herself [could]
ever be transformed into someone who acts as her target does”. It’s
not hard to see why Phoebe Waller-Bridge pounced on this for
television.

Kingdom of the Blind Louise Penny
At the end of her latest Chief Inspector Armand Gamache mystery,
Louise Penny reveals that she never expected to write it. Her
husband, Michael, had died and she knew she “couldn’t continue [the
series] … it would be too painful”. She was even planning to give
back her advance. But she found herself with another story to tell:
Kingdom of the Blind (Sphere, £19.99), in which Gamache, who is
on suspension from his role as chief superintendent of the Sûreté du
Québec, is mysteriously asked to be the liquidator of the estate of a
stranger, Bertha Baumgartner.
As he delves into the reasons he was chosen – and discovers the vast
amounts of money that Bertha has supposedly left her children – a
body is discovered in the rundown farmhouse where she used to live.
Penny, as ever, skilfully juxtaposes the supreme cosiness of the

Quebec village of Three Pines, this time in the grip of a freezing
winter, and the horrors of drugs and prostitution on the streets of
Montreal. Supremely satisfying.

THIS MONTH’S GOOD READ, JANUARY 2018 
‘BREXIT BLUES

I’m writing this reflection on the morning of 16th January - after
the House of Commons voted against Theresa May’s Brexit ‘deal’
by a record margin of 230 votes, and before the debate later today
on the Opposition motion of no confidence in HM Government.
It is not my intention ,however, to express a view in this column
on what should happen next, and it would be inappropriate to do
so.
The headline in one of today’s newspapers sums it up thus:

“Brexit Shambles – No deal, No hope, No clue, No confidence.”
Speeches in the lengthy Parliamentary debate (spread over two
months), and scenes on our television screens of the crowd
outside Parliament, comprised of both ‘Brexiteers’ and
‘Remainers,’ celebrating the outcome of the ‘meaningful vote,’
show that there is much urgent work to be done before 29th
March – the date the UK will leave the European Union (absent
an extension agreed  by the other 27 EU countries or a unilateral
revocation of the Article 50 notice, given two years ago.) 
There is a powerful argument for a second—or, should it be

third—referendum, or ‘people’s vote’, now that the terms (or
possible terms) of Brexit are known; this is counterbalanced by
the argument that the electorate were promised in June 2016 that
Parliament would implement the result of in/out referendum, and
Parliament must honour that commitment.  Opinions on this are
divided, and doubtless will remain so, but most politicians agree
that the country is at a time of crisis and must now come together
to find a solution.
What, if anything, should the church be saying at this time?   No
doubt many will have been praying for our politicians, and we did
so at Groton church two days before the vote.  King Solomon is
famed for asking God for wisdom (or, in the words of the New
International Version of the Bible), to “give your servant a
discerning heart to govern your people.”  Following the outcome
of the meaningful vote, we should certainly pray that MPs across
the political divide will have the wisdom to discern what to do
next. James, in his pastoral letter, encourages prayers for wisdom:
“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to
you.”  (James 1 verse 5).

Other newspaper headlines highlight Theresa May’s
‘humiliation’.  Humility, certainly, would be an appropriate
attitude for all MPs at this time, recognising that no one has the
perfect solution.  St Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, enjoins
them “in humility [to] value others above yourselves, not looking
to your own interests but each of you to the interests of others.”
(Philippians 2, verses 3-4).  It is good that one outcome of the vote
appears to be that the Government will now reach out to other
MPs across the Commons in an endeavour to reach a consensus
on the way forward.
Above all, we should pray that politicians will seek to honour

God and his values in all they say and do, that they will “seek first
his kingdom and his righteousness” (Matthew 6, verse 33). 

I’ll conclude with these words from the book of the prophet,
Isaiah: “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’, declares the Lord,
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a
hope and a future.”  A positive message to counter that ‘No hope’
headline as, understandably many people are uncertain about
what the future holds. Or, as King George VI said in his 1939
Christmas broadcast, when the nation was facing the uncertainty
of war (quoting the poem by Minnie Louise Haskins): “Go out
into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That
shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” So
I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the
night. And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day…”

David Lamming





Little Waldingfield History Society was delighted to welcome Kate
Jewell to the Parish Room to share some of her extensive knowledge
of rituals and festivals in the medieval Suffolk landscape with the
more than 30 guests; everyone went home delighted as it was a quite
superb talk from a woman passionate about her subject.

Kate began by telling us just how important landscape was in
medieval times; simply put, if the landscape failed them for whatever
reason (drought, flood, fire, heat or cold etc), there simply was no
backstop for the masses and starvation could, and often did, inevitably
follow. It was quite natural therefore that people did everything
possible to protect the landscape, including rituals throughout the
year, in an effort to promote productivity and fruitfulness, including
visiting shrines to the many saints where people could go to connect
with their gods. From the 6th century onwards church hierarchy were
unhappy about these ancient rituals, and as the church became
increasingly important in the middle ages, the number of saints
proliferated, many of whom seem to have had their heads chopped off
- a sort of pre-sainthood ritual.
Saint Winifred (Winefride)
Legend has it that Winifred, daughter of a Welsh nobleman and niece
to St. Beuno, was decapitated by her suitor Caradog when she decided
to become a nun. Her head rolled downhill, and where it stopped, a
healing spring - Holy Well or St. Winifred's Well - appeared; this
became a great centre of pilgrimage where many cures were reported
over the centuries. Legend also has it that St. Beuno rejoined her head
to her body and restored Winifred to life. Seeing the murderer leaning
on his sword with an insolent and defiant air, St. Beuno then invoked
the chastisement of heaven so that Caradog fell dead on the spot,
popular belief suggesting the ground opened up and swallowed him.
Before leaving Holywell Bueno also sat upon the stone now standing
in the outer well pool and promised, in the name of God, that
whosoever on that spot should thrice ask for a benefit from God in the
name of St. Winefride, would obtain the grace he asked if it was for
the good of his soul. Winifred later became a nun and then Abbess at
Gwytherin in Denbighshire, and her feast day is on November 3.
Saint Juthwara
Saint Juthwara was a virgin and martyr from Dorset who probably
lived in the 6th century; her legend is known from John Capgrave’s
Nova Legenda Angliae (*), according to which she was a pious girl
and victim of a jealous stepmother. She prayed and fasted often,
frequently gave alms and on the death of her father, began to suffer
chest pains. The source was ascribed to her sorrow and austerities, and
as a remedy her stepmother recommended two soft cheeses be applied
to her breasts, before telling her son Bana that Juthwara was pregnant.
Bana felt her underclothes and finding them moist, immediately
struck off her head (no one is quite sure why). Juthwara then
miraculously picked up her head, carried it back to the church altar
where a spring of water appeared at the spot. Bana later repented of
his deed, became a monk and founded a monastery on a battlefield.
(*) An English historian, hagiographer and scholastic theologian (21
April 1393 - 12 August 1464), remembered chiefly for the "Nova
Legenda Angliae", the first comprehensive collection of the lives of
English saints. Note the time period that has elapsed since Juthwara’s
tenure.

Saint Sidwell
A virgin saint from the county of Devon, though her historical
existence is not that well established.
The cultus (*) of Sidwell has been active at Exeter from early times.

Pilgrims were visiting her shrine by the year 1,000 AD and their
activity is mentioned both by John Leland (poet and antiquary) and
William Worcestre (chronicler, topographer and antiquary). The
Catalogus Sanctorum Pausantium in Anglia describes her as a native
of Exeter beheaded by reapers who were incited to do so by her
stepmother. The legend bears a striking similarity to that of both Saint
Urith and Saint Juthwara, her supposed sister; she is said to have been
buried outside the city where the sick could be healed at her grave. 
(*) Cultus (Latin) is literally the care owed to deities, temples, shrines,
or churches. It is embodied in ritual and ceremony and is made
concrete in temples, shrines and churches, including cult images and
votive offerings at votive sites.
The Church of St Sidwell outside the site of Exeter's east gate still

exists, though was largely rebuilt after damage during the Second
World War; the site also once had a well at which cures are believed
to have been effected. In art Sidwell is represented with a scythe and
a well at her side. Her feast day is variously given as 31 July, 1 August
and 2 August, so three days of feasting then! 
Lady Well, Woolpit
Woolpit church grew in importance throughout the Middle Ages, its
reputation enhanced by the shrine of Our Lady of Woolpit. Pilgrims
were also attracted by the miraculous properties of the Lady's Well
nearby, whose water was held to be a cure for ailments of the eyes.
Modern tests have shown that it has a high sulphur content which
apparently can aid in the treatment of some eye conditions.
St Walstan’s Well
According to legend Walstan was born in Bawburgh of East Anglian
Royal Blood around 970 AD. He was prone to visions which told him
to give up his worldly possessions and work as a farm labourer. At the
age of just 13 he journeyed from Bawburgh to Taverham, via
Costessey, donating his noble garments to the poor he met on the way.
He worked hard on the farm in Taverham, taking only enough money
for his keep and giving away everything else to the needy. His
employers worried about him, wanting him to become their heir but
he refused, just accepting two white calves. Continuing to have
visions, he found a priest to perform last rights after one showed his
imminent death. Kneeling in prayer, allegedly a spring welled up on
the dry farm land to allow the priest to perform the final sacrament. 

After he died, and according to his instructions, his body was
returned to Bawburgh on a cart drawn by the two white oxen. The
oxen, left to their own devices, rested in Costessey where a second
spring appeared in a place known as The Roundwell. At the final stop
in Bawburgh a third spring also appeared. St Walstan’s body was
placed in the Church, renamed after him many years later, which then
became a site of pilgrimage for the next ten centuries. Miracle after
miracle was reported there until the reformation, when the shrine was
destroyed, his relics burned and the village fell into poverty. A
nineteenth century revival of Walstan’s fortunes saw more miracles
claimed, associated with the water in the well. In 1818 a Francis Bunn
was said to have been cured of leg ulcers, and other stories survive,
reported in both local and national newspapers; as late as 1913 the
Eastern Daily Press dubbed it the Lourdes of Norfolk, reporting the
cure of a London catholic who had suffered eye problems. Saint
Walstan is now the patron saint of farms, farmers, farmhands, ranchers
and husbandrymen.
Kate then told us something of the traditional rites associated with

farming, particularly Plough Sunday, the traditional English
celebration of the start of the agricultural year, and Plough Monday,
the traditional start of the English agricultural year.
Plough Sunday celebrations usually involve bringing a ploughshare

into a church, with prayers for the blessing of the land, traditionally
held on the Sunday after Epiphany (12th day), the Sunday between 7
and 13 January. Plough Monday traditionally saw the resumption of
work after the Christmas period, particularly in northern and East
England. The customs observed vary by region, but a common feature
was for a plough to be hauled from house to house in a procession,
collecting money, else a furrow would be ploughed in front of the
house! Often accompanied by musicians, an old woman or a boy
dressed as an old woman, and a man in the role of the fool. Plough
Pudding from Norfolk is a boiled suet pudding containing meat and
onions, eaten on Plough Monday.

BONFIRES AND BELLS - A Talk by Dr Kate Jewell
Dr Kate Jewell



Kate then told us of the Plough Gallery in St Agnes Church, Cawston
in Norfolk - set into the tower arch is a little gallery which is quite
unusual, with an inscription along the front which appears to read: 
God spede the plow and send us ale corn 
enow oor purpose for to make: 
At crow of cok of the plowlete of Sygate: 
Be mery and glade wat good ale yis work mad.
Ale corn is barley and a goodale was a fundraising celebration held by
a guild, here the Plough Guild of Sygate. The Plough inn remained in
use well into the 20th century, closing in the 1960s when the sign was
given to the church. 
May Day Festivities
The May Day festival, now a public holiday usually celebrated on 1
May, is an ancient Northern Hemisphere spring festival which goes
back beyond Christianity and celebrates the good arrival of Spring.
Dances, singing and cake are usually part of the festivities. May Day
has been a traditional day of festivities throughout the centuries, most
associated with towns and villages celebrating springtime fertility of
the soil, livestock, people, and revelry with village fetes and
community gatherings. Seeding has been completed by this date and
it was convenient to give farm labourers a day off. Possibly the most
significant tradition is the maypole, around which traditional dancers
circle with ribbons.
Kate then introduced us to Palamon and Arcite, part of Fables,

Ancient and Modern written by John Dryden in 1700 - a translation of
The Knight's Tale from The Canterbury Tales written by Geoffrey
Chaucer (though Dryden expanded the original text with poetic
embellishments). The original source was Giovanni Boccaccio's
Teseida, a long epic poem of almost 10,000 lines, notionally about the
career and rule of the ancient Greek hero Theseus, but mostly telling
the story of the rivalry of Palemone and Arcita for the love of Emilia.
Two knights, Palamon and Arcite, are imprisoned by Theseus after a

battle and held in a dungeon from which they can see into a courtyard
garden. One day Palamon sees Emily and falls instantly in love;
crying out, he causes Arcite to ask what is wrong. Palamon declares
his newfound love for Emily, but as Arcite listens he too sees Emily.
Turning to Palamon, Arcite claims that because he first recognized her
as mortal and not a goddess, he has the right to woo Emily. Later, one
of Arcite's friends persuades Theseus to free his prisoner, which he
does, but banishes Arcite. The love-struck knight returns, disguised as
one of Theseus's servants, and the story unfolds as each knight
endures different challenges to prove his love for Emily.
Next Kate read us an extract from An Anatomie of Abuses, which is

about May Day festivities and written by Phillip Stubbs, a
pamphleteer who rails against aspects of popular culture which he
believes are immoral and in need of reform if his fellow countrymen
and women are to escape punishment from God. He was clearly not at
all impressed by the outcome of the May Day socialising - see
underlined text below, and goodness knows what he would say today.
The maner of Maie-games in England
As many as in the other. The order of them is thus. Against Maie day,
Whitsunday, or some other time of the yeare, euery Parish, Towne,
and village, assemble themselues together, both men,  women and
children, olde and young, euen all indifferently: and  either going all
togither, or diuiding themselues into companies, they goe some to the
woods, and groues, some to the hils and  mountaines, some to one
place, some to another, where they  spende all the night in pleasant
pastimes, and in the morning they  retume bringing with them Birch
boughes, and branches of trees, to deck their assemblies withall. And
no maruell, for there is a great Lord present amongst them, as
Superintendent and Lord ouer  their pastimes and sportes: namely,
Sathan Prince of Hell: But  their chiefest iewel they bring from thence
is the Maie-poale,  which they bring home with great veneration, as
thus: They haue  twentie, or fourtie yoake of Oxen, euery Oxe hauing
a sweete  Nosegaie of flowers tyed on the tip of his homes, and these
Oxen  drawe home this Maie-poale (this stinking ldoll rather) which
is  couered all ouer with Flowers and Hearbes, bound round about 
with strings from the top to the bottome, and sometimes painted with
variable collours, with two or three hundred men, women and children
following it, with great deuotion. And thus being reared vp, with
handkerchiefes and flagges streaming on the top, they  strawe the
ground round about, bind green boughes about it, set  vp Summer
Haules, Bowers, and Arbours hard by it. And then fall they to banquet
and feast, to leape and daunce about it, as the  Heathen people did, at
the dedication of their ldolles, whereof this  is a perfect patteme, or
rather the thing it selfe. I haue heard it  crediblie reported (and that
viua voce) by men of great grauity,  credite, and reputation, that of

fourtie, threescore, or a hundred Maides, going to the wood ouemight,
there haue scarcely the third part of them returned home againe
vndefiled. These be the fruites, which these cursed pastimes bring
foorth. 
Putting everything into its proper context, Kate advised that detailed

analysis of birth records of the time show no increase in the birth rate
nine months after May Day, whereas there was a noticeable increase
in birth rate nine months after the August festivities, despite what
Stubbs wrote - presumably the better weather and warmth of August
were more conducive to the activities Stubbs disagreed with so
vehemently than the cold and damp of May nights!
Rogation Day Festivities
In the Roman Catholic Church Rogation Days are festivals devoted to
special prayers for crops - the Major Rogation on April 25 and Minor
Rogations on the three days before Ascension Day (the 40th day after
Easter). Rogation Days were marked by the recitation of the Litany of
the Saints (*), which normally began in or at a church. After Saint
Mary was invoked, the congregation would walk the boundaries of the
parish, reciting the rest of the litany so that the entire parish would be
blessed and the parish boundaries marked. The procession ended with
a Rogation Mass which parishioners were expected to take part.
(*) One of the oldest prayers in continuous use in the Catholic Church
Beating the bounds is an old custom thought derived from the Roman
Terminalia of marking church parish boundaries by marching round
them and hitting the ground or certain boundary marks with long
sticks; it is performed once a year, usually on Ascension Day or before
Easter. It had a religious aspect, reflected in the rogation which
originated in the 5th century, when Mamertus Archbishop of Vienne
instituted special prayers, fasting and processions on these days. This
clerical side of the parish bounds-beating was one of the religious
functions prohibited by the Royal Injunctions of Elizabeth I in 1559,
but it was then ordered that the perambulation should continue to be
performed as a quasi-secular function, so that evidence of the
boundaries of parishes might be preserved.
Kate told us that the Long Melford rogation procession took three

days to cover their 21 miles of boundary, with bells being rung to
drive away the spirits that caused crop failure. ‘The State of Melford
Church as I, Roger Martyn, did know it’ is now recognised as one of
the most important and detailed sources on the experience of the pre-
Reformation worshipper, with Martyn lovingly recalling the seasonal
rituals, church decorations and devotional equipment lost from his
parish church of Long Melford during the reformation
Feast of Saint John the Baptist
A mid-summer feast held on 24th June to celebrate the birth of John
the Baptist, whose life has long been interpreted by Christians as a
preparation for the coming of Christ. All over Europe Saint John's
fires are lit on mountains and hilltops on the eve of the feast. As the
first day of summer, Saint John's Day is considered one of the great
charmed festivals of the year in ancient folklore. Hidden treasures are
said to lie open in lonely places waiting for a lucky finder. Divining
rods should be cut on this day. Herbs are given unusual powers of
healing, which they retain if they are plucked during the night of the
feast. In Scandinavia and the Slavic countries ancient superstition is
that on Saint John's Day witches and demons roam the earth; as at
Halloween, children go the rounds and demand treats, straw figures
are thrown into the flames and much noise is made to drive the
demons away. 
We were then advised that the term bonfire arose from bone fires of

old, where the obnoxious smells of burning fatty bones were thought
necessary to drive evil spirits away. As Kate told us, all these rituals
demonstrate the incredible importance of agricultural festivals, some
containing pre-Christian ceremonies to bless crops; hence Bonfires
and Bells were incredibly important to medieval society.
To conclude, Kate brought incredible passion, humour and warmth to
a subject which most people have little knowledge of, and her brilliant
talk was a riotous passage through agricultural festivals and rituals
much enjoyed by everyone present. 
Our next events will be at 7.30 in The Parish Room on:
20th February: Simply Suffolk by John Goodhand
Inn signs are part of our history but which is the commonest, where
can you find a gallows, which is the oldest and what is Elvis doing in
Botesdale? John has been photographing Suffolk inns and their signs
for over fifty years and will tell us all.
This event is going to be great, and we very much look forward to
welcoming guests both new and old to the Parish Room in Little
Waldingfield.       Andy Sheppard



FEEDBACK FROM BRYN HURREN
Your Babergh District Councilor

FEEDBACK FROM JAMES FINCH
Your Suffolk County Councillor for the Stour Valley

➢➢ Options assessment report for Sudbury Congestion Relief Scheme published
On 5 December 2018, the options assessment report for the Sudbury
congestion Relief Scheme was published.  In spring 2018, Suffolk County
Council commissioned independent experts from WSP to look at options to
relieve traffic congestion in and around Sudbury. Schemes considered
included western or southern bypasses, changes to parking and public
transport and junction improvements.
The report produced by WSP clearly sets out why the most cost-effective way
of relieving traffic in Sudbury is to move forward with a programme to
upgrade existing road junctions in Sudbury. It is estimated that delivery of
these improvements would cost in the order of £10million. Options will now
be explored in more depth to enable funding to be sought for the scheme.
Whilst the option of a building a bypass would provide a lot of benefits to the
town, the cost at between £50m-£70m is prohibitively high resulting in a low
benefit cost ratio. Even though this means a bypass is not a feasible at this
time, the option of a bypass will remain in the County’s Local Transport Plan
and the District’s local plan as an aspiration for Sudbury in the future.
The county council will now work with the re-instated Sudbury Steering
Group and the officer Sudbury Vision group to identify and develop junction
improvements.  The first step will be a workshop in January to establish a list
of schemes, these will be developed, following which a forward programme
will be developed over the next six months.  Read the options assessment
report for Sudbury Congestion Relief Scheme
➢➢ Consultation on the proposed changes to the local Citizens Advice
(CAB) grant funding
Suffolk County Council is carrying out a consultation to understand the
equality impacts there may be as a result of proposed changes to the local
Citizens Advice (CAB) grant funding which the authority currently provides.
At the Council’s Scrutiny meeting on 22 November 2018, the committee
considered details of proposed savings totalling £11.2m that will enable the
council to balance its budget. Amongst these savings was the proposal to
remove the funding grant that the county council gives Suffolk’s CABs.
Committee members recommended changing the proposal to a phased
reduction – a recommendation that was later agreed by Cabinet. It is now
proposed that the grant will reduce by half to £184,000 in 2019/20 before
ending in 2020/21.
A consultation regarding this decision started at 12 noon on Monday 17
December and will run until 5pm on Wednesday 23 January. The consultation
will give residents the opportunity to say how they currently use the CAB
service and how they may be impacted, specifically from an equality
perspective, by any potential changes to funding. Comments made through
the consultation will be used to help inform the final decision on the council
budget, which is due to be made by full council on 14 February 2019. Further
information and a link to the survey can be found here:
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/consultations-petitions-
and-elections/consultations/local-citizens-advice-cab-consultation/  Paper
copies of the survey are also available at Libraries and local Citizens Advice
offices. 
➢➢ Sport and Physical Activity worth £270m a year to the Suffolk economy
A report published on 18 December 2018 has revealed the importance of the
Sport and Physical Activity sector to the Suffolk economy.  Undertaken by
specialist economic development and regeneration consultancy Hatch
Regeneris, the report shows that the sector contributes £270m a year to the
Suffolk economy. This accounts for over 10,000 jobs or 3% of all
employment in Suffolk and is almost double the proportion seen at national
levels.
The report shows that employment in the sector has grown at a faster rate than
all other sectors in Suffolk - up 60% in the last 5 years. By contrast,
employment in financial and professional services has grown by 10% over
the same period.
Read Suffolk Economic Assessment of Sports and Physical Activity Sectors
report 
➢➢ Finally
Having attended a seminar in December, it is a frightening fact that there are
now almost 900 children in care in Suffolk.  Rather than just say “how
dreadful” I propose to go the extra mile in my division and provide some
more information for those who think they may be able to help.  I will be
doing the following to provide the opportunity for those who want to find out
more on this subject.  To this end I am arranging “drop in sessions” in
Boxford for a one to one discussions with members of the SCC Specialist
team.  They will be aimed at local residents in my Stour Valley division.  The
first of these is booked for St Mary’s House, Boxford on Monday 11th March
in the evening between 7.30pm - 9.30pm.
My Priorities
Education   -   Supporting Vulnerable People - Jobs and Growth - Localism
and the Stour Valley - Building on Suffolk’s Strength all underpinned by
strong financial management and low council tax
James Finch County, Councillor Stour Valley Division
Tel  01206 263649   Mobile 07545 423796  
Email:  james.finch@suffolk.gov.uk

First of all I would like to wish all readers of the B.R.N. a very happy and
prosperous new year, having said that I do feel we are going all to have
to dig deep on all our resources as we face a very uncertain future with
the current lack of National leadership and the possible future break up
of the United Kingdom which is at the present time totally dis-united. If
only our National Politicians would put their people before the tribal
politics that we have witnessed in the past two years. I am very proud to
say that I voted remain as I welcome and value the friendship and
collaboration that has contributed to the 74 yrs of peace that we have
enjoyed on this island, also the united but devolved governments of our
home nations working together. I really do not mind us giving refuge to
some very unfortunate and traumatised victims of violence and
malnutrition as long as we have proper border checks and security. I also
welcome that we have European workers to come to plug the gaps in our
own homegrown labour force and help make us an even better and
diverse nation and contribute to our national prosperity, I am humbled to
say that of the five skilled doctors and clinicians at Papworth who
recently carried out the open heart surgery that I so desperately needed
not one was actually born within these shores.
I for one am grateful for what has been achieved in the past two

generations and hope that we may all move on to just enjoy our present
lives and work together and encourage others to do the same.  On the
home front Babergh the budget decisions will not bring good news with
around 3% increases across the board from the District and County
Councils along with an even bigger one expected from the Police
Commissioner. Sadly this will all amount to about a Sixty Pound increase
per household on a band D property per year. This situation is caused by
the decreasing local government grant that has now come to an end and
will not be replaced, I will be talking about this situation at forthcoming
Council and Parish Meetings to bring everyone up to date.  Recycling and
Waste disposal will also feature heavily during this coming year with
increased publicity to try to get our recycling rates up. If your waste is in
the blue bin we can flog it which helps to keep your council tax down and
has a beneficial impact on our planet, what is in the black bin goes to our
incinerator and although that produces electricity to feed back into the
grid we pay a very heavy gate fee/fine for every load that goes in through
the gate from your Council Tax. I am told by our roundsmen that about
10% of households do not even present a Blue Bin to be collected, maybe
a new year resolution could be started here. I am always willing to
organise a trip up to the recycling facilities if anyone would like to see
our efforts at first hand. This coming year will see yet more challenges
for Boxford on the planning front, please attend any meetings and have
your say, strongly if you need to. I will be doing my very best as always
to see that we are not invaded by housing that is just for profit rather than
a natural expansion to house local people and, as always, to represent you
all in any local matters.

With All Best Regards  and Hope for the Future.  Bryn.   01787 210854
bryn.hurren@babergh.gov.uk   
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Gary Jarvis

www.allseasonsmarquees.co.uk
info@allseasonsmarquees.co.uk



Catesby Estates are proposing a massive new development in
Boxford. It is bigger than any other development so far and will
undoubtedly destroy our beautiful village see what Catsby homes
have to say below. 
Catesby Estates plc are promoting 14 acres of land off Sand Hill, Boxford
in Suffolk, which has potential for up to 80 new homes incorporating a
mix of 2, 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes of various types (bungalows,
maisonettes, semi-detached and detached houses), including 35%
affordable housing.  The site lies within the administrative area of
Babergh District Council.
We are putting together proposals for the site and want your help in

creating a sustainable extension to your community that benefits both you
and any new residents. 

The site is located to the East of Boxford village, off Sand Hill
approximately 70m north of the Hadleigh Road (A1071).  The site is in a
sustainable location, with a range of facilities within walking distance,
including a primary school, pub and village shop.
The proposals are influenced by the rich character of Boxford.  We want
to create a place where people can be proud to live, and provide a varied
mix of accommodation types to satisfy identified local housing need with
an emphasis on smaller dwellings that are sensitively designed and are of
high quality.
The site has no national or local landscape designation.  It lies on land

that rises east out of the village, which is nestled in the River Box valley
below. As the site is visible from public rights of way, especially from the
north and east, proposed development would be limited to the lower
slopes and strategic native woodland planting would assimilate and
contain it.
The scheme would include an extensive amount of green infrastructure,

including: native woodland; street trees in generous grass verges;
informal wildflower meadow; a more formal ‘trim trail’ and footpath
around the development; and a surface water drainage area, that could be
engineered to double-up as a children’s kick-about area.  
It is now widely understood that one of the Government’s core objectives
is to significantly boost the supply of housing nationally in order to
address the ever increasing housing crisis resulting from a lack of
affordability in the market and the consequent need for new homes of all
types sizes and tenures.  To this end the Government intends to deliver
300,000 new dwellings per year by around 2020.
The National Planning Policy Framework (the Framework) published in
July 2018 is the Government’s principal policy tool for the delivery of
sustainable planning and development across England.  The Framework
seeks to deliver the significant increase in new homes that are required in
a sustainable manner.
In particular Councils are required to have up-to-date Local Plans that

make provision for a local housing requirement (based on a standardised
methodology).
Development Plan Context
At the local level the Council (Babergh District Council) is beginning

work on a new Local Plan to replace the current Core Strategy in line
with Government policy.  An initial draft will be published for
consultation in February 2019.

The Government’s new standard method for calculating housing
requirement indicates that a minimum of 439 dwellings per annum[1]
will be required in Babergh District over the new Local Plan period to
2036.  This represents a 24% increase beyond the current adopted Core
Strategy requirement, which is in the region of 355 dwellings per annum. 
It will therefore be necessary for the Council to allocate and approve new
greenfield housing sites in order to meet the minimum requirement in the
emerging Local Plan.
Boxford is identified as a Core Village in Policy CS2 of the adopted Core
Strategy which will act as a focus for new residential development. The
policy goes onto advise that site allocations to meet housing and
employment needs will be made.
The status of Boxford as a Core Village will remain in the settlement

hierarchy for Babergh District and therefore the village will continue to
comprise a suitable and sustainable location for the allocation and
development of new homes.
[1] Using the 2014 based household projections as advised by
Government in its recent consultation on updates to planning policy and
guidance – 26 October 2018
Catesby Estates is considering the preparation of an outline planning
application later in 2019 to establish the principle of residential
development on the site including site access and housing layout.

Should the application be approved, we will then work with
housebuilders to deliver a range of new homes, with first residents taking
occupation early 2020.
If you also take into account the proposed development by Hopkins

Homes on the other side of the road from Weavers Green, together we are
talking about in excess of 120 new homes proposed for the village in the
near future, Ad to this recent developments and infills, approx 80 homes
and we have only rather belatedly just started on a village plan, slamming
the door after the horse has bolted! 
In Addition The Trustees of land adjoining Stone Street Road are keen to
establish some housing and a potential Village Car Park. Landex are
within the period where they can bring a challenge to the Appeal Decision
to maintain the Refusal to Grant Planning Permission for further
development at Goodlands and Green Lawns Bonsai Nursery in Hadleigh
Road are seeking permission to erect 4 detached dwellings on their land.

WEAVERS GREEN, A DEVELOPMENT TOO FAR

Weavers GreenHopkins
Homes 



Expert legal help for business and for individuals...
Accident claims - Commercial and company law
Commercial property - Commercial German legal services
Employment - Environmental Law -
Estates, trusts and wills - Family and children
Farming and rural business affairs
Health and safety - Licensing - Litigation/mediation
Residential property - Rural business affairs 

Bates Wells & Braithwaite Solicitors
27 Friars Street Sudbury C0102AD
T: 01787 880440    E: solicitors@bwblegal.com 

Bates Wells
& Braithwaite

SUFFOLK
TREE SERVICES LTD

For All Aspects of Tree Works Including:
• Planting • Reducing • Pollarding • Felling • 
• Stump Grinding •
• Hedging Works •
We offer a complete and professional service
Established over 25 years
We are a local, friendly and experienced company
• Free Estimates • 24 Hour Storm Damage Cover • 
•Fully Insured • Tree Reports and Consultancy *
Woodchip and Firewood for Sale
Tel: 01787 319200
info@suffolktreeservices.co.uk www.suffolktreeservices.co.uk



NEWS FROM CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
3PR Stats for December 2018
In December 2018 our responders covered 273 hours (37%) and attended
9 incidents. We are in urgent need of more responders so that we can
provide better coverage for the people of the local villages. If you are
interested in joining, or have any questions about responding at all, please
call the group's co-ordinator, Rich Wild, on 01787 210 946.

The American Tree
The ‘Friendly Invasion’

From 1943 the USA entered the war and East Anglia became the home of
the United States Army Air Force (USAAF). They arrived in their
thousands onto air elds that had been built in a very short space of time,
and were often only a few miles from each other.
Almost overnight the narrow roads and railway stations of this area

struggled to cope with the load put upon them and we became ‘Little
America’. Everywhere were trucks carrying the weapons of war - fuel,
bombs, personnel - everything required to wage war on the enemy in
Occupied Europe.
One such air eld was built just three miles, as the crow flies, by Sudbury
in the parishes of Acton, Chilton and Gt Walding eld, it was known as
Station 174. From here B24’s and B17’s of 486th Bomb Group operated
until the end of the war. Most of the crews were young and it was often
their  rst experience of ‘action’ as they were straight from training in
America, many of them were very inexperienced and they were here to
take on the might of the German Luftwae. A great many of them were to
lose their lives in the process.
If you had been standing here in those times in the early mornings you

would have witnessed many of these brave young men taking off at a
height of 500 feet to join the armada assembling in the sky above you,
which quite often numbered many hundreds, the sky would be full of the
sound of their engines droning, which would slowly die away as they all
left to go to war.
Late in the afternoon the sound would return as those who had survived

the mission came home to land, many aircraft would be hardly able to
stay in the air due to the damage they had sustained and carrying lots of
injured crew, they would  re red distress ares to tell the air eld they 
had wounded on board
This routine went on until the end of the war with the RAF continuing

the bombing missions at night as they had done throughout the war.
In 1991 Martin Wood was on a visit to the USA, he was standing on the

White House lawn and collected a hand full of oak tree acorns. When he
arrived home he planted them and three of them grew One of them was
donated to Primrose Wood. When it was planted by members of the
management team, it was dedicated to all the young American airmen
who came to East Anglia to join the  fight against the Nazis in 1943-1945.
We have decided what the display board for the tree  will look like (see
above), Ian Drake has seen it and has designed it, I think he took his life
in his hands trying to get the picture of the gate posts on the road at
Chilton said Vic Rice. The picture was donated  to the project by local
artist Roger Lane who has lived in the area for  many years and it portrays
a day on Great Waldingfield  Airfield. Station 174  All expenses will be
met by me. When complete the American Air Museum at Duxford will be
informed for the veterans who visit them.
Vic Rice

Hadleigh Boxford Patient Participation Group (PPG)
GP/Citizens Advice Outreach Scheme
General Practice is under increasing pressure. GPs play a crucial role at
the frontline of the health system, but workloads have been growing in
both in volume and complexity, while funding has declined. There is a
need to relieve unnecessary demands on GPs to ensure they remain able
to provide high quality patient care.
Citizens Advice delivers advice and support to millions of people each

year, including outreach advice in over 500 health locations. They see the
ways that people’s personal and practical problems, like debt or poor
housing, cause detriment in other parts of their lives. They also see how
these issues are often caused by or affecting people’s health and
wellbeing, or their treatment.
This means people often present to their GP when they are experiencing
personal or practical issues. These issues are often ‘non-clinical’,
meaning they are not specifically medical, although they may be
underlying or related to clinical health issues. It has been shown that 33%
of clients went to a GP or local health service before Citizens Advice.
People may be presenting to health providers because these ‘non-
clinical’ issues are affecting their health, or because they don’t know
where else to go for support.
Understanding the role for advice in supporting patients, within the

primary care setting, the Hadleigh Boxford Group Practice and Sudbury
Citizens Advice are conducting a pilot scheme to locate outreach advice
within the surgery. 
• The pilot will run for 3 months with effect from Tuesday 8th January
until Tuesday 26th March 2019 at the Hadleigh Surgery.
• Three advice sessions per morning will be available at 9.30, 10.30 and
11.30, allowing one hour per client.
• Patients can be referred by GP’s, Practice Nurses or Care Navigators.
It is hoped that this initiative can help improve people’s health and
wellbeing, help reduce some of the ‘non-clinical’ demand on health
providers, and improve overall patient care.

BOXFORD BOUNTY
The Boxford Bounty is a local lottery for Boxford, Edwardstone and
Groton. Through the Community Council, the Bounty provides financial
support for many local groups and interests.  The following groups have
benefited from direct grants in the past few years:
1st Boxford Brownies Boxford Guides Boxford Fireworks 
Carpet Bowls Club Boxford Village Hall Breast Cancer Care
Boxford Bowls Club       Over Sixties Club Boxford Tennis Club
Boxford Spinney Edwardstone Mill Green Trust 
Friends of Boxford School       Sunflower Playgroup     BoxRiver Club 
Boxford Bridge Club    Boxford Playingfields Boxford Rovers
Boxford United Charities Boxford Scouts Boxford Cycle Club
Tickets are available at a cost of £10.00 per year, which guarantees entry
to 
The prizes for each draw are:
1st Prize £ 160
2nd Prize £   75
3rd Prize £   30
4th Prize £   15



Remember
The Box River News can be seen in full colour by downloading
from the internet. 
Just go to http://www.boxfordsuffolk.com/box-river-news and scroll
down to the latest BRN icon. The Newsletter is usually
available about one day after the published press date. You can
also drag any pics you might like onto your desktop but these
will be of low resolution. If you would like a high res pic just
email the address below and we will send you a PDF or Jpeg
ed.kench@btinternet.com

Sir Conrad Marshall John Fisher Swan KCVO FSA (13 May 1924 – 10 January
2019[1]) was a retired long-serving officer of arms at the College of Arms in
London. Having been first appointed to work at the College in 1962, he rose to
the office of Garter Principal King of Arms in 1992, a position he held until
1995. He was the first Canadian ever to be appointed to the College of Arms.
Contents
He was born in 1924 in British Columbia, Canada. His father was descended

from the Polish noble family of Święcicki. After emigrating to Canada in 1884
the family surname became Swan.
He devoted much of his life to travelling. Having decided to make a lifetime

career in the Indian Army, he was sent by the India Office (the UK
governmental office responsible for India at the time) to the School of Oriental
and African Studies, University of London. Having completed the course there,
he proceeded to India and was commissioned and appointed to the Madras
Regiment, the oldest in the country. Indian Independence (1947) caused him to
make other decisions "it being the end of a chapter". Upon retirement from the
Indian Army, he went directly back to Canada to take a BA and MA at the
University of Western Ontario (Assumption College). During this time, he
developed a keen interest in Commonwealth affairs, which brought him back to
Britain, where he acquired his doctorate from Cambridge University in 1955.
Conrad then spent six years (1955–1961) lecturing in history at the Assumption
University of Windsor, Ontario, of which he was also University Beadle. As
guest lecturer he visited many universities, not only in North America but in
every continent except Antarctica, "the penguins haven't invited me yet". 
In addition to his educational achievements, he developed an exceptional

heraldic career. He was first appointed Rouge Dragon Pursuivant of Arms in
Ordinary in 1962 and six years later became York Herald of Arms in Ordinary.
In these capacities, he was among the Earl Marshal's staff for the State Funeral
of Sir Winston Churchill in 1965, the Investiture of the Prince of Wales in 1969,
and was Gentleman Usher-in-Waiting to Pope John Paul II during his visit to
the United Kingdom in 1982.
He was appointed Garter Principal King of Arms in 1992 on the retirement of

Sir Alexander Colin Cole. His own retirement came in 1995, after having been
diagnosed with cancer. 
Sir Conrad Swan was the first herald to execute official duties in-tabard across

the Atlantic Ocean and in the southern hemisphere. He did so in Bermuda in
1969 and in Brisbane in 1977. He was instrumental in the creation of the
Honours System of Antigua and Barbuda, and between 1964 and 1967, he was
an adviser to the Prime Minister of Canada on the establishment of the National
Flag of Canada and the Order of Canada. Swan also took a special interest in
Saskatchewan, helping the province to obtain a full coat of arms from the
Queen in 1986 and a new Great Seal in 1991. He advised the province on the
establishment of the Saskatchewan Order of Merit in 1985 and the
Saskatchewan Volunteer Medal in 1995 and the recent expansion of the
provincial honours system (notably the Commemorative Medal for the
Centennial of Saskatchewan).
A keen scholar and publicist, Swan wrote a number of books and articles on
heraldic, sigillographic and related subjects. He was a member of several
international societies and organisations and was a founder of the Royal
Heraldry Society of Canada and the Heraldic Garden in Britain.[citation
needed]
Knighted by Her Majesty The Queen in 1994 as a Knight Commander of the

Royal Victorian Order (KCVO). He was also a Knight Grand Cross of the Order
of the Nation of Antigua and Barbuda (KGCN), Knight of Honour and
Devotion of the Order of Malta, Cross of Commander of the Order of Merit of
the Republic of Poland, Knight's Cross of the Order of the Grand Duke
Gediminas (Lithuania), Knight Grand Cross of Justice of the Sacred Military
Constantinian Order of Saint George, Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Order
of Francis I (GCFO) and Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Order of the Lion of
Rwanda.
He was also a Knight of the Most Venerable Order of St. John of Jerusalem and
Knight Principal of the Imperial Society of Knights Bachelor (1995–2000);
Commander (with Star) of the Royal Norwegian Order of Merit; Grand Cross
with Grand Collar of the Imperial Order of the Holy Trinity (Ethiopia);
Coronation Medal of the King of Tonga. He received the Commemorative
Medal for the Centennial of Saskatchewa
In 1957, Swan married Lady Hilda Susan Mary Northcote (born 23 July 1937

– died 4 December 1995), Serving Sister Most Venerable Order of St. John,
Dame of Honour and Devotion Sovereign Military Order of Malta; Dame of
Justice (SMO) of Constantine St. George; and President, St. John's Ambulance
Society Suffolk.
Lady Hilda was the younger daughter of Henry Stafford Northcote, the 3rd Earl
of Iddesleigh, and granddaughter of author Marie Adelaide Belloc Lowndes.
She died in Boxford, Suffolk, on her way home to Boxford House after
shopping in the village when she was hit by a car, which did not stop. She was
58 years old.
They had five children: 

SIR CONRAD MARSHALL JOHN FISHER SWAN KCVO FSA 1924 – 2019



Stoke by Nayland Bridge Club
Are you and your partner looking for an afternoon game of Bridge? We
play Duplicate Bridge every Thursday in a comfortable and friendly
atmosphere at Stoke by Nayland Village Hall.  If you are already Bridge
players, you would be most welcome to join us.  Previous experience of
Duplicate is not necessary, but you and your partner will soon discover that
this is the most enjoyable way to play.  It provides a proper competition
where everyone plays the same hands and this enables you to improve your
play. We meet by 1.45 for a prompt 1.50 start with a short break for tea and
always finish by 5.0 pm. Why not give us a try?  There is no joining fee.
Please contact Roger Loose on 01787-210538 for further details.

Nayland Horticultural Society
Nayland Horticultural Society’s Spring Flower Show takes place on
Saturday 23rd March which is an ideal time to buy some plants for a good
summer’s show. There is also a cake stall and raffle. Or maybe you would
like to enter some Spring flowers in the Show for fun and see how you
do! Entry forms on the website. All very friendly, tea, coffee and cake
available! 
Nayland Horticultural Society’s Spring Meeting will be in the Church
Hall, Nayland, CO6 4HY on Tuesday 26th March, 7pm for 7.15pm start.
Subject to be confirmed.

Boxford Drama Group Presents:
Prepare to Meet Thy Tomb
The Tombs family, who can trace their heritage back to the Borgias, are a
family of professional assassins.  However, as darkness descends can they
survive the sudden arrival of uninvited visitors at the family lair of
Monument House Hotel and Health Farm?
As the evening passes, it appears that it’s not only the Tombs that have a
myriad of secrets to hide, but that each of their unwelcome callers also
has his or her own clandestine agenda for being at the Hotel.  It’s not long
before they are soon sneaking around the old mansion’s secret passages
and inevitably one by one they fall victim to violent deaths by devious
techniques.   Mayhem ensues with unlikely liaisons, over-the-top
characters and shocking plot twists which all prove to be deadly for all
parties, and a murder fest occurs.  All resulting in an irresistible
combination of a comedy spoof and baffling murder mystery.
Prepare to Meet Thy Tomb – Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm 14th, 15th

16th March 2019. Tickets on sale in Boxford Post Office. £13 includes
supper and there will be a licensed bar.

Little Waldingfield Parish Room

Quiz Night
Saturday February 9th at 7.30 Prompt
£10 to include two course meal & 

pre dinner nibbles
Raffle

Max 5 persons per team
Tickets : Sue Sheppard (01787) 247980

Sheppard.susanm@gmail.com 
Please bring your own drinks

FREE TASTER at LW Parish Room
KEEP FITCLASS
in the LW Parish Room Tuesday 29th January pm from 6.30 to 7.30
A new Keep Fit circuit style class that will enable you to keep active at
your pace, the class will also include a range of Keep Fit exercises.
Stretch and flex will be incorporated into the session to support a range
of motion in the muscles, and to aid in their recovery.
The free taster session will be followed by weekly keep fit classes at the
same time for a very reasonable price.
For more information please contact Nic Carter: T: 07886 124698
E: nic@niccarterpt.co.uk

Wot’s On



NEWTON VILLAGE HALL DIARY DATES
REGULAR EVENTS
Monday mornings (term time only): Yoga class 
(phone Sophia on 313662 for details)
Monday and Thursday evenings: Western Partner Dance Club 
(call Chris 371006)
Friday afternoons: Art and Craft club (call Carole on 373548)
Friday evenings: Sudbury and District Wargames Club 
(call Brian on 312160)

Wot’s On

Sunday 3rd February



LWHS
Programme of Events - 2019 / 2020
20th February John Goodhand
Simply Suffolk
Inn signs are part of our history, but which is the commonest, where can
you find a gallows, which is the oldest and what is Elvis doing in
Botesdale? John has been photographing Suffolk inns and their signs for
over fifty years and will tell us.
20th March Sarah Doig
To Relieve Need and Distress
The Story of East Anglian Almshouses

FUN & GAMES NIGHT
BOXFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL.We will once again be holding
our Annual Fun & Games Night in Boxford Village Hall on Saturday 26
January 2019. Teams of 8 contestants will battle through the various
indoor games and quizzes to claim the prestigious title. A fun night is
promised for all with a licensed bar, raffle and refreshments. The evening
will commence at 7.30 with registration and the first round of games at
7.50 promptly. Ticket prices are £60 per team. We have a limit for the
number of teams, so if you don’t want to be disappointed please contact
Stephanie Atkins on 01787 210444 or Mark Miller on 01787 211596, or
alternatively e-mail Mark on Mark.Miller@talktalk.net  We would like to
get all teams listed before Christmas if possible and, if you are not in a
team but would like to help, please also let us know. It is never too early
to book your place, so book it now!

Wot’s On

26th 2019



01787 210946



Cheese and Wine



LEAVENHEATH CINEMA SATURDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 
Tickets  Telephone:  Lesley (01206 262505) or Ken (01206 263266)

£3.50 per adult and £2.00 per young person doors open at 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Polstead Digital Cinema Friday 22nd February
Tickets £3.50 from the Polstead Community Shop or 01787 210029

All films start at 7.30pm, doors open at 7.00pm



FFoorrtthhccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  DDiiaarryy

January 2019

26 Fun and Games Night Boxford Community Council Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm

29 Keep Fit Class Little Waldingfield Parish Rooms Parish Rooms 6.30 70 7.30pm

February

5 Englands 2000 year Mulberry Heritage Boxford Gardening Soc Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm

9 Quiz Night Little Waldingfield Parish Rooms Parish Rooms 7.30pm

10 Rock Choir Concert Boxford PCC St Mary’s Church 3.00pm

16 Simply Suffolk LWHS Parish Room 7.30pm

23 Quiz Night Boxford Bike Club Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm

March

14/15/16 Prepare to meet thyToomb Boxford Drama Group Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm

April

12 Quiz and Currey Evening Groton PCC Groton Village Hall 7.30pm

21 Boxford Youth Football Team Anniversary of the trip to USA Boxford Playing Fields TBA

First and Third Monday each month Boxford Parish Council Meetings in Bell House, Stone Street St, Boxford 7.30pm

The Bell Inn
The Sreet, Kersey, Suffolk, IP7 6DY

Tel: 01473 823229    
Kerseybell.com

Curry night Tuesday
Pudding and pie day Wednesday 

Our new fish board Thursday to Saturday 
with Fish and Fizz Friday
Sunday lunch 12 till 7pm



Win a Romantic Champagne Balloon Flight for Two
Stoke by Nayland Hotel, Golf & Spa are getting in the mood for love
this February by offering couples the opportunity to float away on a
luxury hot air balloon.
In partnership with Taittinger Champagne, SbN has launched its
Month of Love campaign, which encourages couples to celebrate their
affection for each other throughout February, as it’s not always
convenient to honour Valentine’s Day mid-week. 
The resort is offering a number of great value romantic packages as
part of the Month of Love and couples taking advantage of these
fantastic offers will be entered into a draw to win afternoon tea at the
hotel, followed by a luxury Champagne balloon flight across
Constable Country. 
Included in the Month of Love campaign is a ‘Just the Two of Us’
overnight stay with Prosecco and a 3-course dinner, followed by full
English breakfast the next morning, from only £80.00 per person. 
There is also a ‘Chocolate Kisses’ spa day from £79.00 per person for
those that love a pamper, and for traditionalists there are two dining
options at the award-winning AA Two Rosette Lake’s Restaurant
starting at £32.50 per person for 3-courses.
To find out more please visit www.stokebynayland.com/month-of-
love, call the sales team on 01206 262 836 or email
sales@stokebynayland.com.

WWIINN  AA  BBAALLLLOOOONN  FFLLIIGGHHTT  FFOORR  TTWWOO

Why not hire
GROTON VILLAGE HALL

It’s there to be used
• Fully equiped  • Reasonable rates  • Convenient  

• Tables, chairs and crockery available ‘for off-site’ hire
The ideal local venue

For details please contact Joanna Roberts 01787 210619

Remember
The Box River News can be seen in full colour by downloading
from the internet. 
Just go to http://www.boxfordsuffolk.com/box-river-news and scroll
down to the latest BRN icon. The Newsletter is usually
available about one day after the published press date. You can
also drag any pics you might like onto your desktop but these
will be of low resolution. If you would like a high res pic just
email the address below and we will send you a PDF or Jpeg
ed.kench@btinternet.com



The Box River Parishes Church News
Boxford • Edwardstone • Groton • Little Waldingfield • Newton
Priest in Charge: The benefice is currently vacant.  During the vacancy please direct  all initial inquiries 

about baptisms, weddings and funerals to the rural dean, the Revd Dr Simon 
Gill; Tel: 01787 375334; e-mail: vicar@allsaints-sudbury.co.uk

Reader: Christopher Kingsbury, Rose Cottage, Sherbourne Street, Edwardstone CO10 5PD
Tel: 211236; Fax: 211238; e-mail: ChrisKingsC@aol.com

Lay Elder: David Lamming, 20 Holbrook Barn Road, Boxford CO10 5HU
Tel: 210360; Fax:  329770;  (Mobile) 07968 791135; e-mail: djlamming@hotmail.com

Please let any of the above or a Churchwarden know if you would like a home visit, home communion or a hospital visit, or of any cases of sickness or
otherwise where they might be of assistance.

Benefice house: Mary’s House, 5 Swan Street, Boxford CO10 5NZ. 
For much more information about the five parishes in our Benefice please go to our Church Near You web site at www.achurchnearyou.com.

THE PARISH OF 
ST MARY, BOXFORD

Churchwarden:
Peter Patrick

Amberley, White Street Green, Boxford,
CO10 5JNTel: 01787 210346
E-mail: ppat@btinternet.com
Assistant Churchwarden:
Michael Gray 07931043926

boxford.warden@btinternet.com

Copy Date for Church News in the March
Box River News: 

Please, NO LATER THAN 12th February
Failure to meet the date will mean your

copy may not be included
Thank you. Eddie Kench 01787 211507
email address: ed.kench@btinternet.com

The Revd Dr. Simon Gill (our rural dean)
assisted by Christopher Kingsbury would
like to run an Alpha Course in the
Benefice commencing in February. I f
you would like to take part or learn more
please do contact Simon at:
vicar@allsaints-sudbury.co.uk (or see
contact details in the BRN)  or Christopher 
Everyone has questions : We believe that
everyone should have the chance to
explore the Christian faith, ask questions

and share their point of view. Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the
Christian faith. Each talk looks at a different question around faith and is
designed to create conversation. Alpha is run all around the world, and
everyone's welcome. It runs in cafés, churches, universities, homes—you
name it. No two Alphas look the same, but generally they have three key
things in common: food, a talk and good conversation.
We plan to hold the course on Mondays: 4th,11th,18th,25th February &
4th March 2019
A Rock Choir Concert will be held at St.Mary’s Church Boxford, on
Sunday 10th February 2019 at 3.00pm Tickets £8.00  (free to children
under 16)   Tickets include tea/coffee & cake & a glass of wine (available
by donation) - There will be a raffle too. 
All proceed to St. Mary's Church.
Tickets will be available from the Post Office & the Coffee Box.
Enquiries: Louise Renshaw  01787210298  Jane Lewis   01787210111
The Bible Study Group  meets at twice a month.. All are welcome to this
hour of fellowship. 
The Boxford Church Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)will
be held on Sunday 7th April 2019 at 12.15 pm, following Café Church.
The APCM will commence with a meeting to elect churchwardens for the
coming year.
A New church electoral roll is being prepared. This is done every six
years for Boxford Church and will commence on 20th January 2019,
with a notice placed on church notice boards. Those on the previous roll
will be informed so they can re-apply.  Announcements will also be made
in church. The electoral roll will be closed to applications on 16th March
2019. Application forms will be available in church. Those on the current
electoral roll will need to re apply please.
Food Bank Collections: We continue to have regular collections of food
items at St.Mary’s Church Boxford, which we take to the Storehouse
Food Bank, Tudor Road, Sudbury. Please kindly bring items to church
services where a collection point will be available. (food well in date
please!) We have already delivered 3 large boxes of food & other
essentials to the Food Bank- many thanks for those who continue to give
generously.

BENEFICE NEWS
HIS HONOUR THE REVEREND BRIAN WATLING QC 
THANKSGIVING SERVICE: NEW DATE
The service of thanksgiving for the life of the Revd Brian Watling has been
re-arranged. It will now be at 12 noon on Saturday 2 February 2019 at St
James’s Church, Nayland.  All welcome.
THE PROCESS TO FIND A NEW RECTOR: AN UPDATE
PCC members from the five parishes in the benefice met with Bishop Mike
Harrison on Monday 14 January 2019 to discuss the vacancy and the way
forward.  The draft Benefice Profile (the final version of which will be
placed on the diocesan website: www.cofesuffolk.org/vacancies) was
looked at in detail.  Grateful thanks to Tim Harbord, who has undertaken
the task of editing the document. It is planned to advertise the vacancy in
early February, with interviews programmed for late March.  If a suitable
candidate applies and is appointed, it is hoped that he or she may be
inducted as rector in July, but this timetable is still provisional.  
GENERAL CHURCH NEWS
GENERAL SYNOD
The General Synod will be meeting in London from 20th to 23rd February.
Please speak to David Lamming (one of the three lay members representing
our diocese) if you would like to talk about the business to be discussed.
The agenda and supporting papers will be available to download from the
Church of England website at the end of January:
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/policy-and-thinking/work-general-
synod . You can also follow the proceedings, when in session, on the live
video stream accessed via the C of E website.
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SUDBURY & DISTRICT
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: 20 – 27 JANUARY 2019
“Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16, v.18)
The Week of Prayer offers local opportunities to meet and pray with fellow
Christians of different denominations. The theme this year is “Only
Justice.” On Sunday 20th January there will be a united service at 6.30 pm
at St John’s Methodist Church, Sudbury at which Lt Rachel Hepburn of the
Salvation Army will speak. See the January Box River News for details,
including the venues, of the daily mid-week lunchtime services.  On
Saturday 26th January there will be a prayer breakfast from 8.00 am to 9.30
am at Sudbury Methodist Church.  All are welcome to any of these services.
OPEN FORUM: Churches Together Open Forum is on Thursday 24th
January 2019 (7.00 pm for 7.30 pm) at Sudbury Catholic Church, The
Croft, Sudbury.  The main feature will be a discussion on The Role of
Churches Together in our local area.  All church members are encouraged
to attend this vital meeting.  A wide range of views is sought in order to plan
for the future. This gathering is for the many, not the few! Everyone is
welcome.
Please look at the Churches Together website for details of other events:
www.churchestogetherinsudbury.org.uk.



THE PARISH OF 
ST MARY THE VIRGIN,

EDWARDSTONE
Churchwarden:

Vacant

Rota
Sidemen Flowers

Feb 3rd Mrs.  Martin & Mrs. Eddington         Mrs. Eddington
Feb 10th No service Mrs. Duffy
Feb 17th No service Mrs. Gregor-Smith
Feb 24th No service Mrs. Squirrel
15th/16th December
Our Festival of Carols in Flowers was well attended over the two days
and raised £602.00 for church funds. We are most grateful to all who
contributed.
20th December
The Carol Service was led by Tim Harbord and the Benefice Choir sang
for us. Rita Baker and Mary Thorogood donated and served mulled wine
which was appreciated by everyone. The collection brought us £268.00.
24th December
Christmas Holy Communion was conducted by Rev. Dr. Simon Gill,
who also officiated at Holy Communion on 6th January. After this
service the church was again put under dust sheets in preparation for the
builders to resume work on replastering the walls.
The Electoral Roll is to be completely renewed this year and forms
have been delivered to all those on the existing Roll. These forms should
be returned to Nancy Roser, or left in the church for collection, by 8th
Feb. If there is anyone not on the present Roll who wishes to be included
on the new Roll, forms may be obtained from Nancy Roser (01787 883
897) or Mrs. Eddington (01787 247932). Being on the Electoral Roll
entitles you to attend, if you so wish, the AGM which this year is on
Tuesday 9th April.

THE PARISH OF 
ST BARTHOLOMEW,

GROTON
Churchwardens:

Vacant
Acting Churchwarden:

Diana McCorkell
Primrose Cottage, Parliament Heath, Groton,

CO10 5ER     Tel: 01787 210927
E-mail: dianah.mccorkell@btinternet.com

THE PARISH OF 
ST LAWRENCE, 

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD
Churchwardens:

Sandra Harbord and Timothy Harbord
2 Rivish Lane, Long Melford, CO10 9TH

Tel: 01787 311707 
E-mail:t.harbord@btinternet.com 

THE PARISH  OF 
ALL SAINTS, NEWTON

Churchwarden:
Vacant

17 February service, Morning Worship
Sidesman, David Saddleton
Coffee, Maureen Cooling
Flowers for the month, Anne Suckling
Cleaning, Anthea Tribe
Christmas Eve Carol Service
The church looked very festive and was filled to capacity with families
and friends.  The service was taken by Christopher Kingsbury and the
Benefice choir were in good voice, Nick Tribe did an excellent job
telling the children a story about an innkeeper who had a very restless
night on the evening Jesus was born! The children then collected their
oranges from the altar. The collection raised a grand total of £1000 so a
big thank you to all who came and made this service such a happy
family event. 

PCC MEETING: The next meeting of the PCC is on Tuesday 5th
February 2019 at 7.00 pm at Mary’s House.  Items for the agenda should
be communicated to the secretary, David Lamming (tel: 01787 210360;
e-mail: djlamming@hotmail.com) by Sunday 27th January.
RENEWAL OF CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL
Every six years the electoral roll has to be renewed before the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) — not just revised, as happens in
other years.  2019 is such a renewal year.  Everyone who wishes to have
his or her name on the roll must complete an application form, whether or
not their name is on the current roll.  The required notice announcing that
a new roll is being prepared has now been posted on the church notice
boards.  Forms of application for enrolment can be obtained from David
Lamming (the electoral roll officer: tel 210360; e-mail:
djlamming@hotmail.com) and must be returned by Sunday 17 March
2019. The new roll will be published and come into effect on Sunday 24
March 2019, ahead of the APCM on Tuesday 9 April 2019. 
TOILET AND KITCHEN: PROGRESS REPORT
As visitors to Groton church in the last month will have observed, work
has now started on the re-ordering works to provide a building to house a
toilet in the churchyard and kitchen/servery facilities under the tower.
The trench-arch drain has been installed and work has begun to level the
floor at the west end of the church preparatory to installing the kitchen
cupboards and new bookcases.  There is a temporary hold-up on starting
the building for the toilet while the main electricity supply to the church
is re-routed, but this should not delay completion of the works, currently
fixed for 17 April 2019. The church will continue to be open during the
work but, as advised last month, it may be necessary to lock the building
overnight. The PCC apologise for the current muddy state of the path to
the church from the Groton Street gate, consequent on the excavation
work for the new drainage, but it is planned to level and sow these areas
with grass seed in due course.  There will be new path from the porch to
the new toilet.  

16th December :  After a day of dreadful weather we were blessed with
gentle conditions for our Carol Service . The Nave was beautifully
decorated with candles, tiny fairy lights , m greenery and in the Chancel
was a wonderfully decorated Christmas tree very kindly donated by
Gordon Kenneth .
A welcome return for the Millwheel Singers who sang a motet from the
back of the Nave which was very atmospheric making use of the amazing
acoustics . After The Welcome and Bidding Prayer , for the third year ,
nine year old William Lowe sang the solo ' Once in Royal David's City '
from the darkened back of the Nave . Our service  had Carols , Bible
Readings and Poems to illustrate the Nativity Story. Everyone went into
the warmth of the Chancel to enjoy mulled wine , mince pies and happy
chatting .
Thank you to everyone who helped to prepare the church, the service , take
part in it and all that is entailed afterwards. A special thank you to The
Millwheel Singers  who are always welcome here. A huge thank you to all
who came to join in our service.
24th December :  Our Crib Service was led by Revd. Gerald Drew  who
enlightened us on the many cribs used in history. We had our special Crib
and three other sets showing the variety just in our church. Thank you to
Revd. Drew and his wife for joining us  and to Nancy Roser for playing
the organ . There is appreciation for all the work done to make the service
special .
30th December :  The Five Villages Service took place at St. Bartholomew
Church Groton ending our year of whorship.

ROTAS FOR FEBRUARY
Sidesman: Mrs Pauline Lamming
Flowers: Mrs Jayne Foster
Cleaning: Mrs Jayne Foster



Photo on the left – shows the trench arch drain (to provide the drainage for the WC and kitchen) before the trench was backfilled.
Photo on the right shows the ground floor of the tower cleared out in preparation for the installation of kitchen units and cupboards. Part of the
rather ugly electrical equipment will be relocated in a new cabinet alongside the WC building; the rest will be moved round the corner put in a
cupboard on the tower wall, out of sight. One of the 1698 lead panels has already been repositioned to enable this. The benefactors’ board has
been moved from the opposite wall of the tower to a new position on the south aisle wall.   DL.

Building Works at Groton



There is a standing joke in our family. We no longer live in a five
bedroom house. Instead we now have a one bedroom abode, with four
walk in wardrobes. And we haven’t moved. Indeed, the fact that we
have lived in this house for the best part of 34 years is part of the
problem. When we had our two boys at home, plus an au pair for part
of the time, things were relatively simple. But it has been just the two
of us for a couple of decades now and, in the material equivalent of
Parkinson’s Law, our possessions have expanded to occupy the
available space.
We need to declutter – desperately. How desperately was brought

home to us when we needed to sort out my mother-in-law’s house
after she moved into a home. Having lived there until her mid-80s for
about the same time as we have lived in our house, her husband
having died two decades previously, the accumulation of possessions
was positively alarming. No cupboard or drawer was empty. Mea
culpa. I really am not in a position to criticise. But it did bring home
to me the enormity of the task of decluttering.
A wise friend of mine once said that if you were not careful, your

possessions would possess you. How true. It is all too easy to end up
with things you do not need simply because they have a sentimental
value, or are fully functional but have been replaced by a newer piece
of kit, or even that there is a feeling that one day they might prove
useful, even if they have no real purpose today. I am guilty of holding
on to things for all of these reasons, coupled with which I have kept
broken items in case they could be mended or provide parts for other
damaged artefacts.
And so, how do you go about clearing your home of the detritus that
has accumulated over the best part of a lifetime? It is not as easy as
you might think in my experience. Clothes can be donated to the
charity shops, it is true. The problem in my household is that my wife
can still get into dresses and suits she bought 40 years ago – and
perhaps they’ll return into fashion, is her argument for retention. I’m
nearly as bad, though perhaps my backward horizon is somewhat
shorter – 20 years or so.
Electrical goods are certainly an issue. I find the British Heart

Foundation in Ipswich accommodating, but few charities accept any
form of electrical appliance these days. Who can blame them, given

current regulations? Furniture should be simple, but isn’t always
straightforward. Friends who recently moved into Sudbury took all
their belongings from their country abode in the mistaken belief that
disposing of surplus furniture in the local town would be easier than
from their country residence. Wrong! Much ended up in the Sandy
Lane dump.
We seem to live in a throw-away society these days. I was cheered,

therefore, to learn of an initiative to make some goods, electrical
mainly it seems, more easily repaired. There are still some places
where repairs can be obtained, but sadly they seem to be a declining
facility amongst our local high streets. Given the pressure the main
streets of towns like Sudbury and Hadleigh are facing, perhaps an
opportunity exists for those prepared to give new life to
malfunctioning cookers, fridges or radios.
As it happens, our freezer gave up its life just before we were due to
embark on one of our prolonged visits to the Algarve. To be fair it
owed us little in terms of the service it had provided. But to relinquish
its duties just a few hours before we were due to hit the road was, at
the very least, unthoughtful. I doubt even a new wave repairer could
have restored our equilibrium in the time allowed. The good news is
that our neighbours came up trumps and we were obliged to cull those
items we were never likely to consume.
Having just replaced a dishwasher that had delivered 36 years of

service, I have come to realise that culling possessions cannot be a
target based upon a future downsizing move, when all your white
goods are miraculously replaced by the latest models. Rather, it needs
to be an ongoing process. There are items that need to go to be
replaced, items that have passed their usefulness and items that you
really don’t have any proper use for anyway. I only hope I can let go
of all of these and regain possession of my five wardrobes.
Brian Tora

Remember
The Box River News can be seen in full colour by downloading
from the internet. 
Just go to http://www.boxfordsuffolk.com/box-river-news and scroll
down to the latest BRN icon. The Newsletter is usually available
about one day after the published press date. 
ed.kench@btinternet.com

Soap Box



Complete the pruning of fruit and ornamental trees, climbers and shrubs.
Wisterias should have last seasons growth cut back to two buds from the
base. Summer flowering varieties of clematis should be cut back to within
a few inches from the old wood. Weather permitting, roses can be pruned
during the later half of the month, delaying the pruning later will result in
the first flush of bloom coming late.
Dormant fuchsias in pots in the greenhouse should have last years

growth cut back to within two or three pairs of buds from the base of the
plant. If they have become pot bound they should be removed from the
pots, have all the compost shaken off the roots and repotted down to size
smaller pot. Another way is to remove the plant from the pot and with a
large sharp knife cut the bottom half of the roots off, fill the bottom half
of the pot with fresh compost and replace the plant.
Complete the digging of the vegetable garden incorporating any manure

or compost available. Newspapers dug in will make a good moisture
holding material, soak them first in liquid manure to provide some
nutritional value. Lift any remaining vegetables like parsnips and leek
and heal them in in a corner of the vegetable garden to allow the ground
to be dug over.

Sowings of brussels sprouts, calabrese, onions, leeks, cabbage and
cauliflower can be sown in an unheated greenhouse to raise plants for
planting out in April.
If you are able to provide heat, then a start can be made with sowings of

half hardy annuals and vegetables such as peppers, aubergines and
tomatoes, but unless you can maintain a temperature of 60%F it is best to
wait until March.
Many plants are attacked in the seedling stage by diseases which affect

them at soil level (damping off) which is caused by various fungi. Best
control is to water compost with chestnut compound at sowing time, and
at two week intervals after germination until the plants are established,
avoid overwatering.
Lilies make splendid pot plants. Plant three bulbs in a six to eight inch
pot, depending on the size of the bulbs, in a mixture of equal parts John
Innes No1 and any peat based compost. Use plenty of good drainage
material in the bottom of the pots. Most lilies are stem rooting so plant

the bulbs deep enough to be covered with three to four inched of compost
so that the stems have some compost to root into. When the buds appear,
raise the temperature of the greenhouse and feed with liquid manure until
the buds open. After flowering the whole pot can be planted in the open
garden where with care they will flower for many years.
Spring is in sight
This month there are signs of the approaching spring, with bulbs
appearing and wildlife waking up as light levels and temperatures
increase. There's plenty to do indoors this month to prepare for the season
ahead. Outdoors, as the garden comes to life again, it's time to prune
shrubs and climbers and  evergreen hedges.
Top 10 jobs this month
1 Prepare vegetable seed beds, and sow some vegetables under cover
2 Chit potato tubers
3 Protect blossom on apricots, nectarines and peaches
4 Net fruit and vegetable crops to keep the birds off
5 Prune winter-flowering shrubs that have finished flowering
6 Divide bulbs such as snowdrops, and plant those that need planting 'in
the green'
7 Prune Wisteria
8 Prune hardy evergreen hedges and renovate overgrown deciduous
hedges
9 Prune conservatory climbers such as bougainvillea
10 Cut back deciduous grasses left uncut over the winter, remove dead
grass from evergreen grasses.
Lawns
Turf can be laid, provided the soil is not too wet or frosty. Work from
planks, to avoid compacting the soil. Do not walk on the newly laid turf
and leave undisturbed for several weeks to allow new roots to establish.
If the weather is warm, you may need to start mow. Set the cutting height
at its maximum, and only mow when the grass is dry.
Re-cut lawn edges to crisp up the appearance of the garden and save

work later in the season.
Prepare seed beds for new lawns to be seeded later in the spring, but only
attempt this if the ground is not too wet.

Gardening in February inspired by the late Harry Buckledee



MINUTES of the MEETING of 
BOXFORD PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 3rd
December 2018 at 7.30 p.m. in Bell House, Stone Street Road,
Boxford. 
At the start of the meeting a minute of silent reflection was held to mark
the sad death of Cllr Cecil Hughes MBE.  
PRESENT: J Fincham-Jacques, M Wooderson, V Strafford, R Balls, D
Hattrell (Clerk), B Hurren (District Cllr), J Finch (County Cllr) and 3
members of the public.       
APOLOGIES: A Sargeant
COOPTION OF MEMBERS: Hugh Phillips and Phil Wallis were
invited to join the Parish Council.  They duly accepted and signed the
Declaration of Acceptance forms.  They both participated in the Meeting
following their formal co-options.    
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY COUNCILLORS: Nothing was
declared.   
MINUTES OF 5th NOVEMBER 2018: Accepted as correct.     
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: Nothing was raised.  
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Topics raised included long
standing drainage issues from both School Hill and Sand Hill.  County
Cllr J Finch agreed to take this forward.  Concern was expressed that a
car is being driven along the footpath stretch of the Croft.  The Church
Warden offered to assist in gaining permission from the Church for some
tree work where some branches of the sycamore are over 4 inches in
diameter.  It was confirmed that  the deadline to challenge the Appeal
decision at Goodlands was approaching.  There was questions about the
approaches to the Village regarding potential new developments.   The
Parish Council have been seeking information at every opportunity
offered.  They will not give formal views though until the Planning Stage
on each proposal.  However, they made it clear to Hopkins Homes that
safe access to the centre of the Village would be essential as safety cannot
be compromised.  Hopkins Homes have been working with a land owner
to try to secure land for a walkway.  Catesby Estates who are hoping to
establish planning for housing accessed from Station Field have stated
they are keen to work with the Village as the Neighbourhood Plan
develops.  The Trustees of land adjoining Stone Street Road are keen to
establish some housing and a potential Village Car Park.        
REVIEW OF ITEMS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC: Everything had
been fully discussed during the Public Section.  
COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT: County Cllr James Finch attended and
the Sudbury by-pass was not being taken forward and junction
improvements were being considered.  The Most Active Community
Award winners were announced.  Support to Suffolk Communities to be
more energy efficient has been praised.  Construction of a building for
Suffolk archives is underway in Ipswich.  Publicity is on Suffolk Fire and
Rescue vehicles encouraging recruitment.  Local Health and Care are
working in a more coordinated way in Suffolk and North Essex.  Their
newsletter keeps people informed.   On local matters, J Finch was
working to progress the Cox Hill weight restriction and was committing
Locality Funds towards the cost.  
DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT: District Cllr Bryn Hurren attended
and confirmed that Landex are within the period where they can bring a
challenge to the Appeal Decision to maintain the Refusal to Grant
Planning Permission for further development at Goodlands.  Babergh feel
confident regarding the question of future land supply.  They are working
on budget currently and it is likely an increase in Council tax will be
necessary.  B Hurren continues to monitor the work at the old Homefield
flats as after delays he has concerns about the standard of work.  The
Bottlebank will be re-located to the Playing Field, the Village Hall have
pulled out.  B Hurren had provided the Parish Council with information
between meetings regarding the ownership and responsibilities at the
Croft.  
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: The Surveys had been delivered with the
assistance of Volunteers.  Members took the opportunity to thank V
Strafford for all his hard work in this respect. 
CORRESPONDENCE: The correspondence report had been circulated
ahead of the meeting and members had noted the on-going progress of
each item.  It was agreed to ask for the Street Lights to stay on all night
on Christmas Eve and New Years Eve as in previous years.  
BOTTLEBANK: This was discussed under the District Council Report.   
FINANCE:    The Bank balances as at 3rd December 2018 were

£37295.82 in the Community Account, £13364.04 in the Deposit
Account and £48473.71 in the Reserve Account making a total of
£99133.57.     
Donation towards Church Insurance Costs was proposed at £1750 by R
Balls, seconded by V Strafford and unanimously carried.
A quotation for Churchyard tree work was discussed and it was agreed to
get an alternative quote.  Meanwhile it was agreed to take up the offer by
the Church Warden to seek permission from the Church for the work to
be carried out - Action Clerk.  P Wallis suggested a Tree Surgeon who
may wish to quote.  Details were to be provided to the Clerk - Action P
Wallis.   
It was agreed for R Balls to proceed with his suggestion in respect of
Village Grit Provision and once costs are known, it was agreed for the
Clerk to reimburse R Balls between meetings - Action R Balls and Clerk.  
External Audit Report had been received and all had been approved. 
Budget and Precept 2019/20 was discussed and R Balls proposed a 1%
increase in the Precept to residents for next year giving a Precept of
£38020.  This was seconded by the Chairman and unanimously carried.
Members thanked the Clerk for her hard work in preparing the Accounts
and Budget figures.     
CEMETERY: It was agreed to pass the Memorial Tree application for
the Churchyard to the Church for consideration via the Church Warden
and to inform the family accordingly - Action Clerk.   The Additional
Inscription application was duly approved - Action Clerk to respond to
the applicant.  Churchyard Wall had been hit by vehicles again.  It was
agreed to raise a further report on-line and also to forward references to
the contact at County Highways to push for the requested meeting to
consider protection to the wall ahead of maintenance - Action Clerk.  
REPORTS AND QUESTIONS FROM CHAIRMAN AND
MEMBERS: It was agreed to include an Agenda item for January
regarding the Street Cleaning Priorities and to circulate the Contract
again to members - Action Clerk.  The War Memorial requires a clean and
it was agreed to consider between meetings.  
Meeting closed at 10.05 p.m.  

Planning Meeting Held by Boxford Parish Council at Bell House,
Boxford on Monday 3rd December 2018
The following Decisions were advised from the Planning Authorities: - 
A) Kingsbury House, 29 Swan Street - Condition 4 Fenestration had been
approved.   
B) Melody House, 26 Cox Hill, Boxford  - Planning Permission had been
granted for two storey front extension and alterations.  
C) Chequers, 7 Church Street  - Condition 3 - Materials and 5 - Roof
Details had been approved.      
D) Old School House, School Hill  - Erection of cartlodge, summerhouse
and brick piers to entrance driveway.  Planning Permission had been
Granted. 
E)  Chequers, 7 Church Street  - Planning and Listed Building Consent
for porch and conversion of outbuilding - Permission had been Granted
F) 9 Broad Street  - Work can proceed to reduce trees in rear garden by
up to 25-30%and prune back 2 hazel trees to previous pruning points.     
The following were discussed: - 
1) Clayfields Farm, Hadleigh Road - DC/18/04875 - Erection of single
storey dwelling to serve agricultural business.    There were No
Objections.  
2) Green Lawns Bonsai Nursery, Hadleigh Road - Erection of 4 detached
dwellings.  The following response was agreed: - 
The land was previously used as a Bonsai Nursery which provided a
service/facility/potential employment for the Village.  
Boxford Parish Council objects to  this application as it stands as there is
no evidence that alternative and appropriate business uses have been
explored and exhausted.  Further this Council is not satisfied that the type
of housing outlined meet the needs of the Village.  The Village has
embarked on a Neighbourhood Plan and further information is
anticipated.   
3) Other Planning matters - The Various information meetings were
discussed during the public section of the meeting.     



This month we will recount
in some detail the lives of
the last three men of our
villages, who we have yet
to meet, and who died as a
result of the War in the
service of their Country.
Two were brothers from
Edwardstone and the other
was a young man whose
name appears on the
Newton war memorial and
yet who quite possibly

never set foot in the village.
Our two brothers were Private Frederick John Griggs, 18963, 7th
Battalion Suffolk Regiment, who died on 9th July 1917 and Gunner
Sidney Arthur Griggs, 22116, 27th Brigade Royal Field Artillery, who
died on 25th February 1919. Frederick was not included in the
remembrances at the time of the centenary of his death because the original
information I relied on to identify him proved to be inaccurate.
Sidney and Frederick were two of the sons of John Peach Griggs and

Elizabeth, neé Andrews. John Griggs was born in Edwardstone in 1855, his
family being traceable in that village as farm labourers for several decades.
His unusual middle name would appear to come from his grandfather, who
is listed in the census returns as Peachy Griggs. Elizabeth was born in
Cockfield in 1863 to a family of farm workers, which was similarly deeply
rooted in her home village. John and Elizabeth married on November 6th
1881 in Edwardstone church. During his married life John worked on the
land, but the 1871 Census finds him aged 16 working as a shoemaker.
Sidney, the first child of the marriage, was born in 1882 and was baptised

in the church in Edwardstone on 26th November the same year and
Frederick, the third child, was born seven years later and baptised on 15th
September 1889. By 1901 the two brothers had three more brothers and
three sisters and the family were living at Flushing Farm, Round Maple,
Edwardstone, though at the time it is was known simply as The Flushing.
Five years later, on 4th July 1906, John Peach Griggs died at home after an
illness lasting 14 days. A post mortem revealed that he had an abscess on a
kidney arising from a kidney stone. He must have endured much pain in
those last two weeks. Elizabeth was left a widow with three children under
10. However, on 23rd December 1909 she married a Walter Whymark, a
widower aged 60, who is listed in the 1911 Census as a small holder living
at Mill Green. Walter was born in Lindsey in 1849 to Zacharia and Emma.
I cannot be sure when Walter died, but in 1939 Elizabeth is listed as a
widow again still living in Mill Green with her youngest son, James, who
is described as incapacitated. It would seem she died ten years later in 1949.
Returning to our soldiers, in the absence of any attestation papers for them,
we would only know as much about their military service as the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) records could tell us,
which would be little more than the date and place of death and the place
of burial or commemoration. However, for both Sydney and Frederick
attestation papers survive in the National Archive. This itself is unusual,
given the loss of nearly two-thirds of the Great War files through enemy
action in the Second World War, but what is remarkable is that each of these
young men enlisted more than once; Sydney twice and Frederick three
times and possibly four if we count a spell in the militia. This needs some
explanation and I will begin with Sydney who enlisted first although he
died two years after his brother.
On Sunday 24th October at Bury St Edmunds, an eighteen year old farm

labourer with a fresh complexion, hazel eyes and dark brown hair signed up
to twelve years in the Suffolk Regiment to serve in the Dragoon Guards (a
branch of the cavalry corps). He stood 5ft 8in tall and weighed 128lbs. This
was Sydney Arthur, although, and this is significant later on, he only used
his first name in all of the entries in his attestation. The following day he
passed the medical examination and was duly accepted into the Corps of
Dragoons on 31st October as Private 5399.
However, barely six months later, on 10th May 1900, Sydney was
discharged from the army “having been found medically unfit for further
service”. By then he was serving in the 1st Battalion Suffolk Regiment, and
so had transferred from the cavalry to the infantry at some point in his short
period of service. The form of discharge does not elaborate on what made
him medically unfit, but it does tell us that during his service his conduct
was very good. This, as we will see, is in stark contrast to his brother. I think
it is safe to assume that this must have been a disappointment to Sydney,
having made the choice to join the regular army and leave the daily round
of a farm labourer’s lot behind. He did not return to live at home and in
April 1901 he was boarding with the Chaplin family at Corner Farm, Brent
Eleigh working as a farm labourer again.
By the time of the 1911 Census Sydney, still a single man, was working for
the General Post Office as a mail cart driver and was living in Ellis Street,
Boxford, although then the Street lay in the parish of Hadleigh Hamlet. On
the Census return he is described as the head of the household and living

under the same roof was a boarder, Thomas Skinner, who was similarly
employed and, on the night of the Census, there was also a visitor, Reginald
Francis, who was employed as a general labourer to a carrier. Perhaps these
premises were in some way associated with the Post Office as tied
accommodation.
Thereafter, in our knowledge of Sydney, there is an eight year gap and it is
not until his death in 1919 that he enters any extant records available to me.
The CWGC data tells me that he is buried in Edwardstone Churchyard. His
headstone can be seen off to the left as you round the south east corner of
the chancel on the path to the south porch. The Commission also reveals
that he was serving as Gunner Arthur Griggs, 22116, 27th Brigade Royal
Field Artillery. Thus, we know that Sydney Arthur re-enlisted into the army,
probably after the outbreak of the War, but unfortunately his second
attestation papers do not exist, so we will never know when and where he
joined up. However, it is, to me, significant that he used his middle name
on the occasion of his second enlistment.
Army Form B.265 was the standard Short Service Attestation document

used by the army at the time of the War. Short Service meant a total of 12
years service, normally split between 7 years ‘with the Colours’, that is
actively serving in a regiment, and 5 years in the Reserve. Questions 10 and
11 require the recruit to state whether they are currently serving in a branch
of the armed forces or have done so in the past. To reinforce these answers
Question 12 asks “Have you truly stated the whole, if any, of your previous
service?” and Question 13 asks if the recruit has ever been rejected as unfit
for service and, if so, on what grounds. The Attestation is made under oath,
in the presence of a magistrate.
For Sydney to enlist into the Royal Field Artillery and serve in the War, he

would have had to answer all these questions and it is likely that, had he
revealed his former service and discharge, he would have been rejected. I
think this is the most likely reason he chose to enlist and serve under his
middle name and thus make it less likely his patriotic subterfuge would be
uncovered.
As for Sydney’s experience of the War, we have no specific information.

His brigade, the 27th, was attached to the 5th Division, which was part of
the original British Expeditionary Force despatched at the very outbreak of
War to Flanders. It remained on the Western Front until the autumn of 1917,
when it was briefly posted to Italy, but then recalled to France to support
the counterattack to the German offensive of spring 1918. As such there
was not a single major allied offensive in which it did not take part. But, in
the absence of knowing when he enlisted, we cannot determine how much
of these four long years of battle Sydney endured.
However, we can infer something of what his brigade encountered from the
circumstances of his death two months after the Armistice. The informant
to the registrar recorded on his death certificate was the Matron of the
V.A.D. Hospital in Bridlington, which is where he died, aged 36, having
been discharged from service. V.A.D. stands for Voluntary Aid Detachment,
which was a scheme put into place in 1909 to recruit volunteers to provide
nursing support to the military. Most of the recruitment was done through
the British Red Cross and the Order of St. John. Two thirds of the staff were
women, mostly from the middle and upper classes, who were keen to be
able to contribute to the war effort. At the outbreak of the war there were
2,500 Detachments comprising 74,000 members. Initially there was much
resistance to these untrained volunteers within the established medical units
in the army, but as the numbers of casualties arising from the War increased,
so the value of the V.A.D. units came to be recognised. Across the country
many auxiliary hospitals were established, often in stately homes, and these
were staffed almost entirely by the V.A.D, hence the description on
Sydney’s death certificate. The Bridlington hospital was formally known as
V.A.D. Auxiliary Hospital Forrester’s Orphanage. The building is still there
and is now a substantial care home. Most of these hospitals provided
treatment, rehabilitation and convalescent support to servicemen injured
abroad.
This is precisely the sort of care that Sydney must have been receiving on

the coast of East Yorkshire, but it is the cause of death which is most telling.
There are two causes, ulcerative endocarditis and pulmonary oedema.
Endocarditis is an infection of the inner tissues of the heart and pulmonary
oedema describes the filling of the lungs with fluid. Normally the oedema
follows the endocarditis, but when the lungs are severely damaged and fluid
is trapped in the tiny spaces where the oxygen is transferred to the blood
and the carbon dioxide released from it as one breathes, I understand that
endocarditis can occur as a consequence. It is difficult to avoid the
conclusion that Sydney was probably gassed on the front line by inhaling
chlorine gas or one of the more awful variants that were generally termed
mustard gas. Severe gassing was usually fatal because the victims
effectively drowned as their lungs filled with fluid in reaction to the
damaged tissues. For Sydney, if my assumptions are correct, he received
enough gas to cause permanent damage, but not enough to kill him
straightaway, hence he would have been evacuated and returned to England
for treatment. Just when he was injured and thus how long he survived
remains unknown. Whatever the case, this was a cruel fate for a man who
probably lied to enable him to re-enlist and serve his country. Spare his poor
damaged body a thought as you walk in Edwardstone Churchyard and read
his mother’s words on his headstone; ‘Death divides but memory clings’
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By the time Elizabeth had buried her eldest child and seen to the
inscription on his headstone, she had already had to face the loss of her
third child, Frederick John, some eighteen months earlier in 1917. If
Sydney’s path to his fate was less than straightforward, Frederick’s was
even more so. From the two sets of attestations papers that survive for
Frederick, it is apparent he was a troubled and wayward young man
perhaps engendered by the loss of his father when he was still only 16
years old. Just what his reputation was in the village before he enlisted for
the first time can only be guessed at, but his behaviour in His Majesty’s
Service gives us some clues.
Just reading the attestation itself everything seems very normal. He was a

man of 20 years and nine months old, with a fresh complexion, brown hair
and eyes and he stood 5ft 9in tall weighing 143lbs. He had a birth mark on
his left eyebrow and he was a farm labourer by calling. He presented
himself for enlistment on 9th December 1908 at Colchester and was duly
accepted into the ranks as Gunner, 53863, of the Royal Regiment of
Artillery, Royal Field and Royal Horse Artillery on 14th December.
Interestingly he states that he has previously served in the army, and the
difficult to read notes beside the questions on the form indicate that this
was in the Special Reserve of the 3rd Battalion Suffolk Regiment, which I
would interpret as him having joined a voluntary militia. His summary
military service record shows that he spent almost a year in England before
being posted to India on 1st December 1909 and then he returned from
India on 18th November 1911.
It is on reading the detailed record of service sheet that it becomes obvious
all was not well. 10 days after enlisting he is reported as absent without
leave on Christmas Day 1908. For a while after that  all seems well again
until he arrives in India. There then follows a series of misdemeanours of
being absent without leave and being tried in detention twice in May 1909,
twice in June and again in July and then once in August. At some point in
his service abroad it would appear that the army had had enough and he
was returned home and discharged for misconduct on 21st November.
Pencilled on to this record sheet is a tantalising note which states
‘Apprehended by C Powers (Civil Powers?) Committed for trial 19-7-12
see Police correspondence inside”. Regrettably, that correspondence is
missing.
I am at a loss to explain as to why the civil police should communicate

with the military about Frederick nor why the army should have an interest
in a man they have formally discharged, unless the police were seeking
some sort of character assessment prior to his trial. We shall probably never
know although if the civil trial records exist then more could, no doubt, be
learnt from that source.
This should have been the end of Frederick’s army career, but three years

after being discharged for misconduct he is to be found enlisting again but
this time as Private 3/15888, 3rd Battalion East Yorkshire Regiment. The
attestation papers relevant to this spell of service are very heavily damaged
and clearly affected by both fire and water and thus are quite difficult to
read and follow. However, we know from them that he was accepted into
the Regiment on 20th November 1914 in Leeds, and, although he uses his
full name as before, he quite clearly states that he has never served in the
armed forced before and answers yes to the question that asks “Have you
truly stated the whole, if any, of your previous service?”. I can only assume
he travelled to Yorkshire to enlist to ensure that his previous ignominious
discharge is unlikely to be revealed. It is clear he was not living in
Yorkshire because he gives his home address as Edwardstone. Whatever
his faults Frederick was absolutely determined to serve his country in times
of war.
All the same the previous pattern of misbehaviour is repeated and his

service record shows that he attested on 20th November 1914, was
mobilised on 21st November 1914, posted on 27th November 1914 and
deserted on 17th January 1915. In the space of less than two months he is
reported for being absent without leave three times, being drunk in the
billet at 2.30pm, obtaining intoxicating liquor during prohibited hours and
reporting sick without a cause. When he is tried in his absence not only is
he charged with being absent but he is also declared deficient in his entire
army kit, so it would seem he absconded with his uniform, shoes,
greatcoat, and all the small articles such as a razor, knife, fork and spoon,
etc. issued to him on enlistment. What happened to Frederick then we shall
probably never know, but incredibly he must have managed to enlist again,
this time as plain John Griggs presumably to conceal his past, and served
on the Western Front as Private 18963, 7th Battalion Suffolk Regiment for
it was in this theatre of the War that he met his death in July 1917. If ever
a man was driven to fight for his King and Country, surely it must be
Frederick John Griggs.
There are no papers relating to Frederick’s third term of army service so

we do not know when he entered the War, but we can tell from his
Battalion where he met his death. The 7th Suffolks formed part of the 35th
Brigade attached to the 12th (Eastern) Division. In the spring of 1917 this
Division played a major part in the Arras Offensive, which aimed to
capture an arc of high ground to the east of Arras itself. One of the key
points was the village of Monchy-le-Preux, which lies a few miles just
south of east of the town. It is on relatively high ground and was

strategically important thereby. The village was reached as early as the
11th April. The 12th (Eastern) Division was given the task of holding the
line at this point from May until September. During this time the village
was the subject of many raids and skirmishes as the German forces
attempted to recover the lost ground. The ground was badly broken up by
shellfire and the trench system was frequently damaged, which exposed the
troops to lethal fire from the German trenches a short distance away. It was
in this context that Frederick’s life came to an end. He was a little short of
his 28th birthday. Frederick is buried in the Monchy British Cemetery,
which was started as soon as the village was secured and remained a
battlefield cemetery associated very much with the Divisions tasked with
holding that part of the Front Line. Frederick lies in the company of 581
other allied soldiers who died in this area, 58 of whom remain unidentified
to this day.
Our final soldier to be remembered in these articles is George Edward
Peggs. George’s story is as unlikely as those of our two brothers from
Edwardstone. As I said in the opening paragraph, there is nothing to
suggest that George ever visited Newton and he certainly was not born or
baptised there, and yet his name is on the war memorial on the Green.
However, his family has its roots in the village as we shall see.
For much of the nineteenth century in Newton, Peggs was a very common
surname. Between 1817 and 1895 there were no fewer than 54 children
baptised with that surname in All Saints Church. In the 1841 Census there
are five separate families of Peggs listed, all located at Brooks Farm on the
main road. It is possible that all the heads of the families were brothers with
birth years ranging from 1786 through to 1821. These families were
present in the 1851 and 1861 Censuses, though now listed as living in
Rectory Road. It almost goes without saying that all the menfolk were
agricultural labourers. In the later Censuses it is possible to identify several
of the sons of these families marrying and settling in the village. However,
by 1911 there is just one family bearing the name of Peggs remaining in
Newton. Of course, it is likely that many of the daughters of the families
were still living there but, having married and taken their husbands’ names,
they are not so easily identifiable. Equally, it is also possible that many of
the sons had taken work in neighbouring villages but the difference
between the 1841 and the 1911 Censuses is quite remarkable.

George’s grandfather, Arthur Peggs, son of John Peggs and Hannah
Siggers (another common surname in the village at the time) was one
young villager who moved further afield. In 1861 he was still to be found
in Newton, but in 1868 he married Emma Mayes in Lambeth, South
London. Emma came from Bedfordshire and was presumably in service
somewhere in the area. Arthur and Emma remained in the Lambeth area for
the rest of their lives and it was hereabouts that George’s father, Henry
John Arthur, was born in 1871. When Arthur was first in London, he was a
labourer, but quite soon is listed as a stationary engine driver working in
the newspaper industry, presumably tending the powerplants for the
printing presses. Clearly his mechanical abilities were passed on to his
sons, because three of them came to be working on printing machines as
fitters or apprentices and Henry trained as an engineer. 
I cannot trace Henry in the 1891 Census, but in the last quarter of that year

he married Sarah Altheria Hurst, the daughter of a butcher with a business
in Newton. From this we can deduce that the Peggs of Lambeth kept
closely in touch with their home village. From the earliest days of Henry’s
and Sarah’s marriage his engineering skills kept the family on the move. In
1894 he is listed in a trade directory in Dublin and it was there on 7th April
1896, at 1 St Brigid’s Road, that George Edward, their third child, was
born. By then the family were sufficiently well off to be employing
domestic servants. 1901 finds them at 16 Lauriston Gardens, Edinburgh,
1903 back in London at Camberwell and by 1911 the family is at 88
Arkwright Street, Bolton in Lancashire, and George was a plumber’s
apprentice. Henry was absent on the night of that Census and does not
appear to have been in the Country. This presages the family’s next move
which was to South Africa on board the Dover Castle, which slipped out of
the Solent on 28th November 1913 bound for Cape Town. By then there
were seven children, including George, though two more had been lost in
infancy. Despite all these moves, Henry and Sarah never forgot Newton. It
is telling that two of their other sons, who were also born in Dublin, were
baptised in All Saint’s Church, Newton.
Thus, we know that in the eight months before the outbreak of the War in

Europe, George was living in Cape Town and it was to be that War which
caused him to make the long journey back to the northern hemisphere.
After that record of his departure from Southampton there is a long hiatus
in our knowledge of his life, which is only closed by the notice of his death
in Richmond, South London on 6th April 1919 as Private G.E. Peggs,
1917, 1st Regiment South African Infantry.
Despite the strong affiliation of the Boers in South Africa to Germany, the
Government of the Union of South Africa took the country, as a British
colony, into the War against Germany in August 1914. Whilst the Union
had a relatively small armed Union Defence Force, this was prevented by
law from fighting outside the Country. A new Act in early 1915 allowed for
the establishment of a military force which was able to go beyond the
territorial borders. Part of this new army was the South African Infantry



Brigade, which was raised over a period of six months and the 1st
Regiment was recruited from the Cape area in March or April. It is very
likely that George enlisted at this time or, perhaps, later on as the War took
its toll and further recruits were needed, though there is no available
documentary evidence in either case. The brigade embarked for Europe in
late August 1915 and arrived in England for training in mid October.
Initially it was proposed that they be moved straight to the Western Front,
but changes of plan saw them shipped to Egypt landing in January 1916.
The Brigade saw action there, but then was recalled to France arriving in
April 1916.
The Brigade came under the command of the 9th Scottish Division and

was engaged in the opening of the Somme Offensive in July. On the 14th
July the Brigade was ordered to hold the strategic Delville Wood. This they
did, but of the 3153 officers and men who had entered the wood only some
750 came to muster on being relieved four days later. Through 1917 the
South African forces, which had been resupplied with new recruits, fought
in the Battle of Arras in the spring and the Third Battle of Ypres,
Passchendaele, in the late summer and autumn. The spring of 1918 found
them established on the front line near the village of Villers Guislan about
35 kilometres south east of Arras. This placed them exactly at the point
where General Ludendorff opened the first part of the German spring
offensive on 21st March 1918. The Brigade fought tenaciously to hold
Gauche Wood nearby but had to make a fighting retreat to Marrieres Wood
near the village of Bouchavesnes some distance to the west. Here from the
24th March they held the line for several days.
I have given very specific dates for the action in March 1918 because we

know to the day when George was wounded, which I am assuming led to
his evacuation to the South African Military Hospital located just inside the
Cambrian Gate on the western side of Richmond Park in London. His death
certificate identifies one of the causes of his death as “Gun shot wound
(shell) of back” and then states “One year 11 days”. That gives us a date of
26th March 1918, so George was almost certainly engaged in the rearguard
action at Marrieres Wood. The other cause of death on George’s Certificate
is “Streptococcal Meningitis” which he had suffered from for 11 days. This
was clearly the immediate cause of death, but the injuries received in battle
must have left him significantly weakened.
The South African military Hospital was opened in June 1916 having been
funded by an influential group of South Africans living in London, who
wanted to provide a place for treatment and convalescence for their fellow
countrymen injured in the War. It was built as series of interlinked colonial
bungalows and its wards and corridors were named after places in South
Africa. It was staffed by the medical officers and men of the General
Hospital which formed part of the South African Infantry Brigade. It was
closed in 1921 and there is now no trace of it save an area of uneven
ground.
Just when George was admitted to the hospital we do not know, but it does
seem that his brother, Walter, was in the country at the time of his death
because it was Walter who registered the death only eight days after the
event, which is insufficient time to reach England from South Africa by sea.
Perhaps it was also Walter who arranged for the funeral and his burial in
Nunhead All Saints Cemetery in Southwark in London. Nunhead was
opened in 1840 by the London Cemetery Company as one of the first
privately run cemeteries in London. It survived many vicissitudes,
including being bombed in the Second World War, but in 1969, after being
taken over by the United Cemetery Company it was closed and left
unsecured and uncared for. For more than two decades it suffered terrible
vandalism and wanton destruction but is now owned by Southwark Council
and manged by the Friends of Nunhead Cemetery. Faced with the ongoing
desecration of the site the CWGC had to abandon many of the original
headstones of service personnel, which they had erected, and eventually
created a new screen wall near the entrance commemorating those buried
within the site’s 50 acres whose graves were lost. George was originally
buried in Plot 25, grave 33496, which I presume is where he still lies,
though it is likely to be unidentifiable, but his memorial is on the screen
wall. There are 35 of his fellow countrymen among the 592 commonwealth
burials from the First World War in the cemetery. 
George died one day before his twenty-third birthday but in that short life

he had travelled well over 17,000 miles and ended his days but five miles
from where his father was born and not much more than forty miles from
the home village of his mother and grandfather. Should you look on the War
Memorial on Newton Green, when you catch sight of his name, reflect on
this long story that caused a soldier to be commemorated in a village he
probably never knew.
Sydney and Frederick will be remembered at the 9:30 service of Morning

Worship at the church of St Mary the Virgin, Edwardstone on Sunday
February 17th. George will be remembered at the 11:00 service of Holy
Communion at All Saints Church, Newton on Sunday 24th February.
Next month will be my last article in this series. In it I will attempt to

gather together some facts and figures and include some further
information about one or two of our soldiers that has come to light since I
started this odyssey more than three years ago.
Rufus Sweetman Reepham, Norfolk





Readers Letters
Sir
I too, like Brian Tora (BRN December), am disappointed at the inability
at present of the recycling sorting systems to identify black plastic
correctly. I am sure, though, that this limitation will be overcome
eventually. However, I would like to reassure him and all your readers
that in Suffolk it does not go to landfill: anything that cannot be
recycled is incinerated along with the black bin contents in the Energy
From Waste plant to generate electricity. Not ideal I know because there
is no reuse, but still much better than landfill.
Yours sincerely
Cllr John Ward Leader, Babergh District Council

Sir
I wanted to say how interesting The December Letter "ADVENT" by
Margaret Lowe was. It really inspired me. The photo shows my attempt
of The Advent Wreath positioned in Brent Eleigh Church. It was used in
each of the five churches in the benefice, culminating with the
central white candle being lit at Christmas.

Sheila Morley

Dear friends
Just a little note to thank the many kind people from the benefice who
sent Rufus and me a Christmas card with very kind greetings and
messages. Every card was cherished and I thought about you as I put
up, and later took
down, your card. I hope
you will forgive me for
not sending individual
Christmas cards - my
list is already
dauntingly long! - but I
hope to phone some of
you over the coming
weeks. Meanwhile
Rufus and I send you
our heartfelt best
wishes for a healthy
and happy 2019 and look forward to welcoming those of you intrepid
enough to brave the wilds of north Norfolk! 
With love and God bless. 
Rev’d Judith.
Sir
I organised a BBC Children in Need Countryfile FUN Ramble for
children in the UK, and Lyme Disease Awareness day on November
24th. It was a great success and I was amazed to have raised £1,725.
I would like to thank all those who came and walked, and all those who
could not make that date, but still donated.
It was a fun day and I am truly greatful to the local shops, cafe, and to
everyone who made cakes, donated walnuts, and to all my helpers,
whom without their help and support, it would not have been such a
success.
Many thanks
Margaret Seward 

Please contact Daphne Clark for bookings and enquiries..

01787 210698, Mob: 07896414587 email:
daphne.clark@btopenworld.com

NEWTON VILLAGE HALL
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

FOR
WEDDING RECEPTIONS
PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

IDEAL FOR CHILDRENʼS PARTYS ETC.
Fitted Kitchen • China & Cutlery
Separate Function Room facility

Good parking with level access  Comfortable furniture
To book and for further information
Contact Alan Vince on 01787 373963

BOXFORD VILLAGE HALL
AVAILABLE TO HIRE

FOR
WEDDING RECEPTIONS
PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
PARTIES OR MEETINGS
FULLY LICENSED

BAR NOW AVAILABLE

To book or for further information
Please contact Veronica Hobbs 01787 211529



Box River Benefice, Directory of Clubs & Organisations
Boxford Clubs & Organisations
1st Boxford Beaver Scouts Diana Taylor 210239
1st Boxford Brownies Moira Grant 211513
1st Boxford Cub Scouts Neil Barkham 211916
1st Boxford Explorer Scouts Adrian Gooderham 211805
1st Boxford Guides Janice MacMillan 210565
1st Boxford Rainbows Janice MacMillan 210565
1st Boxford Scout Group Richard Gates 210432 
1st Boxford Scouts Mark Miller 211596
Vulpine Explorer Scout Unit Denzil Smith 210020 
3 Parishes Response Michael Norman 210229    
Bellringers Richard Gates 210432 
Boxford Bible Study Group 211077
Boxford Bike Club Matthew Shinn 211296
Boxford Bowls Club Les Clark 210698
Boxford Bounty Mark Miller 211596
Boxford Car Community Scheme Sue Green 210603
Boxford Carpet Bowls Brian Porter 210581
Boxford Community Council Ward Baker 210129
Boxford Conservative Assoc Peter Patrick 210346 
Boxford Drama Group Janice Macmillan 210565
Boxford Gardens Open Sara Mattocks 07484 759292
Boxford Gardening Society  Elizabeth Wagener 210223
Boxford Over 60s Club Shirley Watling 210024
Boxford Playing Fields David Burden 211926
Boxford Rovers Football Club Melvyn Eke 01473 602846
Boxford School Justine Davies 210332 
Boxford Society Tina Loose 210538
Boxford Spinney Gordon Edgar 378983
Sunflower Child Care Moira Grant 211513 
Box River Lectures Simon & Jo Marchant 210149 
Boxford Tennis Club Yvonne Woodfield 210151 
Boxford and Groton United Charities Guy Godfray (Clerk) 211378
Boxford Village Hall Bookings Veronica Hobbs 211529 
Boxford WI Annie Phillips 211729
Boxford Youth Club Pauls Hoare 211033 
Box River News EddieKench 211507 
Community Police Officer Babergh West 01473 613500
County Councillor James Finch 01206 263649
District Councilior Bryn Hurren 01787 210854 
Edwardstone and Boxford CC Iain Young (01787 210048
Fleece Jazz Club David Gasson 210796 
Friends of Boxford School Talktofobs@gmail.com
Local History Recorder Trudy Wild 210946
Mill Surgery 210558 
Babies and Toddlers Group ‘find us on Facebook
Parish Council Debbie Hattrell 210943
Parochial Church Council (Secretary) Shirley Bloomfield 211181
Poppy Appeal Brian James 210814
Primrose Wood Ian Lindsley 210520 
SESAW Maggie 210888
Sponsored cycle ride Ruth Kingsbury 211236
Gareth Weiland Memorial Fund Ben Woodfield 211922 

Newton Clubs & Organisations
Art Club Carol Langley 323548
Line Dancing Jean Tomkins 377343
Local History Recorder Alan Vince 373963
Newton Fireside Club Wendy Turner 372677
Newton Golf Club 377217
Newton Green Trust Lee Parker 376073
Newton Keep Fit Club
Newton News Views & Coffee Alan Vince 373963
Newton Village Hall Alan Vince 373963
PCC Christine Cornell 370331
Police Liason Officer
Sponsored cycle ride Chris Cornell 370331
Surgeries Boxford Mill 210558

Meadow Lane 310000
Hardwicke House 370011

Siam 370444
War Games Club Brian Lawson 312160

Edwardstone Clubs & Organisations
Edwardstone Millennium Green Trust Claire Mortime210051
Edwardstone Parish Hall booking Secretary Daphne Clark 210698
Edwardstone Parish Hall chairman Daphne Clark 210698
Edwardstone United Charities Les Clark (Clerk) 210698
Edwardstone and Boxford CC Tom Whymark 211375
Local History Recorder Daphne Clark 210698
Parochial Church Council (Secretary) Ineke Morris 210761
Sponsored cycle ride Mrs A Tribe 211526
Edwardstone Parish Council Vacant

Groton Clubs & Organisations
Groton Educational Foundation Anthea Scriven 01787 210263
Groton Parish Council Vacant
Groton Village Hall Bookings Joanna Roberts 210619
Local History Recorder Jeremy Osborne 211960
Sponsored cycle ride Colin Blackmore 211134
Groton Parochial Church Council (secretary) David Lamming 210360
Groton Winthrop Mulberry trust R  Bowdidge 01787-211553
Ltl Waldingfield Clubs & Organisations
Gt Waldingfield WI Linda Lutz 378888
Little Waldingfield History Society Andy Sheppard 247980
Ltl Waldingfield Parish Council Dave Crimmin
Lt Waldingfield Parish Room Sue Sheppard
Little Waldingfield Playingfield Committee (Chair) Charles Miller 249111 
Little Waldingfield Charities Sue Mitchell  247173
Local History Recorder Sue Sheppard 247980

MildenClubs & Organisations
Milden Cricket Club Andrew Simmons 07951 055643
Milden Pavilion and Playingfield    Pearl 01449 741876

Directory of Benefice Web Sites
VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Box River Benefice                       churchnearyou.com/boxford-st-mary
For churches other than Boxford, follow the links under ”Our other churches”
Boxford Web Site boxfordsuffolk.com/
Boxford:   opsboxfordbures.com/
Boxford Bike Club: boxfordbikeclub.co.uk
Boxford Community Council: boxford.me.uk
Boxford Drama Group: boxforddramagroup.com
Boxford Gardening Society: boxfordgardeningsociety.one suffolk.net
Boxford School: boxford.suffolk.dbprimary.com/
Boxford Spinney(Scouts): boxfordspinney.freeserve.co.uk/
Boxford Sunflower: boxfordsunflower.co.uk
Boxford Rovers www.boxfordrovers.co.uk
Boxford Village Hall: boxfordvillagehall.co.uk
Fleece Jazz: dovbear.co.uk/fleece/
Tornado Smith: thewallofdeath.co.uk/Tornado.htm
Edwardstone Cricket Club edwardstonecricketclub.com
Milden Cricket Club www.mildencc.com
DOCTORS
Boxford Mill: hadleighhealth.co.uk/ 
PARISH COUNCILS
Edwardstone Parish Council edwardstonepc.onesuffolk.net/
Newton Parish Council: newton.onesuffolk.net/parish-council/
Little Waldingfield Parish Council: littlewaldingfield.onesuffolk.net/
Groton Parish Council Groton.onesuffolk.net/
PUBS
The Boxford Fleece: boxfordfleece.com/
The  Boxford White Hart whitehartboxford.com
The Groton Fox: thefoxandhounds.webeden.co.uk/
The Edwardstone White Horse: edwardstonewhitehorse.co.uk
Please send details of your organisations web site to
ed.kench@btinternet.com



Services Directory

ALTERATIONS, 
CLOTHING & CURTAINS

Need your curtains shortened 
or relined?

Most clothing alterations possible
No job too small

Local reliable & experienced service.
Call Shirley

for more information and prices

Phone: 01787 211880

BY THE LOAD OR BAG

A D Braithwaite Roofing
Anthony Braithwaite

FlatRoof Specialist
Bolyen House, New Queens Road

Sudbury  CO10 1PJ
07840408510

anthonybrai@hotmail.co.uk
www.adbraithwaite.co.uk

It costs only
£55 a year to advertise

in this space
01787 211507

ed.kench@btinternet.com



Services Directory

W. A.Deacon
Funeral Services

An Independent Family Company
dedicated to your service.
Established over fifty years.

Golden Charter pre-paid arrangements available. 
Private Chapel of Rest

Norman Way, High Street, Lavenham, 
Sudbury CO10 9PY

24-Hour Telephone Service
01787 248282 & 248147

The Local
Self Storage
Company

For all domestic and
business needs
See website for details

www.boxstore.co.uk
or phone 01787 210350

David Folkard
BLOCKBUSTERS
Drain Clearance

Sinks, Toilets, Drains
Sewers etc.

Hadleigh  01473 827426

BBOOXXSSTTOORREE

S. J. HURRELL
PLUMBING &
HEATING

• Bathroom Design & Installation
• Gas & Oil Central Heating Systems
• Kitchen Supply & Installation

Telephone: 01787 249081 Mobile: 07970 163084

Bradshaw Trenching Ltd
Trenching & Groundwork Contractors 

Drainage Fencing
Water mains Manage construction
Irrigation systems Foundations / concreting
Cable ducting Site clearance 

Tel: 01787 210 499 Mob: 07810 801 021
www.bradshawtrenching.co.uk

P.D.Garner
Plastering Services
Telephone: 01206 262207 
Mobile: 07976 246713

13 Elmtree Lane, Leavenheath, Colchester CO6 4UL

A Tennent Electrical
Quality Electrics for Domestic, Commercial

and Industrial properties
Small jobs to complete re-wires

For a free estimate call Adrian on 
01787 211576  Mobile 07968 856765
e.mail adrian.tennent@btinternet.com

1 Church Street, Boxford, Sudbury

N D Rose
Int/Ext Decorating

• Gutters Cleaned/Repaired/Replaced
• Wall/Floor Tiling

• General Building Maintenance
Telephone 01787 211042 

Mobile 07518 040465
3 Fen Street, Boxford, CO10 5HL

We carry out all aspects
of tree works

SUFFOLK TREE SERVICES
www.suffolktreeservices.co.uk

Seasoned Firewood &
Woodchip For Sale

01787 319200
The Gardener

M.D SERVICES
WINDOW CLEANING

Grass/Hedge cutting 
General maintenance 

call Mark
01787 211426 
07803 169647

m.dservices1@yahoo.com

Gary: 07810 801021 Office: 01787 211775
Lee: 07747 804579  e.mail: bcweldingfabrication@gmail.com

Gary & Lee

Hedges and Lawns
Digging, Rotavating &
Overgrowth Clearance

Telephone:
(Boxford)  01787 210254

HOWARD WATTS
Automotive

Sales and Service at
Riddelsdell Bros Ltd (Est 1900)
ELLIS SREET, BOXFORD, CO10 5HH

01787 210318
07836 353537

www.howardwatts.co.uk  info @howardwatts.co.uk

Orwell Removals & Storage
PACKING, MOVING, STORAGE

PIANO MOVES
HOUSE CLEARANCE

SINGLE ITEMS
INTERNAL MOVES
TEL 01206 671681
OR 01473411531



Services Directory

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Purpose made doors, windows,
conservatories, fitted kitchens,

bedroom furniture, etc.
No job too small          M Hearnden
Tel: 01787 248285 / 07850 196891

B P LAMBERT R.S.S.

BLACKSMITH
Makers of Boxford Beacon & Groton Sign

Telephone 01787 210634
Mobile: 07866 596121

EST 1977

Country Cars 
Private Hire

Local and Long Distance
Airports - theatres - Restaurants -

Weddings
Contact: Dave Howard

TTeelleepphhoonnee::   0011220066  226622119966
MMoobbii llee::   0077776677  007766997766

Polstead Based

Darren Howe - Qualified Carpenter & Joiner
All Aspects of Carpentry Undertaken

• Handmade Kitchens & Fitted Wardrobes
• Fitted Kitchens

• Doors Made and Hung
• Floors & Laminates

• Balustrading, Decking and much more
Call me for a free No Obligation Quotation 

on 07795 345466 or email me at
howies@hotmail.co.uk

Fully Qualified and part P Registered
All types of eletrical works undertaken

Nojob too small • Very competative prices

Office Tel: 01787 373558
Ken Mobile: 07702 358802

109 Bures Road • Great Cornard • Suffolk • CO10 0JE

Ken Grime & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors

ROGER MEEKINGS
Plumbing and heating Engineer

Local established tradesman 
with 40 years experience

Tel: 01787 210287

HELPING HANDS
Weeding - Shrub Shaping
Borders - Hedges and Lawns
Re-Planting Pots Etc. 

Contact Daniele, 
Boxford 01787 210254
Pressure Washing

Paths - Patios - Drives

Find us on Facebook

STIRLING
PAINTERS &

DECORATORS
THIS FATHER AND SON TEAM BETWEEN

THEM HAVE 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE
TRADE, WOULD LIKE TO GIVE YOU A FREE
ESTIMATE FOR EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL

REDECORATION OFYOUR PROPERTY
WE DO NOT USE SUB-CONTRACT LABOUR

WE ONLY USE THE BEST MATERIALS
WETREAT YOUR PROPERTY 

AS IF ITWAS OUR OWN
WE ARE PROFESSIONALS

TEL: 01255 688104  MOBILE: 07866 734519

HHaaddlleeiigghh  HHaaiirrlloooomm
7788  ––  8800  HHiigghh  SSttrreeeett,,  HHaaddlleeiigghh

0011447733  882222119911
WWaallkk--iinn  FFaammiillyy  SSaalloonn

Catering to the entire familyʼs hairdressing needs    
*Easy Access  *Family Friendly * Free Wi-Fi *
Comfortable Waiting Area with Toys and TV.

Monday Wednesday & Friday: 9 – 5.30 
Tuesday 9 – 7.00* Thursday 9 – 8.00*

Saturday 8.30 – 4.00

Tea/Coffee and Cakes for the grown ups

9-11.00am      £2.50 per family

Local Piano Teacher
Highly qualified and experienced, 

offers lessons to all ages and abilities
Whether you wish to take grades 

or play your favourite pieces
I can tailor lessons to suit you.

Call Sue on 01787 210913

It costs only
£55 a year to advertise

in this space
01787 211507

ed.kench@btinternet.com

Flowers by Paula
Arrangements for all occasions 

and more.

Boxford 01787 827931/0757 2129672



FFlloowweerrss  FFoorr  
EEvveerryy  OOccccaassiioonn

Jayne Foster
Groton

Telephone: 01787 211360

K.E.Jones & Son
BUILDING SERVICES Ltd. Est 1970
01787 312345 mobile: 07932 618459

Abbey House • Rectory Road • Newton Green
Sudbury • Suffolk • CO10 0QZ

www.jones-builders.co.uk

A family business looking after 
all your property needs!

• New Build
• Extensions
• Specialising in period properties
• Renovations
• General Building
• Refurbishments

Services Directory

CCOOMMMMAANNDD
PPEESSTT  CCOONNTTRROOLL
&&  HHYYGGEENNEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Complete Pest Control service
including Premises Contracts.
12 month Protection from Infestation.

All Pest control work undertaken
• Coverage of East Anglia •

• 24hr Emergency Service • Professional Back-up •
• Quality Control Manager and Field Biologist •

CCOOMMMMAANNDD  PPEESSTT  CCOONNTTRROOLL
Unit 4. College Farm, Church Lane, 

Preston St. Mary, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 9NG
Tel: (01787) 248049  Fax: (01787) 247113

We supply most Pest Control, Timber
Treatment, & Ind Cleaning

Chemicals, Shotgun Cartridges &
Pest Control Equipment

Box Rubbishl

Mobile Skip
Rubbish Clearance

With Labour
Mini Skip Service

Waste Bags
2,3,4 Yard Skips
01787 211289

www.boxrubbishremoval.co.uk

Boxford Lane Joinery
With the benefit of over 35 Years experience.

Specialist Manufacturers and Installers of
Bespoke:
Kitchens

Wardrobes and Household Furniture
Staircases • Architectural Joinery

Windows, Doors and Conservatories.
All finished/Sprayed/Polished 

in House if required.
A full fitting and Carpentry service 

is also available.

Contact: Greg Deeks: 01206 263525 
or mobile: 07977 738649

or Brett Deeks: 01206 626981
or mobile: 07969 524124.

email: boxfordlanejoinery@hotmail.co.uk

C D Lawson
Building & Hard Landscaping

01787 211429   mobile: 07730885019

13 Boxford Lane, Boxford, CO10 5JU
email: lawsondian@btinternet.com

• All Building work • 
• Maintenance •

• Alterations • Extensions • 
• Driveways • Drainage • 
• Patios • Fences etc.•

Professional and Reliable service at
competitive rates

A.H.S
Timber Gardens

Fencing
Landscaping

Garden creations/makeovers
Estate/Woodland management

Tree care
Garden maintenance 

For a free quote or advice 
call Andrew Martin

01787 211671      07786434315

www.ahstimbergardens.co.uk

● Domestic Painting Services
● Garden maintenance and
clearances ● General DIY ●
competitive prices and a

friendly and efficient service
Please contact Richard

07800 657286
rjsmaintenance@outlook.com

RJSPaintingandMaintenance

583828



Services Directory

Frank Matthews
Upholsterer

All Upholstery work
undertaken
Free Estimates

Telephone: 01787 311133

Homefield
Sheds and Shelters

Quality Leisure Buildings
Made to your requirements

Telephone: 01787 211485

Check us out
01787 210007

www.dovebarn.com
We look forward to hearing from you

Water Works
(Darren May & Mark Jochan)

Plumbing & Heating Engineers 
Plumbing emergencies

Bathrooms • Showers • Tiling
Central Heating Systems & Upgrades

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates   Friendly Efficient Service

No Call Out Fee
Phone: 01473 827690, or  01394 410175

Mobile: 07769696958 Mobile 07886389995

M.K 
Carpentry & Building Services

Extensions – Renovations –
Carpentry – Plumbing – Electrics –
Plastering – Tiling
All types of building works undertaken.

Please Contact Mike Kerr:
Tel: 01473 822501  Mob: 07525 160330
E-mail: mkbuilders@hotmail.co.uk

WHITWELL 
SERVICES

Established 1979
Oil Fired Heating Engineer

Service • Maintainance
Installation • Oil Tank
Replacement Service 

24Hour Breakdown Service

Call:
01787 210277 
07956 652264

It costs only
£55 a year to advertise

in this space
01787 211507

ed.kench@btinternet.com

Tree Surgeon Tel: 01787 228341
07515 288736

info@blaketreecare.co.uk
www.blaketreecare.co.uk

Providing excellence in;
Tree Felling  - Canopy Reduction - Hedge
Cutting
Tree Shaping and pruning - Stump Grinding
Pollarding - Emergency Storm Damage
Free Consultation for Small and Large Jobs  
Public Liability Insurance

Blake Tree Care



Services Directory

SHERBOURNE LODGE COTTAGES
Two self-catering cottages former  

stable blocks offer fully equipped 
and well furnished accommodation. 
Each sleeps 2-4 people 

(one can accommodate 6). 
For further details please call: 

01787 210885

Beaumont Cars
LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE TRAVEL

PROMPT AND RELIABLE SERVICE
HADLEIGH BASED

AIRPORT AND FERRY TRANSFERS
RAILWAY STATIONS, HOSPITALS

Call Les
07850 318582

AERIAL VIEW
• TV,FM & DAB aerials 'Freeview, Freesat & Sky

• Motorised satellite Satellite Broadband
• Repairs & upgrades  Extra points and magic eyes

• TV wall mounting
Please call for other services

01787 311057
Make the switch to digital with confidence

Or visit www.aerial-installers.co.uk

Andy Morgan
Painter & Decorator
S.E.P.painters

Tel.: 01787 375824 • Mobile 07748 800701
andy@seppainters.co.uk

For all your interior and exterior decorating ...
...from New Build to Period Properties

Your satisfaction is my speciality!
Detailed information on my website:

www.seppainters.co.uk

H Byham & Son Ltd
Ballingdon Dairy, Sudbury
Deliveries of Dairy Produce and

Goods to Boxford and
Surrounding Villages

Tel: 01787 372526

Suffolk Medical & 
Beauty Clinic

All Beauty Therapy Treatments
Laser Permanent Hair Removal
Anti - Wrinkle Injections
Thread vein treatment
Skin Rejuvenation
Dermal Fillers
Mole and Skin Checks
Dermaroller/Pen
Medical Microdermabrasion

www.suffolkmedicalclinic.co.uk
6 Broad Street. Boxford

01787 211000

MCFHP MAFHP

M; 07515 288736
O; 01787 228341

E; info@blaketreecare.com
Providing excellence in;

Tree Felling  - Canopy Reduction 
Hedge Cutting

Tree Shaping and pruning - Stump Grinding
Pollarding - Emergency Storm Damage

Free Consultation for Small and Large Jobs  
Public Liability Insurance

Jason Folkard
Mob 07901 845793  Email jrfencing@btinternet.com

UPHOLSTERER
FURNITURE RESTORER

Armchairs, Sofas Dining Chairs etc
Fabric book available

No job too small
Phone Alan 07706840060 Boxford

ah7walsh@gmail.com

SANDRA HANSCOMB
DipFH MCFP MAFHP

Qualified Foot Health Professional & Registered Nurse
FOOT CARE SERVICE IN YOUR OWN HOME

Corns,Callus, Fungal and Painful Nails, Nail
Cutting & Filing and care of the diabetic foot.

Phone  for details: Mobile:  07941 127501 
Tel 01787310872 

feetleg stoes@gmail.com 
messages will be returned.

~ Home Tutoring Service ~
Qualified teacher with 10 yearsʼ experience within

KS1/2 available to support and consolidate learning
across the curriculum with after school and weekend

sessions. Focused SATs booster sessions offered
Please contact me to discuss your childʼs

requirements on 07909 555176 
or mrsjofrancis@hotmail.com

£20-25 per hour.  
~ Inspiring, Reliable, dedicated ~

Colne Valley Windows
Your local double glazing company

Windows • Doors • Conservatories, 
Bi-Folding Doors • Soffits • Facias and
Guttering • uPVC and Aluminium • Shop
Fronts • Manual and Automatic Entrances

and much more!!

Transferable 10 Year Insurance
Backed Guarantee
Over 30 Years Experience
Free Quotation
Local Family Run Business

To arrange a free quotation
please call us on 01787 827382
Website: www.colnevalleywindows.co.uk
Email: info@colnevalleywindows.co.uk

Certified Company 36650



Services Directory

• All types of Grasscutting undertaken •
• Commercial and Domestic •
• Contract or otherwise •
• Grounds Maintenance • 

• Hedges • Trees • Fencing • Patios • 
• Drives • Pergodas •

FOR A FREE QUOTE RING MARTIN ON
Tel: 01787 210675  Mobile” 07932 477152

LAWNS FIELDS AND GARDENS
Established 1991

Paul Cooper
CHIMNEY SWEEP
• Solid Fuel  • Wood Burners

• Inglenooks  • Oil - Gas
Bird Guards & Cowls supplied and fitted

(Traditional Sweep for your wedding)
Tel: 01473 787374

Member of the National Association
of Chimney Sweeps & HETAS approved

ONLY OILONLY OIL
OIL BOILER ENGINEERSOIL BOILER ENGINEERS

Why pay more for your servicing, breakdowns &
commissioning?

Call us now for a very competitive quote! 

NO V.A.T.
Tel: 01787 313250
Or 01473 827792

AL
• Choose in the comfort 

of your own home or office
• Free quotes and insurance estimates

• 35 years  ̓flooring experience
• Excellent fitting service

CONTACT LIONEL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
(DAY OR EVENING)

THE ULTIMATE PERSONAL, PROFESSIONAL,
COMPETITIVELY PRICED SERVICE

CARPETS, VINYLS AND WOOD
LIONEL HATCH FLOORS

YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL FLOORING SPECIALIST

TEL: 01787 374163 MOBILE: 07766 026875
EMAIL: lionelhatchfloors@tiscali.co.uk

For all your cleaning and housekeeping
requirements.
I can provide a friendly, reliable and
personalised service with full insurance. 
I am happy to discuss your individual needs 
to suit you.
Tel: 01787 371486 or 07788 563062
Email: joleeks@rocketmail.com

JOANNEʼS HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES

Quality Painting and Decorating

Interior & Exterior, 

Tiling and General Maintenance

Carpentry, General Building work

Alterations and Renovations
www.pjhpropertymaintenance.co.uk

6 HADLEIGH ROAD, BOXFORD, SUDBURY CO10 5JH

TELEPHONE: 01787 212366

AK SMITH
PLASTERING (EST 1986)

CEILINGS, WALLS, FLOORS, 
PLASTERBOARDING.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.
For references soo our website:
www.aksmithplastering.co.uk 
ASSINGTON 01787 212352 

Mobile: 07808027116

SAMʼS K9 Services
Experienced dog walker and trainer, good rate, fully
insured, qualified and have my first aid for dogs.

Not only am I a dog walker but I'm also a qualified dog trainer. I'm
able to help with a wide range of behavioural and training issues.
My methods of training are up to date and force free. whether you

need help as a first time puppy owner, or your dog is showing signs
of aggression or you need help with training problems such as 

lead pulling 
please call me on 07939563282.

RRDDPP
PPRROOPPEERRTTYY  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Plumbing & Heating
Painting  & Decorating

General Repairs 
& Maintenance

Tel/ 01787827931

Mobile/ 07572130029
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Boxford Rovers
Boxford Rovers is all about participation, development,
competition and community. From our team of committed
volunteers who organise everything to make it all happen and who
run the teams, to passionate parents and through to the players
across all the age ranges, we love football.
We love the football, but we also believe in its power to build

community, friendships, individual confidence, team working, as
well it being about building footballing skills and ability.
For us that starts in either the Minis or the dedicated Girls team

when 5 and 6 year olds get to find their feet with football, and that
reflects what Boxford Rovers is all about - we focus on
developing skills and confidence early, and in then continuing that
as the players move through the age groups.
And whilst all our coaches are volunteers, doing it for the love of
the game, we also look to ensure that they get their FA Level 1
coaching badge, so that they have a coaching framework to work
to. Also, all coaches have undergone CRC (formerly CRB)
checks, as required by the FA.
Teams at Boxford Rovers
After a player has got started with either the Minis or in the Girls
team, then we're into the Boys age group teams (from Under 8's
upwards) or continuing on in the Girls team. We also have a Men's
team that plays in the Ipswich Sunday Football League. 
Participation & respect
It's also about football for all, and not just for the best. But at the
same time we're competitive and look to do well at whatever level
we're playing at. We expect football to be played in the way that
it should be, with respect at its core.
A history of football in Boxford
Club football in Boxford dates back to at least 1919. The original
ground was Rectory Park, where houses have now been built.
Rectory Park was used until the current Homefield ground was
bought by the village in the late Sixties from Ipswich brewers
Tolly Cobbold for £160.
Boxford Youth FC played at Homefield from 1974, started by

Gordon Atkinson. Its successor, Boxford Rovers Youth FC, came
into existence in 1977, with Gordon as manager, when the players
wanted to play in a competitive league. The team played in the
U12 section of the Suffolk and Essex Sunday Youth Football
Combination.
Footballing glamour came calling in April 1979, when the team

toured to the US, visiting New York and Boxford, Massachusetts
for two weeks. The whole squad of 15 boys, accompanied by 4
dads, made the trip, and were looked after by families in
Massapequa, Long Island and Boxford, Massachusetts. The
following year, the Massapequa boys came to Boxford for a return
visit. On Sunday 21st April this year the anniversary of the visit is
to be celebrated with visiting teams from the USA in competition
at the Boxford Playingfields.
Boxford also started to run two colts teams. In 1980 one of the

teams decided to break away from the existing organisation, and
that lead to the creation of Boxford Rovers FC, with the youth
team continuing alongside it. 
The two organisations have now combined again to create the

one single Boxford Rovers FC that we have today, going from the
Minis all the way through to the Men’s team.

FOOTBALL AT BOXFORD

Postcard of the 1922 Boxford FC Mens Team

Edwardstone Youth Football Club team photo 1932-33

Boxford Rovers YFC USA trip1978


