
MINUTES  of  the  MEETING  of  BOXFORD  PARISH  COUNCIL held  on  Monday  7th
November 2016 at 7.30 p.m. in Bell House, Stone Street Road, Boxford.  

PRESENT:  J Fincham-Jacques (Chairman), R Balls, C Hughes, D Waspe, A Sargeant,  J Moles,
D Talbot Clarke,  D Hattrell  (Clerk),  J  Finch (County Cllr),  B Hurren (District  Cllr)  and 3
members of the public.  

APOLOGIES: S Impett.    

DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY COUNCILLORS:  Nothing was declared.      

MINUTES OF 3rd OCTOBER 2016:  Accepted as correct.     

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: Nothing was raised.  

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: The early stages of the school fencing project was shared
with the Parish Council which could cost in the region of £15,000.  Any fnancial assistance
from  the  County  Council  and  Parish  Council  would  be  appreciated.  J  Finch  agreed  to
investigate in view of the safety issue involved.  An enquiry was made regarding the wall
between the School and the Churchyard where a rail is being considered.  Finally the issue of
the street light on Stone Street Road between the bus turning area and Bell House was raised
as it was advised that the bright light shines directly into a neighbouring property.  J Finch
agreed to investigate reducing the wattage and turning the light off at 10.00 p.m.  The Parish
Council were supportive subject to the other residents being happy with this action.         

REVIEW OF ITEMS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC:  It was agreed to include the "School Fence
Project" on the Agenda for the December Meeting - Action Clerk.      
  
COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT: County Councillor James Finch attended  and reported as
follows: - 

 Good news for Suffolk’s Early Years Foundation Stage Profle Results 2016

Provisional fgures which have been published by the Department for Education show
an  increase  in  Suffolk  children  achieving  a  Good  Level  of  Development  and
achievement in their Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) results. These include key
areas  of  learning and development such as  communication and language;  physical
development; and personal, social and emotional development. 

Children are assessed by their teacher at the end of the Reception class in school. For
most  children their  early learning will  have included attending an early  education
place at a pre-school, day nursery or childminder before moving into school.  

In Suffolk 70.2% of children achieved a Good Level of Development (GLD) this year.
This is slightly above the rest of England. The percentage of children eligible for free
school meals achieving a GLD compared with those not eligible, has also improved
this year. This means the gap between the groups has narrowed by 7% points. 

It is particularly pleasing to note the improvement seen for children eligible for free
school  meals  across  the  county.  The  results  include  a  group of  children  who frst
received a free place at two years old rather than aged three, because their parents
were  eligible,  for  economic  reasons.  This  national  policy  seems  to  be  making  a
difference to the children whose families are less well off, because we can see they have
achieved more compared to children with similar backgrounds who did not have a
place at two in previous years. 



To  fnd  out  if  a  two  year-old  is  eligible  for  free  childcare,  visit
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/childcare-information-
and-support-for-parents-and-providers/guidance-for-parents-and-carers/free-early-
learning-for-2-year-olds/ 

All children, no matter their family circumstances, are entitled to free early education
(childcare) from the term after their third birthday up until they start school full time.
More  information  and  details  of  how  to  apply  can  be  found  here:
 https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/childcare-information-
and-support-for-parents-and-providers/guidance-for-parents-and-carers/ 

 Delivery of the new Greater Anglia rail franchise is key focus at this year’s Suffolk
Rail Conference.

Rail network infrastructure requirements needed to deliver the new Greater Anglia
Rail  Franchise  were the  key topics  discussed at  this  year’s  rail  conference  held on
Monday 24 October in Ipswich. 

The phasing of rail infrastructure was one of the issues delegates explored with rail
industry  leaders  and  representatives  from  Government  departments  including
Network Rail. Improving track capacity, signals and level crossings are just some of
the areas required for improvement to support new rolling stock and additional train
services, which have been confrmed as part of the new Greater Anglia rail franchise
contract announced in August. 

The conference was attended by speakers from Greater Anglia, Network Rail, and the
Department for Transport. Representatives from the Transport Research Laboratory,
Crossrail  and  The  East  West  Rail  Consortium  also  provided  presentations  on  rail
innovation and new opportunities for businesses that wish to use this opportunity to
beneft from faster, more reliable services. 

This  annual  conference  is  a  key  date  in  the  diary  each  year  in  helping  to  lobby
Government and rail organisations to deliver better East Anglian passenger and freight
rail services. The new passenger franchise is the reward for this effort but there is still
more to do for the Suffolk’s residents and businesses to make it a reality in the next
decade.

 Be Safe and Seen in Suffolk - Thousands of children to receive free safety refectors
as part of new road safety campaign 

Suffolk County Council has worked in partnership with BBC Radio Suffolk to launch a
new road safety campaign this autumn – ‘Be Safe and Seen in Suffolk.’ 

The  campaign  will  see  over  12,000  badge  refectors  given  to  primary  school  aged
children, which can be worn on their coats or backpacks to refect the beam of vehicles
in darker conditions to ensure that children are seen as they walk with friends and
parents.  

The  idea  and  concept  for  the  campaign  was  developed  earlier  this  year  through
discussions with BBC Radio Suffolk. A design competition took place as part of the
events and activities at this year’s Suffolk Show with the winning design selected from
over 190 entries.        

A major part of undertaking this campaign was the determination to promote exercise,
walking  and  physical  activity  amongst  young  people.  It  was  understood  that  to
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achieve this, the children and their families needed to feel safe before stepping out
during the darker months. So the refector campaign was born! 

The campaign is part of Suffolk’s Year of Walking, which celebrates walking in Suffolk,
promotes walking events and encourages new walking opportunities.  Children are
most active during the spring and summer months. An average of around 65 minutes
of activity a day in April drops to around 48 minutes during the colder months of
January and February. Staying active promotes physical and emotional wellbeing and
it  is  important  that  young  people  stay  active  as  there  is  emerging  evidence  that
suggests links between physical activity and better academic attainment and attention.
   

Suffolk County Council’s Road Safety Team and Public Health Team have invested
£9,550  into  the  campaign  to  deliver  enough  refectors  to  beneft  over  60  primary
schools across the county.

I offcially launched the campaign at the Suffolk Show with BBC Radio Suffolk. 

Following his report, he was asked to look into the lighting at Goodlands as one light
stays on all night which might have just been for site security.  

DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT: Cllr Bryn Hurren reported on the appointment of a new
Chief Executive at the District Councils.  He will be starting in the New Year.  Concerns
have been expressed about re-locating their head quarters to Ipswich.  A boundary review
may affect the District Councillor areas for the future.  On planning, the mobile phone mast
was passed.  The planning at the garage is still on-going.  The surface of the footpath to
Station Field is being improved.   General information demonstrating fairness in the Station
Field allocation is being sought.  Hedge cuts in the vicinity of Homefeld which are the
responsibility of the District Council are being chased.     

CORRESPONDENCE:  The correspondence report had been circulated  ahead of the meeting
and members had noted the on-going progress of each item.   It  was agreed to chase the
Environment Agency for their plans to clear the river Box and the tributary that runs through
the Ash Street  Estate of considerable vegetation growth - Action Clerk.   It  was agreed to
diary ahead for July next year to seek the program from the Environment Agency for Boxford
- Action Clerk.          

FINANCE: The Bank balances as at 7th November 2016 were £30220.97 in the Community
Account, £13333.42 in the Deposit Account and £40793.19 in the Reserve Account making a
total of £84347.58.  It was agreed to settle the Invoice from M A Crighton for Cemetery cutting
and also Cemetery hedge extending from the Village Hall on the road side between meetings.
It was agreed for the Clerk to check our powers with SALC to contribute £200 to the running
cost of the Valentine dance - Action Clerk.  The cost of the Local Shops signs for the by-pass
was  approved  - Action Clerk to advise County Highways to proceed.   It  was agreed to
increase the donation for the Remembrance Wreath to £30.          
  
The following payments were approved: - 
Cheque No. Payee Amount Details
Funds Tr D K Hattrell 804.73 Clerk’s Salary
Funds Tr Inland Revenue Only 45.50 Clerk’s ddtns & ERS NIC
Funds Tr SCC – Pension ACC 261.10 Clerk’s Pension
Funds Tr Mortimer Contracts 144.00 Sweeping
701739 S Green 50.00 Expenses Comm. Car Sharing 
Funds Tr Topline Pest Control 25.00 Cemetery moles 



701740 Royal British Legion 30.00 Donation

RISK  ASSESSMENT:   The  policy  that  had  been  circulated  ahead  of  the  meeting  was
examined and R Balls proposed approval.  This was seconded by J Moles and unanimously
carried.  A Sargeant reported on the Risk Assessment carried out in the Churchyard and
Cemetery and that one memorial had been laid down for safety reasons.  

CEMETERY:  Winter priorities had been discussed with the Contractor.   It  was agreed to
check above which diameter of branch requires Church Faculty approval for pruning in the
Churchyard.  Two memorial applications were duly approved in respect of the late Diana
Carter and the late Charles Smith.  It was noted that the requested meeting from the Church
in  the  Churchyard  should  go  ahead  as  soon  as  possible  - Cemetery  Sub Committee  to
arrange.       

PARKING  ON  HOMEFIELD:  B  Hurren  had  raised  the  issues  with  the  Playingfeld
Committee.   It was agreed to defer the item on the Village Car Park to the December Meeting
and in the meantime the Chairman will contact D Burden to discuss the issues - Action Clerk
and Chairman.    

RESERVING POLICIES: It was agreed to defer to the December Meeting - Action Clerk.    

VILLAGE PEACOCKS:  Strong views had been expressed in letters from residents about the
peacocks  and  out  of  the  25  responses,  18  were  in  favour  of  maintaining  the  status  quo.
Members therefore agreed to accord with the majority view and take no action.        

REPORTS AND QUESTIONS FROM CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS:  It was agreed for
the Chairman to consider where to source a Christmas tree for the Church yard and D Waspe
agreed to consider  the purchase of  compliant  lights  - Action Chairman and D Waspe.   J
Moles was aware that an offcial was to view the gap in the hedge near the football pitch.  D
Talbot Clarke reported on his attendance at the Holmes and Hill seminar and brought the
message out of the importance to register land.  The Chairman asked for an Agenda item for
December of "Street Light for Sand Hill" - Action Clerk.        

The meeting closed at 10.10 p.m. 

 
Planning Meeting Held by Boxford Parish Council at Bell House, Boxford on Monday 7th
November 2016

The following decisions were advised by the Planning Authority: - 

1) Permission had been granted to erect telecommunications Mast at A1071 lay-by on A1071 -
B/16/01209/TEL

2)  Permission  had been granted for  a  two storey  rear  extension  at  Sparrows,  Cox  Hill  -
B/16/00925/FHA

3)  Work  can  proceed  to  reduce  height  and  width  of  Leylandii  at  10  The  Causeway   -
B/16/01249/TCA

 
The following applications were discussed: - 



A) B/16/01344 - Application for front/side and rear extensions, garage and alterations at 14
Holbrook Barn Road.  No Objections

B) B/16/01409 -  Tree Application in respect of apple and ash at Greenbank, Ellis Street. No
Objections.

C) B/16/01427 - Tree Application in respect of larch and spruce at Boxbank, Rules Yard. No
Objections.  


